Photos by Rick Gordon

A lone prospector seeks the ‘illusive dream’

Rick Gordon scopes out a nugget. For him, however, the on-

ly nuggets he remembered, are the ones he nearly froze off.

. . . They just lose their nuggets

by Jon Buchholtz

The age of prospecting has changed over the years as was exemplified
two Saturdays ago by a group of students and friends under the direction

of Nigel Adams.

No longer do prospectors wilingly wade into near-freezing water
termperatures for those valuable flakes of wealth.

The group was to meet Adams on campus at 9:00 Saturday morning.
When he showed up suffering from a cold, and relating his non-
participation. they decided to continue on, and forge the “rough terrain

and rapids” of Cyclone Creek.

Along highway 410 they traveled, packing with them pans borrowed
from Outdoor Frograms. When they hit the 13 degree weather and near
freezing water, all but one decided to can the prospecting ideq; and

chose to hike up adlong the creek.

Cne die-hard stayed, risking frostbite, but came away with nary a flake.

Did they have a good time?

Rick Gordon tried pannning for awhile but gave In quickly to the

temperature,

“Hey, | had a good time, it was fun climbing around,” Gordon said. “it's
okay if you like hiking around. Sure, I'd encourge everyone to pan, if this is

the kind of fun you likel"

Green River
Community College

President selection process

Wilturner, Anderson express opinions

by Connie Frankhauser

Carsh Witturner, director of minori-
ty affairs and J. Douglas Anderson,
Student Body president have no in-
tentions of withdrawing from the
Screening Advisory Committee.

The committee, designed to aid in
the selection of GRCC's new
president, has been a source of
controversy on campus following
the withdrawal of the United Faculty
Codlition last November,

Wilturmer said, "1 didn't have as
ambitious a goal for my participa-
tion in the committee as did the
faculty. | think the faculty wanted to
be involved in finding the very best
man for the job. | feel my part is to
help in narowing the field of a
number of competent candidates.”

He went on to explaln, "it 1s difficult
to predict who a good leader wil
be. Different people take leads In
different ways. You may have one
president who Is really good in
public relations and working with
people, and another who use the
kick'em in the butt approach. But
they may both end up at the same
results. All we can do is to add our
limited input.”

Wilturner sald that he could

understand the faculty reaction. He
said, "Sure, there are probably for-
mats that are more workable and

‘efficient. But efficient is a hard word
to describe. Efficient in comparison

to what? | think the faculty would
like to have more power In the
decision-making process because
they are affected by the decision
that will be made. But at least this
gives us some Input, though admit-
tedly not much.”

When asked what criteria for this
person’s selection was most impor-
tant, he remarked, "Well, | was ask-
ed to sit on the cornmittee to repre-
sent the needs of the local ethnic
mincrity population. Although that
will naturally be a consideration, |
will try to put equal weight on the
criteria.”

Anderson expressed much the
same phiosophy. He said, “Tha
faculty has a vaild point, but | don't
think my withdrawing from the com-
mittee at this point would be wise.
The studentsihavelatleastisome say
at this point, where if | withdrew,
they would have no say at all”

He added, "l never expected to
have the final say as to who would

actually become the next presi-
dent. | am not expected to paint
out specific names and say, "l think
that John Doe or Susie Smith should
be the one chosen. But | will give the
Board of Trustees a list of can-
didates that | feel are competent to
handle the job.”

Anderson sald he would also rank
criteria on an even par of impor-
tance when rating the candidates,
‘hough he admitted. "Being the stu-
dent representative, | will take a lit-
He more concemn with the con-
didates attitudes concerning
students and the community.”
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When asked if he felt the consul-
tant firm did a fair job of eliminating
candidates he commented, “The
three consultants have been in this
field a long time and know what to
lock for. Surethey came with their
biases. butthen/we came with ours.”

Both agreed that though they
knew ftheir input would be
somewhat limited, it was better
than nothing.

Also on the SAC. Bunny Knutsen

'declinad to comment, and Dr. Earl

MNorman was unavailable for com-
ment.
Related story on page 3

Creativity class offered

A new class in creativity is being

offered at Green River beginning’

Feb. . The course, intended to
unblock, unlock, and unlearn non-
productive habits which inhibit
creativity, will meet 2-4 pm.

The eight week class, taught by
Merily Manthey, wil provide a
selection of new techniques for left
brain/right brain integration to use
for problem solving determining

and reaching goals. acquiring new
or enhancing present skils and
talents. The class willbe taught in a
stress-free rapid way, siudents may
learn to develop a super memory
and learn two to ten times faster.

Further information may be
reached by contacting Linda Miller,

&431-4101, or dialing Green River
Community College, 833-9111, ext.
231 -
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A Victory for Mothers |Nome that puter

by Wendy Havre

One week before Christmas, Vic-
tory Music was told of its last day ot
the Other Side of the Tracks in
Aubum

“No discussion, we were just told it
was our last day,” sald Chris Lunn,'
managing director.

Victory Music, a non-profit, al
volunteer corporation, offers what
Lunn calls, “"An dalternative music
style,” in ploces different than the
"nolsy bars and lounges we normal-
ly play.” The concept is basically a
"Musicians co-op designed fo pro-
mote and display a speciality music
field,” explains Lunn.

Jozz, blue grass, and old time

music Is the repertorie of the Victory!

Musicians.

When asked why he thought they
were asked fo leave The Track, Lunn|
said ownership had recently chang-|
ed and the new management felt
Victory didn't bring In enough
revenue to pay off itself,

"Although we feel no anlrnosiry
we feel it was an unfair decision,”
said Lunn. Being new to the
restaurant business and taking no
market assessment, Lund felt The
Tracks didn't recognize the

Opinion

seasonal downturn to hit all the
restaurants in the area.

A natural foods restaurant (with
no smoking dllowed), Mother
Morgans: located in Kent., is the new

temporary home of Victory Music.!

Considerad a stroke of good luck
by Victory, Mother Morgans hired
them the some day they receive
the news from The Tracks.

"We're here on a trail basis,” said
Lunn. Although Morgans is also up,
for sale, Victory isnt worried. “The
Tracks was up for sale the last two
years we played there.”

Closing ot 10 pm. and opening
earlier for breakfast are other
changes at The Tracks.

"We offered them a chance tc
stay here and play only on
weekends, but their program is too
big for that,” said Charles Scott, new
manager at The Tracks. At this time
there Is no music entertainment
piavlnq there,

"Mother Mofguns has been really
goed to us” said Lunn, apparently
happy to have a place for his musi-
clans to play. "They even have
enough room for a future libraryl We
had four good years at the Tracks.”

/
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The CAREER INFORMATION
CENTER of GRCC announced a
CONTEST to name their Washington
Occupational Information Com-
puter.

The winner of the contest will
receive DINNER FOR TWO at an
Auburn restaurant, so enter your
suggestion day will be Feb. 13)
and TAKE Y! SWEETHART TO DIN-
MNER ON VALENTINE'S DAY! The ballot
box Is located in the Career center
(second fioor LSC).

Classified Ads

H’Iill.ﬂlm Please contact J.

4lﬂﬂn:ﬁumﬂhtﬁh 14,
Thursday.

LOST: Large stone with
sihver clasp. Fell ofi necklace. Has
greal sentimental valse. I found
please call 939-0112. Thanks!

*x

*
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Foot-in-mouth awards

The Cumrent announces the presentation of the first “Foot-in-Mouth”
awards. The awards will be bestowed upon those individuals or groups
(local, national or international) making such statements that they are
deemed worthy of recelving such an honor, Readers are welcome to

contribute candidates,
This weeak's awards:

“Say, that is a laugh riot I”

Rick Thompson thought (there is still some question about that) it
would be “funny” fo see an invasion force of "half men and half broads.”

You 're right, Phyllis, they thought It would be funny!
Phyllis Schiafly, leader of antl ER.A. forces, for her remark, "it's been the
plan all along of the Equal Rights Amendment proponents fo draft

women and put them In combat.”

“If it was a man, though, | wouldn't care at alli”

Dave Stoppel, when asked what he thought of women in combat,
replied "I don't think | could stand next to a gal holding an M-16 and

watch her get shot.”

Bananas; never out of season!

by Jon Buchhollz

One day a few years ago, while
strofing down University Avenue,
which runs adjacent to the Universi-
ty of Washington in Seattle, | ex-
perenced a feeling that, | hope, will
live inside of me throughout the rest
of my life.

A little background is in order.

The University, though perhaps the
highest educational institution in this
state, has certain drawbacks, How
we view these handicaps deter-
mines its intensity,

The tultional drawbacks aren't the
issue here, it's the soclety that has
formed surrounding this educational
magnet.

Having lived on campus and at-
tending courses Intended to
enhance my inteligence, | can
comfortably relate few observa-
tions.

People, and | use that wordioose-
ly. migrate to the University District

walks and examples of human life
are represented. They're all therel
There is a bigger varlety of people in
that five mile plot of land thaniNoah
hoad on his ark and more species of
humans that any one animal confin-
ed at the Woodiand Park. London,
or San Diego Zoos combined

With this in mind | walked.

Now I'm not “it” by any means,
and Il admit that before anyone,

Where I've lived I've been con-
sidered (by most) to be nomal

humongous person. Upon a second
stare, | was able to determine its
r.

Here stood a man, more oblivious
to himself than others, wearing a
ragged raincoat and combat
boots. In his right hand he held a
squash. Around his neck hung a ripe
banana,, the color matching his
scraggly beard. Hanging off the
front of his foce were more chins
than in a Chinese phonebook.

It was really something elsel More
strange though, because the peo-
ple with the bananas around their
necks usually don't come out until
June or July, and this was
November.

The five-foot, 10 inch frame lean-
ed against a wall his head sadly
hanging His eyes stared down,
transfived perhaps upon a umpled
cup.

| remember siowing down when |
saw him. | then feit very thanidul that
| was myself and not him. | prayed

that | wouldn't wake up one mom-
ing ond want to hang a banana
around my neck. nor carmy a squash.

The | prayed that if | were to wake
up and want to put a banana

around my neck. that the people
who saw me, would keep it to
themselves. And If they wanted to
talk about it, to talk, but not so |
could hear. Because the truth about
bananas, you can call it a banana,
or you can call it anything you'd like,
is that everybody gets one. Some
people get them on the inside,
others get them on the outside, but
we all do get them.

What this world needs Is to
become more sensitive to others,

others who carry with them
something that just isn't right. To
look into those sad eyes and say
hello. To let them know that you
care-even If it's only enough to say
hello. Becouse they'l appreciate it
much more than you can ever im-
agine.

The old folks are dlive, there is
someona behind those eyes. The it
fle kids breathe., they've got a
m to communicate, and
although its hard for them, it's im-
portant.

L

We take special orders|_
Gift certificates available

1313 Auburn Way North
Auburn, WA 98002 (206) 939-5839 )
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Let the women choose!

Legal abortion under fire

by Mike Shook

Jan 22, 1980, marked the seventh
anniversary of the United States
Supreme Court’s historic ruling on
abortion. The Court decided that
the abortion lows of Texas and
Georgia viclated the individual's
right to privacy as guaranteed by
the Constitution, This decision had
the effect of making restrictive
abortion laws across the country
unconstitutional. The justices show-
ed the utmost practical wisdom
and prudence in thelr decision
recognizing two very basic and im-
portant events of our governmental
system; the separation of church
and state, and the individual's right
to privacy.

With this affirmation of our
heritage in mind, the aniversary was

certainly a cause for celebration
Unfortunately, it was also a couse

for grave alarm. A powerful faction .

of overzedlous “pro-ife” people
began action against the decision
in 1973, and are vigorously pursuing
that action today. The various con-
gressional amendments and pro-
posals advocated by these fanatics
threaten to destroy our Constitu-
tional freedoms, forcing women into
mandatory motherhood and
jecpardizing everyone’s right to
freedom of religion.

The anti-abortionist’s argument
hinges on the premise that life
begins at the moment of concep-
tion. As to when life actually begins,
there is a great deal of debate, and
this premise Is vague at best. in the
73 decision mentioned, Justice

Letters:

Dear Editor:

As United Faculty President, |
would like to clarify the faculty posi-
tion regarding the presidential
selection process at GRCC.

First, the faculty feels that the pro-
cess must be falr, open and
representative. By fair, the faculty
means that each candidate will be
reviewed by a standard and

weighted set of evaluation criteria.
It feels that these criteria should be
made public even though any
specific evaluation of a candidate
would remain private. By open, the
faculty means that candidates’
backgrounds could be reviewed
and that candidates could be inter-
viewed Insuring the greatest possi-
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Harry Blackmun, writing for the ma-

"When those ftrained in the
respective disciplines of medicine,
philosophy and theology are
unable to arrive at any consensus,
the judiciary .. . is not in a position to
speculate as to the answer.”

The truth Is that no one is ab-
solutely positive when life does
begin, as regards the
fetus, Certainly there is the potential
for Iife In the fetus, but there s also

the potential for life in an unfertilized

ovum of Q single spermatozoon
And some religions believe that en-
soulment, or life, occurs only when

the baby Is expelled from the

womb, not before. Do anti-abortion
forces mean to condemn any
womgn whose monthly ovum goes
unfertiized and any man whose
sperm does not fertilize such an

owm os they condemn those

whose religious bellefs differ from
thelr own ?

Perhaps the most frightening
aspect of the anti-abortion cam-
paign Is the self-rightecus. almost
bitter vindictiveness which has sur-
foced during the compaign The
minority that clamors for the fetus’
“right-to-life” is the some minority
that, under cover of darkness.
emerges as the ignorant, frightened
mob that it Is, and fire-bombs
hospitals and clinics that perform
abortions.

This . masquerading 5o
piously as the defender of all that is
good, would unhesitatingly go to
the extreme of caling a constitu-
tional convention (the fist since
1787) to change the constitution
itself, to rewrite it so that it would

Casad clarifies position

ble scrutiny of credenticls and
behavior, by representative, the
faculty means that a representative
committea would discuss the can-
didates, agree on a list, and submit
the recommended list to the Board
of Trustees for final consideration.
The faculty concluded that the pre-
sent process is neither falr, open nor
representative. After the faculty at-
tempted to coopergatively modify
the process and was unsuccessful, it
then chose to withdraw and remain
consistent with its principles.

The faculty feels that it is the duty
of the Board of Trustees, since they
are appointed and not elected, to
insure that the ethic by which
governments are elected in a
democratic process be transfused
intc education. Their appointrent
as “trustees” of public principles
carries with It the primary respon-
sibllity to support a fair, open, and
representative process.

This Is the faculty position. It is not
meant to be combative or ar-
rogant-it Is simply the consensus
position of instructors at the college.
The Trustees have not been com-
bative or arogant-it is simply their
wish to maintain o process of
choosing the president. So let it be.

Robert F. Casad,
U. F. President

reflect their religious beliefs. They
would throw down the pillars of
reason and intellect and erect in
their places superstition and ig-
norance.

The issue behind the abortion issue
is essentially a simple one, albeit
amotional. t concerns a woman's
right to choose, a woman's right to
control her own bodily functions,
nothing more, nothing less. Safe,
legal, available abortion does not
mean mandatory abortion, it does
not mean euthanasia, it does not
mean the kiling of undesirables, it
does not mean increased promisui-
ty. It means simply that a woman,
an individual person, has the right.
the responsibility, and the ability to
decide for herselt when and if she
will be a mother. Yes, the decision to
have an abortion can be a difficult
one, a complex one, but it is one
that must rest with the woman
herself. It Is this right to individual
autonomy that s fundamental to
our country’s laws and beliefs.

rl"
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It was a cry

by Jon Buchholtz
(Part 1 of 2)

The following is a true history case,
dealing with the life of a young girl
whose constant dissatisfaction with her
life led her to a desperate act of self-
destruction. The hopelessness and
dispair ingrained into her existance, she
attempted suicide. She now talks can-
didly of her misery and dispair. The
name has been changed to protect the
girl and other individuals involved.

At 18, Tracy Hampton wasn't
satisfied with the life her world had
.dealt her. She felt cheated. Her
conscious constantly reminded her
of the raw, bitter deal that she had-
built up inside her.

What began in junior high school
and blossomed in high schoaol, finally
climaxed in college.

“In junior high,” Tracy said, "l didn’t
really feel accepted, not in the peer
group anyway. | had the complex
where | felt nobody liked me. ever-
body hated me.”

" had a very low esteem of
myself,” she continued, “and felt
that | needed a lot of attention to
satisfy myself.”

“"Then when | entered high school,
I completely fiip-flopped” Tracy
recalled. "I would never have
dreamed of getting into trouble, |
was a good student and a good kid.
Within three months into  high
school, | was living for the 'good life.
The friends | made, unfortunately,
were of the wrong persuasion.”

Tracy began smoking marijuana,
"But had fto be careful with my
parents. They would've never
understood me messing with that, |
was raised in church and brought

up to stay clear of drugs.” she men-
tioned. "But after awhile, | changed
to strictly pills; uppers and downers.”

Tracy was in contact with a
steady supply of pills from her
friends at first, but later resorted to
stealing. By the time she reached
her senior year, she was up to 20
pIHS a day.

"You see, | have been bcsir.:dlv (s §

loner through junior high and senior
high,” Tracy explained. “The friends,
if you can call them that, that | had
Just turned on. They escaped every-
day ﬂ'n'm.agh drugs.

“. .. was crying for
help in every way!”

"At last, it reached the point
where | didn't feel likable. | convinc-
ed myself that | had nothing to offer
to others and it pushed me deeper. |
made myself believe that | didn't
have what it tock to be with the 'in’
crowd, whatever that was! Basically
| didn’t like myseift”

That process repeated itself con-
tinually throughout the nine months
preceeding her initial attempt. j

"It reached a point where | felt
that suicide was the best answer,
for me and for all those around me. |
was crying inside, but nobody could
hear me. | interpreted it as people
not being sensitive to me enough,
and that added to the weight. Now
that | look back, | was crying for help
in every way.”

"l felt like | was carrying a thou-
sand pounds on my back and |
couldnt see any way out of
it."Tracy said. She leaned back, eyes
watering, and continued.

"What kept me from suicide at
first was the thought for my parents.
I knew that they loved me alot and
I didn't want to die as much as |
wanted help.

"I wasn't from a broken home at
all . . . | didn't think that my parents
wc:-uld understand. It would pro-
bably put them through hell. | didn't
want to hurt them and that factor
was more important then any
thoughts | had of dying.”

Late one night, when Tracy felt’

especially down, she made a hasty
decision. She climbed out of bed,
slipped her robe on, and made her
way into the kitchen. There she
began to swallow aspirin tablets.
Her mother, concerned and ever-
present of Tracy’s despondency,
got up to check what the noise was
about. She caught Tracy in the act,
but Tracy was able to pass it off with
a story about a headache. She lived
to wonder if God had any intention
of letting her die.

"l enrclled in a bible college think-
ing that they'd be able to help me.”
Tracy admitted. She smiled, then
continued, "but it just turmed out to
be another game, and | was rolling
the dice. | went in and acted 'coal!
and "with It!' all the defensive shields!

“After awhile | redlized that the
people couldn't hear my crys. Im-
mediately, | presumed that they
weren't sensitive enough to pick up
the subtle signals | was putting out.”

Just that quick, she was back to
her withdrawn, self conscious
depression. The religion in her life, up
to that point, had been a “head
thing” She hadn't accepted the
Lord personally, and self-admittedly

‘I didn’t really feel accepted’

. that was finally heard’

didn’'t have a personal relationship
with him.

"Well, | was low again, so low that |
again felt no hope. That's when |
made the decision fo attempt
suicide again. | turned to those ‘trus-
ty pills"” .

"My roommate, | thought, was
gone for the weekend, so | knew
that I'd have the privacy. It had
been five or six months since I'd
even touched a pill, so the 10 No-
doze | started with really hit me.
After awhile, | added 20 more.”

Tracy chose No-doze over aspirin
this time for a reason.

"l was so very down,” she explain-
ed,"And No-doze were uppers, soO
subconsiously maybe, | wanted to
go out with a bangl! (This was back
when the active ingredient in No-
doze was much more potent.)

"After a couple of hours | was go-
ing bananas,” Tracy said. "It was
something else, | was climbing walls!
It was then when my roommate
walked in the door. It didn't take her
long to figure things out. She called

by Jon Buchholiz

¥ There are definite clues that may indicate a friend or
farnily member may be showing suicidal tendencies.

At the very Dsfsei

one thing must be
e e b Causes of
serious I:rwemh;n our g
society. It can happen :
nearer to home than SlllClde
one may redlize. Any
threat, whether patent or subtle, must be taken ex-
tremely seriously. We know that everyone who
threatens suicide may not actually attempt it, but
almost all those who do generally make an open
threat or give significant clues to their contemplated
action.

The following are signs to watch for that could
possibly forewarn of considered suicide:

Often, there is a change in mood or behavior. It
become obvious if the person becomes extremely
depressed. The mood change may be noticably dif-

ferent. At times, people considering suicide have

discontinue an activity that they have valued highly
in their past.

A significant change in one’s set of habits may yield
a clue, especidlly if it occurs for no apparent reason
and is associated with depression.

Serious disturbances in a person’s sleeping pattern
or insomnia may precede a suicide attempt.

A break-up of a close relationship with a fiance, ora
deteriorating family relationship may leave one with
thoughts of self-destruction.

Often, a sudden decline in economic status, or a

done such things as give away prized possessions or |

sion.

An excessive use of alcohol or another type of drug
may give hint of destructive behavior. X
depression, a breeding ground for suicide, is often
assoclated with alcohol or drug abuse.

An older person who is abruptly left alone or whose
life has suddenly changed may consider suicide,

The fact that a person is studying suicide techniques
may Indicate that thoughts of suicide are racing
through their mind.

A pre-occupation with one’s health may serve as a
clue, along with the loss of energy. or a diminished in-
terest in hobbies, sports or other pursuits.

These clues, although well defined, may be hard to
notice. People relate to each other in coded
language. Since we express ourselves in a rather in-

discount anyone seridusly emerrcﬂning'the thought.
Soclety has been taught that suicide is shcrnarul

down the line.

Suicide prevention is a community responsibility, and
everyone plays an important part in its resolution.

A long stride tfoward solving the problem will have {
been made when all of us not only better understand |
suicide, but also understand ourselves.

. I didn’t want to
die as much as I
wanted help.”

the campus nurse, who in turn call-
ed the poison control center.”

The poison control people ex-
plained that pumping her stornach
would prove to no avall, that the
drug was already In her system. The
best bet would be to stay with her
and call an ambulance if her condi-
tion should worsen,

The nurse stayed with Tracy for
the next 18 hours as she came down
from her overdose. Once she fell
asleep, she was unconscious for 19
additional hours.

"It was a cry,” Tracy recalled later,
“that was finally heard!”

she recovered and went through
an Intensive counseling process
which included seven days a week,
covering eight weeks.

“At that point,” she confessed. "
could only see me. My attention
was so focused on myself-well, |
was warped way out of proportion. |
couldn't see beyond help.”

Through everyday counseling and
contact, Tracy was given hope.

“Everyday, seven days a week,
we talked, If | didn't see him, he'd
call. | knew and could count on him
to call. For once, | knew that so-
meone would be therel He helped
me realize that | wasn't the sole
concern of the universe.”

It took a long time: long vigorous
hours of digging and re-
programming her thought patterns.
The counselor worked with Tracy,
trained her reaction to the situation-
sand taught her not to become
depressed.

Tracy Hampton recovered from

her adolescent problems. A new life
began for her as she regained con-
fidence in her life. A new hope
found its way into her heart.
NEXT WEEK: Tracy’s gratitude and
appreciation are discussed,
plus the conflicts she now faces
in relation to her past history.




Suicide: A will to die?

by Anita Zohn

Suicide s on the increase In
America. In the past ten vyears,
suicide Involving people between
the ages of 1524 has doubled.
Suicide now ranks between second
and third, depending on the source,
among the leading causes of death
during teenaoge to young adult
yeQrs.

Accidents still kil more young
adults thon anything else. but
suicide closes the gap each year.
Some experts attribute the increase
to better and more accurate repor-
ting on the part of coroners on
death certificates, but better
record-keeping coulkd not account
for the over 100 percent reported
increase in suicides among young
peocple in one year.

Jdifficult  to obtain accurate
statistics concerning deaths directly
attributable to suicide. Suicide Is still
regarded by most communities as
taboo and even today the stigme
associated with suicide Is strong
Many deaths reported as accidents
or unintenfional drug overdoses
may actually be suicides,

Why are young people commit-
ting suicide? What would influence
a young person (or any person) to
make the decision to terminate

his/her life? Reasons for committing
suicide are personal and vary within
the individual, but there are some
common contributing factors: a
nagging lack of optimism, a lack of
hope about their future and an
enormous sense of unhappiness.
According to Dr. Calvin J.
Frederick and Louise Logue. authors
of a Public Affairs Committee pam-
phlet. "Dedaling With the Cirisis of
Suicide,” when feelings of worth-
lessness, helplessness and
hopelessness occur together, the
possibility of suicide is greater,

“ Dr. Jock Raskinn Chidren's Or-
thopedic Hospital and University of
Washington child psychiatrist, labels
the increased state of depression
that exists in our society today as a
primary factor contributing to
suicide.

Today, we recognize that young
people live under a vorety of
pressures. There is high academic
competition among students.
Often, the demands and pressures
of parents, teachers and peers Is
too much to cope with and self-
destruction seems the only sclution.
The studies of suicidal behavior on
the college campus, for example,
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have led to the conclusion thot
suicide is a serious public health pro-
blem and In the college sefting
ranks as the second leading
cause of death.

Suicide at any oge is always an
enomnously trogic event for the sur-
vivors. Grief, guilt and shame are
feelings commonly experienced
among the survivors who lament
the needlesss waste and unfulfiled
promise. The unexpected death of
a young person Is always a tragic
reality, and even more so when it s
a seif-inflicted death.

Something can be done to pre-
vent suicides, and much is being
done. Professional help is available
in every community and if help Is
sought early encugh many suicides
can be prevented. Young pecple
usually seek help from a friend,
teacher or school counselor. The
family doctor, clergyman or hotline
worker are excellent sources for ad-
vice. They provide young peocple
the opportunity to talk about life’s
dilernmas and problemns, and can
assist young people in obtaining
professional help.

Suicide and death classes are be-
ing offered in many high schools

Phaoto by Jon Buchholtz

and colleges throughout the United
States. Educators and students are
learning about the complex nature
of depression In relation to suicide,
and learning ways to recognize the
early warning signs that indicate so-
meone may be considering suicide.

The professional is becoming
more sensitive and better trained to
recognize suicidal youths. Profes-
sional help Is available through
many clinics and counseling
centers.

Green River Community College
has a counseling center on campus.
it is located on the second fioor of
the Lindbloom Student Center in
the Human Resources area. It is staf-
fed with five professional
counselors. The counselors will ad-
vise students who have problems
related to career decisions and will
help the students cope with the
pressures of adjusting to coliege

The services of the Counseling
Center are available withiout
charge to any individual in need of
assistance,

Amangements to see a counselor
may be made through the recep-
tionist at the Counseling Center or
by telephoning 833-9TN, ext. 304



Page 6, The Curmrent, Friday, Feb. 8, 1980

Peer pressure: to conform or . ..?

by Jon Buchholtz by Diane Derrick

'Wmidvoug.:vshurrvﬂupl‘ﬂem ®  Sometimes when we are seeking
gmwgtobamemmemﬁyliwe- independence, for any number of
don't get goingl” ramons we have a strong desire for

"He's kinda edgy tonight sn't he.-- support while finding ourselves and
Mark?” a volce whispered. esmbhrurgapk:cammwc::n-

Stil softer, answered, “Yeah, but, II seguently. the dependency on peer
he thinks that this will be a big night § groups increases considerably and
for him and Renee.” : acceptance by the members of the

"Renee Jenkins? No kidding?” e Qroup becomes a necessity.

“Let's go.”" the voice boomed § There is generally a considerable

o amount of priority given to the anx-

As the three plled into the Ford. § lous I‘aelbng experienced when
Hank noticed Mark stuffing o plastic’ . wanting fo fit into the group. Wan-
bag into his pants pocket. Though § ting to be popular and accepted
shook. he remained silent. l by the group puts stress on the in-

“This ought to be a superstor § dividual and acceptance becomes
night” the driver, Tony, said while § surpassingly important. At this point,
driving @ comb through his wavy - the individual could be dangerously
hair. He stared into the rear view § vulnerable to that pressure. On the
mirror, then pulled two loose hairs e other hand, the group might give a
off his eybrows. : feeling of acceptance without

"Mark, did you bring those hits of - compromising a moral belief or at-
speed?” he said, . titude,

Hank cringed and sank lower into
the back seat. The car pulled out
and sped off.

"Yeah, I've got them right here in
my pocket,” answered Mark,

“Well, let's have ‘em, pass them
around!”

Mark and Tony popped two
apiece, Hank heldhhis in his hand, he
thought of sneaking the window
open but knew they'd see him.

"C'mon Hank. pop'em. il be a
good ‘ole timel” Mark laughed

"Hey, | dont know about this.”
Hank replied. "1 haven't .. "

"You lightwelght” Tony sneered
“This is the second time thatl you've
loused up a good time., now
swallow the damn things!”

“I don't know,” came the reply.

“Listen Hank.”" Mark calmly soid
“These won't hurt ya. in foct, theyl
make you feel a lot better.”

"Yeah,” Tony broke in. "You been
saying that you want to check out
that chick, what's her name? Anita?
Well, these little pills will help ya in-
troduce yourself."

“"Let's pull over here and get some
grog.” Mark interrupted.

"What have | gotten myself into,”
Hank thought to himself, "If | don't
take these, the guys will spread it all
around. I'l never hear the end of ItI"

Mark patted Hank on the back as
the pils took their course.

"Alrightl” he said. "I knew that you
were a good dude. Here, have a
beer Hank!"

Tony smiled, then pulled the car
into the driveway.

"Greatl” was all Hank could thirk.

The peer group can serve as @
teacher for adolescents or adults
dlike by helping them learn social
skills and aftfitudes. It also assists in
the odoption of behavioral stands
and outiook Eventually, the in-
fiuence of intimate peers will test
the moral and character values. Or-
dinarity the peer group acts to rein-
force and support the moral and
charocter values. The group
rewards what it regards as positive
social and moral values and
punishes antisocial or disopproved
behavior.

The group's wvalue system Is
sometimes associated with
popularity, acceptance, leadership
or athletic attainments. In
adolescents, there is a widespread
belief that it's a time of moral confu-
sion, value changes, religious conc-
versions, etc. No doubt, somea wil
change drastically in any of these
areas but the majorty malntain

moral and religious opinions similar
to their parents teachings.

There usually Is a sense of pressure
felt when we question our peers at-
titudes or beliefs to see if they ex-
pect something of us we don't go
aglong with or have different views
about. Many will simply accept the
pressure as a foct of life and do
what they know in their own mind is
right and expected ofthem. Others
will compromise in their feelings and
beliefs and conform to the peer
group because they can't handle
the pressure of not conforming.
Pressure s the circumstand, the out-
side stimulus, which creates a situo-
tion where a decision has to be
made whether one wants fo or not.

Society Is a peer group; even 5o,
not all conform to society and all of
its expectations. Why should one
conform to a peer group in the soci-
ty If they don't want to or feel they
shouldn’t compromise their values?

courtesy photo|

Three Sto-nges Mne and Larry exert peer prmure on Curly Are you being squeezed, too? |
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— Review

by lvan Pickens and Jon
Buchholtz

Located a leisurely half
hour drive from Kent, amid a
spactrum of mountainous
scenery a small, rustic set-
ting. lies the Snoqualmie
Falls Lodge.

The lodge opened in Wb
on the brink of spectacular
Snogualamie Falls ond s
one of the few remaining
authentic country inns left in
America.

Snoqualmie  Falls, itself,
was discovered by Samuel
Hancock in 1849, It cascades
268 feet Into the canyon

The Current, Friday, Feb. 8, 1980, Page 7

below, which is a hundred
feat farther than New York's
Niagara Falls.

The lodge, best known for
its "World Fomous Farm
Breakfast,” offers a large
variety of fruits, drinks and
comestables. The meal
begins with a provincially
dressed waitress serving a
bountiful amay of seasonal
frults. This is followed by
freshly brewed hot coffee
and old-fashioned oatmeal,
served with brown sugar
and sweet cream.

Lodge offers scenery, food

The next course consists
of three farm-fresh eggs.
crispy bacon, brolled
country-style ham, oven
browned link sausages. fried
com meal mush, golden
hash brown potatoes,
homemade baking
powdered biscuits and
Fireweed honey served
from the sky. (The waitress
rotates the honey spoon
several feet above the
piate, allowing the honey to
smoothly flow onto the
plate. This custom sym-
bolizes the waterfall less
than 100 feet away. Hint:
please refrain from moving
your plate during this ritual,
or you'll find fireweed honey
blanketed on the table),

The lodge, open 365 days
a year, sports a relaxed at-
mosphere with blue jeans

_'\

and suits accepted apparel,
Occasionally, in fact, one
may find a three-plece
suited man wearing tennis
shoes located in a secluded
semi-private booth.
% The restaurant hosts two
gift shops. It has a unique
and conveniently located

Photos by lvan Pickens  Site, which boasts numerous

trails on its grounds. Also, ex-

268 feet of beauty

ceptional view polnts are
offered for visitors o witness
the baautiful folls.

The Snoqualmie Falls
Museum s easily acessible,
and a diverse selection of
ski resorts make Sno-
qualomie Falls Lodge a
pleasurable restourant to
visit,

Tom Bunce, a corporate
employee in Kent, found
Snoqualmie Falls Lodge
romantic as well as
beautiful it was there, four
years ago. that he propos-
ed to his wife, Lisa

What better recommen-
dation con a restourant

Snoqualmie Falls Lodge

have? ey,

Sports

Showdown time for womens basketball team

by Roger Richied

At the beginning of the 1979-80
Women's basketball season,
nobedy in the first division of Com-
munity Colleges really knew who
would be at the top toward the
end of the year.

For Green River, they had a slight
edge over most teams however,
and they had a right to be, as they
were the defending Division |

Champions.

And tonight, as the ',fe-ur rolis on,

the two best teams in the league,

mistakes with our press and team

record wise, square off head to speed

head Green River's Gators will try to
keep their unbeaten record In
order, while playing Skagit Valley. in
the battle of the unbeatens In
Mount Vermon

“We're a much quicker team,” ex-
plained Head Coach Jill McDavit
when being reminded of the Skagit
Valley contest, "Even though they
(Skagit) have more height, we'll just
have to force them to make

We make our own ice cream!
1315 Auburn Way North
939-6736

One of the reasons why the
GRCC women are unbeaten In
league play Is the result of their
closest victory of the year, an 87-63
win at Everatt,

Sophomore Kathy McAlpine led
the visitors with 19 points while Rox-
anne Asay chipped In 16.

Everett proved to be an easier
victory than the score indicated as
the Gators jumped on top quickly

and steadily pulled away form the
home squad.

"Once we got our fast break,
moving nff the rebound. the game
was over.” noted McDavit . who

seemed very confident of her
teams abliity to win and be suc-
cessful further down the schedule
and into the playoffs.

"As a team, we can play very weli
tegether and if we can continue
this, | believe we'll do well the rest of
the year.”

It's not very often that two teams
remain unbeaten in the same divi-
sion late in a season. But due to an
early seasonpostponement of the
Green River-Skagit Valley contest,
Feb. 8 was set as the maoke-up date,
and as the result, tonight’s winner
will be one step ahead in the race
for the Division Championship.
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High salaries okay

‘But not out of my pocket!”

Recently, the National Football League releas-
ed its infermation on player salaries for the com-
pleted season. Once again, O. J. Simpson was
the highest paid player, earning S800,000 plus
for the year.

Walter Payton finished
second in the running, as
he earned some
$450,000. The list con-
tinued on, listing amounts
on down the line,

After reading the infor-
mation, it made me once
again get a litte bit
jealous about how much
money these guys are
puling in. | mean, here | g
am thinking that
525000 a year would
be a pretty good salary,
and these guys are mak-
ing ten to twenty times
that amount!

The story is the same for all major professional
sports. In baseball, Dave Parker is reported to
earn a million dollars a year. In basketball. David
Thompson is the $800,000 man. In hockey,
Bobby Orr earns some S600,000 per seqason.

The average salaries in these sports are also

staggering. An averagée baseball player earns

by Mark Blaisdeli

Remember Valentine's Day

with cards and gifts from the Papertree

SALE!

Bonnie Bell lfems
assorted books

Sportslight

—
\.:..L
Photo by Rick Gordon
John Bragg touched off a free throw while teammates and opponents intently watched. The
Gatu;?s?}ug llraal:;: on the winning track Wednesday in beating Bellevue104-84. The Women
won . 91-83.

about 585000 a year, a football player about
560,000. In hockey the average salary is about
SIOCO00 and in basketball it is about
S150.000!

When seeing these figure my mind Im-
mediatley jumps to conclusions. "These players
are overpald, and that's not all, that money is
coming out of my pocketl”

These thoughts are felt by many sports fans, I'm
sure, But I'm convinced that both conclusions are

+ &TONSeous.

Like any guod, the more rare and desired
it is,. the more it can command in the open
market. Athlete’s services at the professional
level are indeed both rare and desirable. If the

| owner didn't think the players were worth the
money they were paying them,

they just
wouldn't pay it.

When you say that an athlete s overpaid, who
are you comparing him to? Rock singers, movie
stars, business executives? The points is, there is
no valid analogy that can be drawn.

If an owner thinks he can make more money if
he has a certain player playing for him. he'll be
wiling to give that player what other people
might consider alot of money. If teams were not
making money while paying these high salaries,
:ha sﬂgnes would not keep excalating the way

hey do.

"Well so whatl” somecne might say, "I'm the

dPececeeeeeeeed
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Just minutes from GRCC!
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.Gators drop
_ second in row

if by Mark Blaisdell -;-
: Green Rivers mens basketball :
‘ team dropped Its second straight &
: game last Saturday at Everett, by a: 'E
“ score of 90-81. o
:  The win enabled Everett to cilrnbr;:
into a second place fie with Ed-%:
2 monds, two games off the pace sef =
: by the Gators in Region | play. Four

: games remain to be played twgg:

AR
:L_J

: The Gators played the gﬂme
: without one of their top scorers and &
ebounders, Don Smith, who was -:::ut i
with a foot injury.

= “Although we were without Smlth *‘
| thought we played very well”

: commented Coach Bob Aubar'r
:::5 "And | thought Smith's reprﬂ-:ernerm

i Rich Drysdale, plcwed an outstan-z
i dmg ball game.” 7

Drysdale, starting in place ofw
Smith, paced the Gators with 18
: points and 14 rebounds.

The game was fairly closer
fhroughmi and had the Gatorsi:
= behind by only three points ut‘-‘
i halftime, 42-39. But then Everett,:

% paced by Dale Daniels’ 25 pmnis
-:; and 21 rebounds, surged ahead. :5::‘
#  The Gators pulled back to within::
5=.. five points late in the half, but could
= not pull the victory out.

John Bragg matched Drysdale's 15:
i points for the Gators, followed b!,r
% Pat Church's 17 and Cliver Henry's 15.5
+' Church also added six assists, :f'-

—'&.’ e e

one who's going to have to pay for itl” This Is the
theory that most sports fans posess. It is an ex-
cuse that the owners have used in ralsing prices.

In baseball's National league. the New York
Mets have one of the lowest payrolls in the
league and their average ticket price Is around
513.60. In contrast, the Los Angeles Dodgers have
one of the top payrolls in the league and yet
their average ticket price is essentially the same.

What it bolls down to Is that the owners are
charging what the market will bear. Through
calculations, they have arived ot the ticket
price(s) which they feel will generate the most
revenue.

If they were to raise the pricels) too high
chances are a lot less people would come to the
games. While they would be paying the higher
price, the number of pecple involved would drop
drastically and total revenue would not be as
much as it was before the price increase.

Somehow, though, | still get incensed when |
hear players in the professional leagues quoted
as saying they're going fo hold out next year for
another $100,000.

(NOTE: some of this information was obtained
from Sports Nlustrated, July 17, 24, & 31, 1978 issue.)
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