ent 3%e

tunity when one can help start a college.
1 have had an exciting 18 years, it has
never been boring.”

The Inauguration of a President

The of Dr. Melvin R. Lindbloom as President of Green River Com-
munity marked the realization of a dream and the culmination of long
years of work.

“-inwmmd:phumm October 19, 1966 at 2:30
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In the beginning . . .

there was mud and mudpuddles Then pieces of intrigue
and tall trees that kept out the caught man’s attention and
sun. The forest had stood for teased his imagination. Man
centuries and haunted the surveyed the bleak and windy
shrouds of solitude hill and recognized its potential.

A conception of the imagination
gave way to the birth of an idea:
a school—a big school—Green
River College was born
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In the light of progress Green o : 7
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. . . and imposed itself on the
land and waited for it’s debut
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Finally the shadow broke, the soul awoke and the doors

swung open to invite the young and ambitious

Books opened—minds opened the: rest followed naturally enough
o e R, |/ N e £ \

18 : ('
‘5.4:

minds of many

(Editor’s note: Some of the words and
pictures courtesy of KNONAHI
rmagazine. )
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of another day
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“His major accomplishments has been
to add the personal touch to everything
he does, both for the students, faculty
and community.

For example, how many school
presidents are still advising students?
And vet Dr. Lindbloom still does and re-
quires his administration staff to do the
s5ame.

Also as tennis coach for the last ten
years, he had made a point to send a
personal note to the teams to con-

gratulate them. (Steve

Sauvers—Business Admistration and

Tennis Coach)

(Doug Carr, Division Chair-
“Mel's major accomplishments at man—Physical Education)

GRCC have been to establish the col- B0 i F et o i
lege in the first place and then to lead it : ]
through all its growing pains of the last

15 years. The latter was easier, during
the first few years. When the staff was
small and funds were relatively
available, but it must have been more
difficult during the last few years.”

“Dr. Lindbloom has been responsible
for creating an atmosphere to allow
vocational education to grow to high
levels of achievemnent. We have one of
the most prominent voc. ed. program
and faculty in the entire state.

fiehasaﬂmmdedwmtm&rmjusttoﬁs 't of
exist, but to work co-operatively toward Associate Dean
a common goal” tional Educator)

1 have always appreciated Dr. Lind-
bloom because he has not attempted to
dictate teaching techniques or
philosophies. He has given his faculty
freedom and not intruded.

I have also really liked his accessibili-
ty. He has had an open door and has
hung out the ‘welcome shingle.” (William
Merifield, Psychology Instructor)

Photo not availahble

“One of the chief strengths of Dr.
Lindbloom has been his openess to
faculty and students. He has allowed
student and staff alike to introduce new
programs. The Artist and Speaker series
was one of those programs which has
been extremely successful over the past
few years.
He has always had a special way ol
working with the community as is in-
dicated by his recognition by many state
leaders. Dr. Lindbloom has worked very
close with the state to get new programs
concerning education under way.

Dr. Lindbloom has also done much in
the area of helping students of low
academic achievements, He has never
Earl Norman, Dean for Students) closed the doors of Green River to
anyone who wanted an education.

“We have had a leader that has been
able to work in co-operation with other
community college leaders on legislative
issues because he has been highly
respected. That has been of benefit to
our school.” (Don Alex-
ander—Mathernatics Instructar)




get his mother a pair of alligator shoes or
an alligator purse.” But since he couldn’t
afford those items, he sent her the

Gators had a nice ring to it.)

A makeshift facility was setup to
house the reptile in the student center in
a room in the Government Services Ad-

The idea of building a community col-
lege in the Aubum area began when the
state legislature legalized an extended
secondary school concept which allow-
ed 13th & 14th vear secondary educa-
tion within a school district.

Aubum School district opened Green
River College for 13th & 14th year. The
term community college was not used
because they were not allowed to be
built near universities,

When Haves Holman came to
Aubum in 1954, he started to discuss
the possibility of a junior college In the
area. By this time the school district had
a fairly extensive adult education pro-
gram which had almost 1,000 students
enrolled in night school

in 1961, the law was changed to per-
mit community colleges in counties with
colleges and universities and in high
population areas.

community
Aubum was one of the first to submit an
application. The legislature permitted
and Big Bend.
After losing its bid, the Aubum

meone brave enough to pick up the
gator and put back in his homemade
aquarium. (I wouldn't do it.)

Also, Grec wouldn’t eat. Someone

automotive students whose new
facilities would not be finished until Spr-

take care of the forgotten mascot.
They decided to call attention to the
plight of the little gator and “gatomnap-
him. Aquarium and all, Gree sud-

_Eﬂ‘au@?mia&:wﬂﬁm;tm?
answer was obvious: Highline,
Who else

original faculty member belonged to the
GRCC “stock vard gang.”

The next year, the college moved o
its present location. The Holman Library
was the sole bullding and housed the
business program and student center,
Science classes were located at Lea
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Gator saga is now just history

a0 off went a resourceful troop of
students, disguised as workmen in white
coveralls, who strode into the Highline
gym in broad daylight. took the Thunder-
bird (a small totem pole) to be “repaired.”
from

they were just trying to call attention to
the plight of the gator. It worked.
But what about the Thunderbird?
Highline officials, checking for a work
order on their Thunderbird that had
been

I'm not sure how Bob found out who
had the bird because it wasn't his
students. As [ recall, at least one of them
was mine. The Thunderbird was
retumed quietly and Green River (until
now) was never exposed for its bold

the Gator was stolen and sent for a new
one which they presented to our editor.
Suddenly the college had two alligators.
Then some student won one in some
kind of contest and donated it to the
school on the condition it be called “Keg-
ger” instead of “Gree.”

The editor took care of the one
alligator and it died within a few days.
She really felt bad about it.

One of the other ones died and finally
the one remaining alligator was put in
the new greenhouse the biology depart-
ment had built and it died the first day in
ts new environment.

The gator has never really been
replaced and those who have had a con-
siderable part in the rare and upkeep of
frees T - masco feuch as Earl
e _any e ve newr campaigned
ior the revival of the idea.

S0 today students are left to ask,
“‘What ever happened to the live
mascot?” Now you know.

Party to honor
Lindbloom, June 21

by Donna Bieber

A red, white and blue “Farewell
Salute” to Dr. Melvin Lindbloom is
slated for June 21. The dinner-dance
will mark his retirement after 30 years in
education, 15 of which were spent serv-
ing GRCC.

Dr. Lindbloom, considered by many
faculty and staff as being the Father of
Green River Community College was
the key person involved in the crea-
tion of the college. He was named presi-
dent of GRCC in October 1964, prior to
the schools, opening in September
1965,

Dr, Lindbloom announced his retire-
ment effective June 30, several months

ago. The Board of Trustees accepted
Lindbloom's letter of resignation, “with
exireme regret.” Dr. Lindbloom has not
vet made his future plans public.

The Alumni Relations Department will
sponsor the “Farewell Salute” to begin
with a social hour at 7 p.m., dinner
follows at 8 in the Lindbloom Student
Center. The big band sound of “Accent”,
a local group, starts at 9:30 pm.

Tickets for the dinner-dance are $20
per person and may be purchased in ad-
vanced before May 27. Checks may be
made payable to the Green River Com-
munity College Foundation, in care of
the Alumni Relations Department, or by
contacting the college, extension 318.
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We make our own ice cream!
1315 Auburn Way North
939-6736
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