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Shakespeare day a big success on campus

Seattle Shakespeare Co. highlights the evening with their version of “Romeo and Juliet”

Sean Kramer
Staff Writer

Green River hosted “Shakespeare day”
last October 14th in the Performance
arts center with speakers, clips from
Shakespeare films as well as discussion
and student performances all preceded a
performance by the Seattle Shakespeare
Co. of Romeo and Juliet.

Festivitieskicked offat10a.m. when Mark
Chamberlain, a local actor, entertaining
a packed house of students speaking of,
among many things, comparing Romeo
and Juliet to teenagers and kids of today.

He also touched on biographic facts
of Shakespeare’s life as an actor and play
write, as well as inspiring many young
actors in the crowd with tips on how to get
the most out of the text and the power that
Shakespeare and his work has over society
today.

One of his major points of his lecture
was that Shakespeare’s plays were meant to
be performed.

That actors and directors decide the
ultimate interpretation of the text and
preached to the audience, comprised of
many student actors, how to get the most
from Shakespeare’s texts.

As well as the differences one gets
when Shakespeare is performed on stage,
where dialogue and speech set most of the
scenery and background in Shakespeare’s
work, compared to Shakespeare on film,
where many lines can be cut due to the fact
there are visuals that tell the viewers what
the situations are.

Students that stuck around after the
lecture were able to watch Chamberlain
coach four groups of student thespians
that performed a scene from Romeo and
Juliet where father Capulet forces Juliet to
marry the county Paris, as well as watch
the Seattle Shakespeare Co. get ready for
their performance.

Others enjoyed a clip from the Franco
Zeffirelli production of Romeo and Juliet
while observing how Shakespeare is

different and in some ways enhanced when
it’s on film compared to a stage production,
including factors such as visuals, scenery,
cut dialogue, being more realistic, and
the ability of the actor to use their tone
of voice, compared to a stage production
where an actor would have to raise their
voice for the entire audience to hear them.

However, the day was made when the
Seattle Shakespeare Co., comprised of five
actors that tour the area performing at
High Schools and Middle schools mainly,
performed Romeo and Juliet in it’s entirety
in only ninety minutes.

Their performance was a fast paced
productionwheretheactorswere constantly

changing costumes to accommodate the
fact that each actor played at least two
roles.

Many lines were cut as well as even a few
characters where formed into one, such as
Lady Capulet being cut with Father Capulet
taking most of her important lines.

The most enjoyable part of the
performance was the group performed it
in a way that the audience could relate and
understand to what was going on as well as
a heavy dose of well placed humor but still
sticking to the story.

“Ithoughtit wasamazing. I thoughtit was
ecstatic,” said Mike McClimans, a thespian
himself at Green River who participated

www.seattleshakespeare.org/ Courtesy Photo

in the earlier student performances of the
Father Capulet scene. “I was impressed
with how fast they did it. It's something
I'd love to do”

Overall, the first ever Shakespeare day
event at Green River went very well, with
great student participation.

Jennifer Whetham, an English faculty
member at Green River and one of the
main organizers of the event was pleased
with the way everything came together
and the support from the students.

“I thought we had a great turnout,’
she said. “T was really happy it all came
together so well”

WSU rewards transfer students with 3.5 GPA

Students with excellent grades will face less
complicated application process

Christin Helt
Staff Writer

Washington State University (WSU)
in Pullman Washington has decided to
reward students who earn a 3.5 GPA or
higher automatic admission starting at
once.

It's called
Program, designed to relieve the stress

the Assured Admission

of waiting for an acceptance letter.
Competition among colleges to have the
best and brightest students is another
factor in the motives for this program, but
the benefits of it go both ways.

WSU applicants who meet the criteria
for the latest admission requirements
will feel more welcomed on campus, and
the administrators will be happy with the
average GPA of their undergraduates.

For those in the top ten percent of their
graduating class the only thing to lose

sleep over is the amount of tuition they

will owe. Furthermore, scores on the SAT',
the ACT’s, or other standardized tests are
less imperative compared to report cards.
This new program at WSU is sure to make
any hard working student a little less
apprehensive while searching for the right
college.

Although some Universities in the state
ask that students grade point average
is at least 3.0 or higher like Central
Washington University and the University
of Washington, students with that grade
are not guaranteed admission.

At DeVry University in Seattle they
require a 2.0 at minimum or have taken
enough classes at an approved post-
secondary school beforehand. For those
who plan on going to a University after
community college its important to
know the admission requirements for the
different schools in the area.

Each establishment has a website that

students can review with all of the
information needed when considering
a continuation of their education.

When colleges are looking over
students’ transcripts and applications,
a few of the things they look at is
students’ grade point average, high
school or General Education Degree
completion, test scores, and sometimes
extracurricular activities.

It's best to get all the ducks in a
row before spending $25-$100 on the
application process.

Having an A average in all classes
on graduation day at Green River
Community College might mean its
time to move on to bigger and better
colleges, all the while trying not to
break the bank.

From room and board, to books and
transportation costs it’s easy to watch
the student loans pile up.

While admission is guaranteed at
Washington State University the tuition
is a whopping $6,720 on average for

10-18 credits every term. A student who
plans on living on campus might expect
an average of $21, 242 every term they are
enrolled.

At the University of Washington
students can get away with a little less by
paying a total of $5,460 for tuition alone.

Central Washington University saves
students a couple thousand at $4,842
per quarter. If money is tight and paying
tuition seems like an impossible feat,
its never too early to start applying for
scholarships.

Setting goals and working hard to
achieve them will usually end in success
and self gratification, when it comes to
college admission these accomplishments
could mean a surefire way to continue
your quest for schooling.

Students have complained about the
complicated application process for years.
With the Assured Admission Program at
WSU, this process becomes less traumatic
or nerve-wrecking and could quite
possibly make selecting a university quick

and uncomplicated.
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Puget Sound Blood Center to
host blood donating event

Quarterly blood drive a chance for students to donate

Cheyenne Szarka
Staff Writer

Puget Sound Blood Center wil be at
Green River Community College for its
quarterly blood drive on November 19.

Students who wish to donate blood
must be 18 years old or get permission
from a parent or guardian if younger.
Furthermore, students must be in healthy
condition and have a weight of at least
110 lbs. All students are encouraged to
participate.

Many students may
wonder why they should
give blood. They might
ask themselves if it’s
really going to benefit
others. According to Julie
French, health services
coordinator hereat GRCC,
“one donation saves three
lives”

In America, blood is needed every 2
seconds. Everyday there’s a need for 39,000
units of blood.

Donated blood not only helps victims of
accidents, but cancer, blood and immune
systems diseases, surgery, heart and blood
vessel disease, organ or bone marrow
transplantation and other sick patients as
well.

“We have a really giving community at
Green River and we have had 97 people
donate blood” Said French. Theres no
need for people to be worried about the
effects of giving blood and what it will do
to their bodies.

Giving blood is 100 percent safe. To
ensure the safety of the donors, avoid
giving blood if you have Anemia, high/low
blood pressure, body piercings that are
recent, cold or flu, hepatitis, HIV/AIDS,
infection, international travel, organ/tissue
transplant, or are pregnant. Giving blood
is 100 percent safe,

People who will be planning on giving
blood on Nov. 19 can prepare their bodies
by eating a healthy meal and drinking
fluids at least 4 hours prior to donating.

There will be refreshments

“Theres no need for given during the process.
people to be worried
about the effects of
giving blood and
what it will do to
their bodies. “

“Why do people do it?”
French asked herself, “I
think it's a simple way to
give to the community,
plus it’s a great way to get a
free cookie and juice!”

The process of actually
collecting the blood takes
roughly 10 minutes. The
rest of the hour is for a health history,
physical examination of blood, pulse, and
temperature. About 1 pint of blood will
be collected from a person. Blood may be
donated every 56 days.

Donors are asked to make sure they are
feeling well before they leave, if they are
not feeling well, it’s vital that they let an
attendant know.

Frenchisasking for astudent’s volunteers
to help promote the event. Students may
contact French in the Lindbloom Center
(LC) building on the second floor.

Blood drive will take place in the LC,
Glacier room from 8-5:00pm.

New sculpture by Gary
Bates installed on campus

“Rain Scale” a piece on the rain scale in Auburn

Justin Runquist
Staff Writer

Construction is almost complete on
GRCC’s newest and largest outdoor
sculpture overarching the pond outside
the Tech Center. Accomplished Sculptor
Gary Bates who designed and built the
artwork himself calls it the Rain Scale.
“It is an expression of how much rain the
Seattle area gets. Water is the starter of this
piece and gravity is the motor;” said Bates
in an interview on YouTube.

It may not be apparent yet, but the
sculpture is made to move when Auburn
receives rain. The 18 ft diameter ring at
the top is built to collect rainwater. After
filling up with precisely 2 and 5/8 gallons
of water, it will tilt to dump it out and cause
a rocking motion that should continue for
some time.

As it stands, the Rain Scale may look
complete, but Bates still has some fine
tuning to do before it will become fully
functional. There are eight screws on each
side of the arch between two plates at
the top. Bates says he needs to adjust the
screws to the correct point for the rocking
ring at the top to tilt and continue to move
correctly.

“It looks so simple, but it is very
complex,” said Bates.In addition to minute
adjustments, he will install a pump on the
bridge crossing over the pond for days

devoid of rain. The pump will shoot water
20 inches above the top of the ring, creating
the collection of water needed to initiate its
rocking motion.

Bates began the project with a much
smaller model of the Rain Scale to test
its design. He took into account that the
water cannot leave the ring too fast or too
slow or else it would not tilt correctly and
the same goes for the actual Rain Scale.

His calculations and measurements were
correct upon its first test, and the model
worked. After filling it with two cups of
water, it would tilt and rock for an average
of about 43-53 minutes. For exactly how
long the actual sculpture will rock though
is not yet certain because wind and other
factors of its location will play into the
equation too.

Dean of Instruction Capital Projects Sam
Ball, put together a committee of people
who chose to build the sculpture. “We
liked the idea of something that’s kinetic,
that has movement to it;” said Ball. That
drew them to Bates, who had successfully
created a number of such sculptures in his
career, but nothing quite like this.

He had experience creating wind-driven
pieces and that was his original idea, but
since Auburn does not have a lot of wind,
he came up with the idea for a rain-driven
piece, and the committee liked the new
pitch. So although unique to his other
pieces, Bates said it bears the same purpose,
“show nature in a new way.”
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KGRG's 20th Anniversary of “Today’s Rock’

KGRG
Continued from Page 1

Continuing through the studio, one is
encountered by KGRG-1 “The Alternative
Past” Messy shelves littered with bumper
stickers, concert flyers, and various other
give an unaware passerby perhaps the
greatest representation of college radio
walking through the short hall to KGRG-
1, and to those aware of KGRG, a brief
moment of nostalgia.

There is a door which separates KGRG-

1 and KGRG-FM, the «KGRG iS l!ke a kld

colleges FM stations.

a window overlooking the courtyard in
front of the LSC, has walls covered in
sound insulating carpeting, the rooms
true wallpaper is music.

Shelves and shelves of CD’, a rack of
8-track tapes, two large speakers, and
a computer which controls the stations
schedule containing thousands of songs
surround a disk jockey sitting at the control
board.

It is from this room where “Today’s
Rock” rock is blasted out to the Auburn
valley.

For 20 years students
have learned the ropes of

Standing  in  this Who went through radio playing music that

doorway puts a person
on the
border between past

and present in several I11 1fS leens and is

facets of the stations

would otherwise go un-

proverbial thejr rebellious stage played in a commercial

setting. KGRG has had
major influence in the rise

iy s el u Ve mBHOWing out as ©f severallocal bands.

evolution of modern -
radio. it

KGRG-1, the spawn
of KGRG-FM, is in

Britney

the infancy of its program dfrector,

development  despite

the fact that it plays

music often listened to by the parents
of KGRG-FM’s target listener’s parents
in their youth. “The Alternative Past”
recently celebrated its first anniversary of
the format.

Also, KGRG-1 is completely automated,
which is a rising trend in an increasingly
frugal industry, relying on a computer
program, rather than a live disc jockey to
connect with the listeners.

Students and staff record liners which
are inputted into the program, a practice
called “voice tracking.”

After passing through the portal from
past to present, oddly, one is encountered
with perhaps commercial radio’s equivalent
to a carbureted engine, living, breathing
humans.

Standing in the station’s lobby, it is
as though one has entered an alternate
universe compared to the regimented
college setting they are used to.

The perimeter of the lobby has two
couches, where staff members can often be
found having conversations which test the
boundaries of obscenity.

Two computers sit to the west side of
the lobby, computers which have possibly
viewed every YouTube video which have
also straddled the boarder of decency.

Twodoorslead to the station’s production
and news studio, but a third door leads the
place where many a KGRG alumni, from
famous to completely anonymous, has
sat for the past 20 years playing “Today’s
Rock;” KGRG's control room.

Though the room, a small studio with

»
matures,

From Nirvana to Nerf
safd Herder, MXPX to Mad
Caddies, Mudhoney,
Murmy, Presidents of the United
States of America, Mother
Love Bone, Modest Mouse
and several other bands
have received some of their first radio
spins on KGRG.

Tom Krause, the General Manager of
KGRG took over the station in 1994, and
after nearly 15 years of experience with
the students of KGRG, Krause has noticed
notable changes among the students, but
even more parallels.

“There has been a lot of evolution, but
a lot has stayed the same.” said Krause.
Krause explained that the station has
always carried an attitude of rebellion and
counter-culture, but the main thing that
has stayed the same is “an overriding love
for music.

KGRG Program Director, Britney
Murray, who is 19 years old and younger
than the station has a slightly altered take.

“KGRG is like a kid who went through
their rebellious stage in its teens and is
mellowing out as it matures,” said Murray.

It is only right that the station put
together a concert to celebrate its 20th,
and that is exactly what KGRG has in the
works,

The names of the bands involved are top
secret, but it will be held Nov. 7. Weeks away
from the concert, KGRG’s management
staff is already excited for the event.

“If the school doesn’t burn down it will
be a success,” said John Swanke, KGRG
music director.

The concert promises to celebrate
KGRGs illustrious history. “It will be a
cornucopia of KGRG’s past and present,’
said Mark Burkhart, head of training,

Dear Green River Students,

My name is Victoria Choe and I am the
Clubs and Organizations Coordinator at
Green River Com-munity College. I am
writing in hopes of finding sponsors for
the “Giving from Heart” event,

The weather is becoming colder and it is
harder to see sun throughout the day, but
knowing that the holiday season is around
the corner, it warms up our hearts.

The holiday season is a time where warm
greetings and gifts are exchanged between
loved ones. Parents/guardians get to see
big and bright smiles on their children’s
faces and hear the laughter as the children
receive their presents.

However, in such a beautiful and a warm
fam~ily holiday, some parents/guardians
do not get a chance to see the bright smiles
on their children’s faces due to financial
constraints.

This winter, spend a warm family holi-

day not just with your loved ones, but
with the whole Green River community
by sponsoring a family and helping to
make children’s holiday wishes come
true!

Please stop by the Student Programs
office in LC building room 204 to do-
nate for “Giving from the Heart!”

- Victoria Choe

Giving
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Presidential debate winner: It's debatable

Jean-Pierre Garcia and Michael Espinosa duke it
out over the winner of the presidential debates

Commentary by
Jean-Pierre Garcia

Domestic Policy was discussed on the
third and final presidential debate on Oct.
15. With Joe the Plummer on his way
to political fame, this was an excellent
opportunity for John McCain to be
aggressive and show how his policies shape
up back home. Education, Health Care,
Economic plans, and Taxes were among
the primary topics under review. This is
how things stacked up.

Education was a major point in the
debate that affects everyone in campus’
nationwide, their children, now and in the
near future.

Both senators were vying for more
funds for early childhood education
and providing parents with options to
send their kids to the schools that they
need. Charter schools were mentioned to
improve competition and reward good
teachers.

Programs to recruit desperately needed
teachers include: Teach for America and
Troops to Teachers. These programs can
also reduce the unemployment rate for
retired soldiers.

For the college student, McCain guns for
student loans, having a feasible repayment
schedule and a full student loan system for
in state tuition.

No Child Left Behind was brought up as
an attempt for the nation to address public
education through a series of unfunded
mandates. The concept was noble but it
has caused a whole set of new problems
in addition to not solving the one it was
intended for. This policy is said to be under
the list of programs needing reform.

Barack Obama said something that
didn’t suit me. While his verbiage was
eloquent and very flattering it bothered
me. He said that college students weren't a
special interests group.

I hate to say it but college students are
a special interest group. We do not reflect
a separate class, a specific party, or the
majority of the nation. We are group who
aim to affect public policy.

Community Colleges were brought up
during the Energy and Trade portion of
the debate. McCain advocated worker
retraining for displaced workers. This is
something that colleges already do and
those who go to the Workforce office can
attest to its benefits and dire need in the
current economic state.

Increasing funds for these programs
can only help more people in a tough
situation.

To address the current economic crisis
McCain has added tax breaks for seniors,
capital gains and write offs for stock losses.
He plans to allocate 300 billion in funds
from the rescue bill and buy up 11 million
mortgages to keep those homeowners who
are on the brink of losing their homes in
their homes.

McCain referred to Senator Clinton,
and action taken to reverse the Great
Depression in support of this plan to
increase home value. He also plans to
take on companies that support subprime
mortgages.

Obama however, intends to raise taxes
on a foundation of the economy...small
businesses. The middle class uses and is
a part of the small business industry. By
raising taxes on small business owners,
a class that is smaller in number to the
middle class and make less revenue to large
corporations, will be financially crushed.

While it may be fair to tax those who can
afford it, can small businesses foot the bill?
Can two percent pay taxes to support 98
percent? Will our small businesses which
are also doing their part in driving the
economy, providing goods and jobs survive
a tax increase when so many people are
struggling?

People wonder why so many people are
losing jobs as companies are outsourcing,
Having the second highest tax rate on
business in the world might affect those
decisions. If those taxes are increased what
would happen to the corporations we still
have?

Raising taxes on small businesses feels
like we are punishing those who make a
little bit of success. McCain doesn’t want to
raise taxes. No one does but how else will
Obama fund the tax cuts for the middle
class?

McCain includes a pay freeze across the
board to stop excessive spending reducing
further debt and is willing to decrease
defense spending in his plan. Some
specific programs he plans to cut are the
marketing assistance, ethanol subsidies,
and eliminating a tariff on sugar cane
based ethanol from Brazil.

Both sides offer spending to benefit the
US both in the short run and long run.
Obama has mentioned several times of
investment. Ultimately investment is not a
bad thing. However, can we afford to invest
in all of his projects? A college student
barely surviving on ramen noodles cannot
make investments right off the bat. With
this economic crisis it looks doubtful that
we have the money to spend. We can't take
all of his projects on at once.

Commentary by
Michael Espinosa

In such a historic presidential election,
the debates between McCain and Obama
did not live up to all of our expectations.

In the beginning, before any of the
debates even started, John McCain
decided he had to postpone his campaign,
cancelling an appearance on The Late
Show with David Letterman to “rush” to
Washington to solve the economic crisis.

Disregarding the interview he did with
Katie Couric in the same timeslot and night
as his cancelled Late Show appearance.

After the “postponement” of his
campaign, McCain put forward the idea of
postponing the debate as well, This concept
wasn't received by the public very well.

Surprisingly, the first debate happened
without any postponement. Yet, neither
candidate seemed to act like there was an
economic crisis happening.

To quote Paul Begala, a Democratic
Strategist, “I was astonished - it seemed like
the economic debate, it could have been
frozen in time from two or three months
ago. McCain yapping about earmarks, and
Obama yapping about his programs to
cut taxes” Begala is a former advisor for
President Bill Clinton.

In the second debate, they chose to have
a “town hall” setting, where people in the
audience would ask the candidates their
questions. John McCain has been fighting
to get his opponent, Barack Obama, to do
something like this over the campaign trail.
So, one would assume that he must shine in
this setting, and would undoubtedly think
that he would pull away with the debate.

Sadly, this was not the case. The debate,
all 93.5 minutes of it, was the same jabs
that we've all heard before. “[Obama’s]
tax increases increase taxes!” McCain
exclaimed. This was one of the many
attacks McCain put on Obama throughout
the night, with Obama spending much
of his time defending himself from these
attacks.

McCain also tried to talk himself up,
“I've reached across the aisle...” when
regarding his past voting record, citing Joe
Lieberman as an example. Most people who
are politically aware would barely consider
Lieberman “across the aisle” anymore.

Out of the countless irrelevant anecdotes
that both candidates gave to support
their stances, Obama had one that was
touching. When asked about healthcare,
Obama told the story of his mother, who
died of cancer, fighting her insurance
company over coving her hospital bills.
The insurance companies claiming that
there was a chance of it being a preexisting
condition. Obama went on to call this a
“fundamentally flawed system”.

Then the night came to the moment that
defined the entire political atmosphere: the
debate had concluded, and McCain and
Obama went to congratulate each other
and awkwardly waved to the crowd.

The third presidential debate, on Oct.
15, was moderated by Bob Schieffer of CBS
news.

Like the majority of the other debates,
this one was filled with random attacks
from McCain and Obama spending a lot
of time defending himself.

One thing that made any intellectual
mind twitch was the mentioning of the
Bill Ayers issue for, literally, the millionth
time. Not only was there no reasoning for
it, there was no real conclusion to it. Like
many of the issues, they both just made
accusations of each other and fought for
more airtime.

Of the many annoying terms used to
represent us, the American people, John
McCain introduced “Joe the Plumber” at
the last debate. “Joe the Plumber” is just
another cheap way for politicians to try to
appeal to the Middle class. More classless
tactics to gain more votes, you betcha.
Sadly, both candidates jumped at the
opportunity to use this eponym, to use it
over twenty times.

Schieffer did his best to keep order,
and a few times, it actually worked. One
man, however, cannot stop the egos of two
mainstream politicians.

Surprisingly, McCain and Obama both
claimed to be running “clean” campaigns.
This would be true, if they were both
completely unaware of both of their
campaign’s commercials where “I approve
this message” appears at the end of each
one.

A CBS poll of undecided Independents
immediately following the debate showed
that 53 percent thought Obama won. 24
percent said it was a tie, with 22 percent
favoring McCain.

If a winner must be declared, Obama
would have to be it. He was able to carry
himself in a more professional manner.
When McCain would send around his
nonsensical attacks to Obama, Barack
mostly smiled and waited until McCain
finished the attack before he made his
rebuttal. He thoroughly struck back against
these attacks, and even took a swipe at Fox
News and their conservative reputation.

McCain, on the other hand, would just
break into Obamas rebuttals to snicker,
breathe heavily, or even try to retort. He
stuttered through many of his words, and
tried to go around some of the questions
he was asked. Not to mention his multiple
uses of Autism, a learning disorder, to try
to appeal. Even when autism had little to
do with the topics he was on, and were
merely used for political gain.

Non-partisan news sources help guide citizens past propaganda warring media

Age difference between
couples growing

Alex Hoggard
Staff Writer

Election time tends to confuse people.
Voters get so lost in the media’s haze of
propagandaand misconstrued information
about candidates that they often no longer
know who or what to believe.

Did Barack Obama take the oath of office
for the U.S. Senate on the Koran? Did he
serve on a board with a radical terrorist
from the 1960s?

Well, the answer to both questions is a
resounding no. One is just a pure lie and
the other is a lengthy stretch of the truth,
but many still believe these rumors along

with a number of others about either of the
two leading candidates.

The truth is that it's hard to find the real
truth. At one point or another during this
election season both of the above rumors
were widely published as hard news and
many McCain supporters still present
them as true. Both campaigns are guilty of
this type of sabotage. That is just the nasty
nature of election season.

Untruths and bias are everywhere.
They are in debates, speeches, newspaper
columns, radio talk shows, TV news, blogs,
magazines, websites and the list can go on
and on. This can be awfully confusing and
damaging to anyone, especially undecided
voters, who can be easily swayed one way
or another by a single piece of information
about a candidate. Just hope that that
information is correct.

There is hope though for those who
want to navigate through the propaganda
to find the real truth. Luckily, there are
several sources that work to separate fact
from falsity surrounding the candidates.

One is politifact.com. This nonpartisan
website's mission is to, “help voters
separate fact from falsehood in the 2008
presidential campaign.” The St. Petersburg
Times of Florida and Congressional
Quarterly of Washington, D.C. run the
site. Journalists and researchers from each
of the two news sources work to check
the facts claimed in debates, speeches, TV
ads, interviews and any other source of
campaign information.

Campaign claims and attacks are
constantly investigated and results are
updated daily on the website to ensure
accurate analysis. It is built around the

“Truth-O-Meter,” a scale used to rate the
truth behind candidates’ particular claims
and attacks. It has six rankings: “True,
Mostly True, Half True, Barely True, False
and Pants on Fire” The last on the list
represents the most farfetched of lies.

The site includes detailed explanations of
the facts and analysis behind their rankings.
It offers a history of the candidates’ record
of truth and lie-telling. Also, it features a
tool called the “Flip-O-Meter” This judges
whether a candidate has changed his or
stance on an issue and the degree to which
it has changed.

Another credible source is factcheck.org,
It is a likewise nonpartisan group working
to achieve the same goal as politifact.
com. The project is officially known as
the Annenberg Political Fact Check, and
it is run by the Annenberg Public Policy




GRCC Surveyed

548 students weigh in on the upcoming presidential election,
results show an unexpected trend among age groups

Justin Runquist
Staff Writer

GRCC students presented an over-
whelming preference for Senator Obama
over Senator McCain in a presidential
election survey conducted on campus last
week.

548 students were surveyed in total. The
results showed that about one-third of the
student body either cannot or will not vote
for various reasons.

“I'm not old enough, which sucks,” said
fifteen-year old Jessika Schmit, “because
I really want to vote in this historic elec-
tion.”

Of the two-thirds who will cast a vote,
60 percent are voting for Obama, and only
25 percent are voting for McCain.

10.8 percent are still undecided, and 4.2
percent are going to vote for a third party
candidate.

Many of the students who cannot vote
still have a preference though and would
vote if they were permitted to do so in this
election.

“I'm seventeen years old, and my eigh-
teenth birthday is Dec. 16. If I could, I
would vote Obama,” said Matt Zyskowski.

So, if they could vote, the numbers
would look slightly different. Voting for
Obama would drop to about 56 percent,
and McCain would win over about 26 per-
cent of the votes.

Those voting for a third party candidate
would stay about the same, and undecided
voters would increase to 13 percent.

Fyeyes

Third Party
9%

More students are voting for Obama
than McCain for a number of reasons. The
most common one seems to be change.

“We haven't had luck with republicans.
McCain will be no different. We need
change.” said Dan Austin.

Most students also like the candidate for
how he plans to attack big the big issues.

“I'm voting for Obama because I agree
with his economic policies and views on
health coverage completely” said Chris
Allman.

Some feel that Obama relates better to
them than McCain does.

“He is young enough to be able to re-
late to the younger voters,” said Heather
O’Brian.

Lately, Obama has gained a significant
amount of support in the polls while Mc-
Cain has lost support.

Many attribute this to the heightened
frequency of negative campaigning Mc-
Cain has been conducting in the past few
weeks.

That is usually a successful tactic, but this
time around it appears to be turning voters
away from McCain and toward Obama.

“Hes strong on his campaign, hasn't
spent the past few weeks attacking his
opponent,” said Miranda Down about
Obama.

Despite the fact that many have been
turned off by the negative campaigning, a
substantial amount of voters still strongly
support McCain for many reasons.

It seems the majority cites experience as
perhaps his greatest quality.

""" Decided voters ages 21-24

Decided voters ages 18-20

Third Party

250
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“I think that since McCain is older he
has more experience and will hopefully
make wise choices when it comes to our
country,” said Hayley Scott.

Some like him for his military experi-
ence.

“Senator McCain has both the military
leadership and strong will to be a world
leader. For the U.S. to remain strong, in
this global community, we need someone
with the conviction of his beliefs to stand
strong,” said Lindell Bruce,

In addition, he has also held onto some
of his conservative base pretty well.

“I'm a conservative dedicated to decreas-
ing the size of the federal government, and
Senator McCain is closest to that plan,”
said Barron Tanay.

Clearly, Obama holds a landslide lead at
GRCC. He remains ahead across most of
the country as well, but other polls show
that the race is still much tighter than it is
here.

Surprisingly though, Obama’s appeal to
younger voters doesn’t seem to apply at
Green River.
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Third Party

undecided

Obama’s support dwindled as voters and
supporters got younger.

The 72 year old McCains support grew
as voters got younger, though he remained
significantly behind Obama even among
students who cannot legally vote.

It is unclear on the GRCC campus
whether or not McCain’s selection of Sarah
Palin as his running mate has had an effect
on voters, as Palin’s name was mentioned
in both positive and negative lights.

A New York Times poll conducted Oct.
10-13 has Obama ahead by 14 percent. The
Los Angeles Times and Bloomberg L.P.
indicate a nine percent Obama lead over
McCain. CNN took an average of several
polls and came out with a six percent lead
for Obama.

Although the exact percentages of his
lead are not consistent, the observable
trend that he is ahead remains steady.

With less than two weeks left until the
election, Obama's lead is sure and strong,
but the game can still change at any mo-
ment.

Decided voters ages 25 and over

Third Party
2%

Decided students under 18

Third Party
9%
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Wonder what it takes to make
hlgh quallty Vldeo? Sign up for Green River’s winter

quarter Video Editing class
]oumahsm 107 will be held at
Green River’s Kent Campus in
Room 255

g.

Come and write for The Current

The Current is looking for photographers,
reporters, graphic designers, and editors.
E-mail or call for more information.
E-mail: thecurrent@greenriver.edu

Phone: (253) 833-9111, ext. 2375
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Pro sports steroid use sets bad example for lower level athletes

The affect of steroids reaches far beyond professional sports,
even at GRCC athletes are affected by steroid use

Andrew Hone
Staff writer

Steroid use, more commonly known as
of late as "doping’, is a very critical issue
when thinking about some of the most
popular athletes who are already successful
in the sports world.

Big names such as Barry Bonds, Sammy
Sosa, and even Tour de France bicyclist
Lance Armstrong have all been accused at
one point in their career for using steroids,
but why?

Is it because of the massive amount of
success they have in the sports world, is
it because the media
is trying to look for
just the bad in these

“The key to eradicating
it is start now. We really to improve”

Steroid use has not been a big issue in
the lower college level, because it simply
hasn't become something people are
aware of.

“Media is sensationalizing bad apples,”
said Kickner, who also believes it will
take an extreme effort for college officials
to be made aware of this issue. “Illegal
performance enhancing techniques,
such as utilizing steroids to increase
strength and mass, are ruining the soul
of competition. It’s selfish, dishonorable,
unhealthy and dangerous. Student
athletes who consider this strategy to gain
an advantage have bigger psychological
problems than the physical
limitations they are trying

entertainers, or is it have to hammer it into “Do they have it in
because these peopleare c : Division-1? Yeah. They
truly doing steroids? the youth - Green river even have it in Division-

Most likely, it is baseball coach Matt 2 in the post season,” said
to stop them from Acker Green River baseball coach
negatively  affecting Matt Acker, who doubts

younger players, like
those at GRCC.

The Green River Gators baseball team
is far from unsuccessful. A team who
a few years ago finished 3rd place in the
NWAACC Championships would likely
have a considerable amount of talent on
the playing field.

When thinking of the sport of baseball,
all that really comes to mind as of late is
steroids, such as who is using them and
how these athletes are getting them.

The point is these athletes are disgracing
there names and careers by cheating at
what is known as “Americas pastime.”

“At the community college level, steroids
aren’t really a concern,” said Bob Kickner,
Green River’s AD who also has experience
as an assistant at Saint Mary’s University.
“The guys using these substances are the
ones out playing Division I sports. I'm not
sure why they do it but they do.”

testing will ever take place
at the Community College level. “Would
it be nice if we had it? Sure. But will we
ever have it? Probably not”

As a coach at Saint Martins University,
six of Coach Acker’s players were chosen
at random for drug testing prior to the
post season. Acker even admitted to
knowing of numerous guys in the league
taking steroids and with no drug testing
taking place.

He also agrees with the actions officials
are taking trying to stop steroid use at
the higher playing levels of the game of

baseball.

“The key to eradicating it is start now.
We really have to hammer it into the
youth,” he said. “The Side effects, theyre
aware of. Its the long term effects they
won't be prepared for”

The players themselves know more than
anyone about how pros are affecting them

when regarding to steroids use.

“When college athletes see pro guys
using steroids, college athletes assume the
only way to become a pro is to use steroids,”
said Kyle Baskett, who plays Center field
for the Gators.

Nathan O'Bryan, a
pitcher for the team said,
“I believe that Pro athletes
have a huge influence on
College athletes. If pro
athletes are taking steroids
all it does is set the bar
higher. College athletes
will get the mentality that
the only way to exceed
your peak is with steroids. So Pro athletes
influence a lot”

Mark Howell, Infielder for the Gators
said, “How pro athletes and steroid use
affect college athletes? Personally 1 don't
let it affect me anymore. When I was a kid
and I heard about pro athletes for example
Mark McGwire had been taking steroids
it was a disappointment. Now I am older
and honestly the use of a pro athlete taking
steroids has no impact what so ever on my

www.iwontcheat.com/courtesy photo

life. Because that just means there is one
less person for me to get by, and to move
up in the baseball world”

Although the coaches and staff at GRCC
are concerned about the health and safety
of their athletes, the junior college level just

isn't competitive

“Personally I don't let it affect enough  for
me anymore...a pro athlete
taking steroids has no impact...
on my life” - Mark Howell,  in
Green River baseball player

steroids to be a
major concern.
With this
mind,
young athletes
hopefully have
the morals and
are in the right
state of mind enough to realize that just
because these substances are making you
better as an athlete doesn't mean they're
making you a better person.
Its things like these that the athletes
of our generation need to realize, so
“America’s past time” doesn't turn into a
disgraced game.

The Mariners are home in October, but fans can still root

With options abound, perhaps some Mariners fans are overlooking a champ

Commentary by
Casey Greer

As baseball's postseason reaches its
climax, its completelynatural, baseball fans,
to have latched your fanhood to
a specific team still involved in
the postseason, Mariners fans,

to root for their hometown team
in October of 2001, but the 2008

“In fact, the
reason Mariners well in the ALDS.
unfortunately, haven't been able fans should root
for the Rays has

after being hired, and took the Mariners to
the ALCS three times.

The Red Sox are have a history littered
with former Mariners, but the biggest
draw for a Mariners fan is Jon Lester.
Lester graduated from Bellarmine prep,
and despite his youth has already had an
eventful, inspirational baseball career.
Lester is a cancer survivor, and spent
parts of 2006 and 2007 recovering from
Lymphoma. Lester pitched a
no-hitter in 2008, and pitched

However, not one of those
teams should have topped the
list of Mariners postseason

postseason offered Mariners absolutely nothingfanhood.

fans a lot of valid choices.

The Phillies have Jamie
Moyer, a storied, long-time
Mariner who was the subject of mther,
Mariners fans dismay a couple
years ago, when some fans were
outraged that the Mariners
chose to capitalize on Moyer’s trade value
as opposed to allowing the crafty lefty to
finish his career in Seattle.

The Cubs are managed by the greatest
manager in Mariner history, Lou Piniella.
Piniella led the Mariners to their first
playoffappearance in 1995, only three years

to do with who

they are, but
who they
are not.”

Mariners fans should be
rooting for, and still rooting
for the Tampa Bay Rays.

The Rays are a team full of
young promising prospects, a
team that has essentially willed
their way into the World Series after over
a decade of historical futility, and have
proven every critic and doubter wrong to
this point. However, none of those reasons
represent why the Rays should be the
Mariners fan's ideal pick as a team to root
for.

In fact, the reason Mariners fans should

root for the Rays has absolutely nothing to
do with who they are, but rather, who they
are not.

For about a half decade in the early 90s,
the Mariners were forecast by baseball
experts to be headed to Tampa.

The 1995 season was marked by several
important victories on the way to the
team’s first postseason berth, but perhaps
the greatest victory came before the season
began.

In early March, an ownership group in
St. Petersburg was awarded one of Major
League Baseballs two expansion teams
which would debut in 1998.

Those teams were the Arizona
Diamondbacks and the Tampa Bay Devil
Rays.

Prior to the 2008 season, the Rays
dropped the “Devil” from their name,.

Perhaps by devine intervention, the
team is now in the World Series.

Though it is hard for a true fan of the
Mariners to switch their loyalties, I'll be
doing it unapologetically.

After a summer which saw Seattle lose
the Sonics, perhaps in retrospect I'd have
been as much a New Orleans Hornets fan
as [ am a Rays fan today, had of course, the
Hornets beat the now-Thunder in the race
to Oklahoma City.

Gator Update

Womens Soccer

Date  Opponent Result
10/08 @Olmypic T2
10/11 (@Whatcum L0-2
10/15 Bellevue L0-1
10/18  (@Skagit Valley T 1-1

Women’s Volleyball

Green River crossover

Date  Opponent Result

10/17 Treasure Valley W

10/17 Mount Hood W

10/17 Edmonds I

10/18 Olympic W

10/18 Tacoma L
Golf

Wildhorse fall fury

Mens

Team finish - 9th. 3-7

Top performer - Brady White - 146
Womens

Team finish - 1st. 10-0

Top performer - Jenna Rochelle 162

Cross Country
PLU Invitational
Team finish - 8th - 222
Top performers
Jacob Calvin - 38 - Mens
Brandon Brewer - 40 - Mens
Courtney Ronning - 70th - Womens
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New initi:étive re-deﬁﬁes SUICIde

Commentary by
Katie Barr

The new initiative, 1-1000, will make
physicians party to suicide, violating the
Hippocratic Oath and can undermine
patient/physician trust. The Hippocratic
Qath is a promise that physicians make
the practice medicine ethically. 1-1000
is to make assisted suicide legal in the
state of Washington. It allows terminally
ill patients with six months or less to live
to receive a prescription for death. This
initiative is similar to the Oregon Death
with Dignity Act, which has been in place
for over ten years. Throughout these ten
years, less than fifty people chose assisted
suicide, but, the Death with Dignity Act
still changed healthcare and the state
health plan. Since 1995, when the Death

~with Dignity Act was passed, similar

assisted suicide proposals have been made
in twenty-one states and not one was
passed. These initiatives were created to
improve the care for all dying patients.
There are many safeguards on 1-1000,
to ensure patient safety. One of the
safeguards is that the patient must tell
the doctor in two different ways, two
verbal and one written requests, both
independently witnessed by someone

who is not family and not employed by

the health care facility. Another safeguard
is that two physicians must \nenfy Ihe

vvvvvvvvvv

‘pahentmustq]spbeatleastisyeemold

and have 6 months or less to live.

to forge death certificates of patients who

.........

choeseasmstedsuicide Qnthnaeath_

ooooooooooo

death. Anothex safwmd m

“suicide.” is not used.
The patient who chooses I- 1000 does
not have to tell their family of their

decision. ’Ihepat:entcangothmughwh‘ - possib
. good fozw_ state or the health care

the assisted suicide, and the family could
never know the truth of how their loved
one died.

1-1000 does not adequately pmtect._

:“;mmormes. seniors, the undermsumd.t'

_insurance companies are likely to
become reluctant to cover expensive

is told that they are going to die in
‘a short amount of time, of course

forge death certificates is completely

“anybody should be able to decide if
) they die or not. People have proved
If I-1000 is passed, physicians will have '

,&M?ei'
is that only the patient can administer
the drugs. I~1000reququsthattheterm, .

people suffering from depression and
mental illnesses, or people with low
incomes. People that are diagnosed
with life-limiting illnesses often
become depressed. This depression is
usually only temporary and treatable.
1-1000 does not require assessment or
treatment for depression. If passed,

end-of-life treatment but become
more willing to cover the cost of
assisted suicide. In Oregon, the state
health plan will pay for assisted
suicide, but doesnt pay for some
‘chemotherapy. That is also likely to
happen in Washington, if 1-1000 is
passed.

Assisted suicide is opposed by
the American Medical Association
and state medical associations in 49
states (WSMA press release, July 2,
2008). The Washington State Medical
Association, made up of 9,900
members “strongly opposes” 1-1000
(WSMA Brochure, “I- 1000 is not the
answer’)

I disagree completely with 1-1000.
I disagree because when a person

they are going to get depressed. That
depression is treatable. The patient
should be as comfortable as possible
up until the very moment they die,
The fact that doctors would have to

ridiculous. I want to be able to trust
my doctor. I know I wouldn’t be able
mdo that if Iknewa: one pomtlfehas

ible that 1«3000 mmgi& mytbmg

1000, 1 believe that 17060 vl only
harm our xtate and the health cam;in

Editorial Policy

The Current considers itself a limited public forum for student ex-
pression, in which student editors make policy and content deci-
sions. Green River Community College delegates editorial responsi-
bility for the content of the publications. The college acknowledges
the dual free purpose of student publications as instructional tools
and as vehicles for free inquiry and free expression in the academic
community. The views and opinions expressed in The Current do
not necessarily reflect those of the college or student body.

Letters to the editor

We encourage all students and staff to have their voices heard.
The Current will publish letters to the editor, provided they are
signed, include the author’s name, and submitted in a timely man-
ner. Letters should be no longer than 500 words. Letters should be
sent to thecurrent@greenriver.edu. The editor reserves the right
to reject or edit letters on the basis of length, libel, or propriety. All
letters become the property of The Current.
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‘Sex Drive’ driving people to theaters all over

New movie compares to
Superbad’ and ‘Road
Trip’

Sean Kramer
Staff Writer

Ever since ‘Superbad’ hit the box office
last year and became an instant success,
its been the set standard for comedy
movies looking to hit the scene and
became cult classics among the youth of

today.
Of course, itd
be hard to top a

movie whose lasting
impression was giving
the world the legend
of McLovin, but at
least producers are
still trying.

The latest
attempt,
produced by Summit
Entertainment  just
may have what it
takes.

Pretty much, this movie is a mix
between ‘Road Trip’ and ‘Superbad’ So
‘Sex Drive’ has it all. Romance, wacky
and sexual humor, awkward situations,
and a donut costume that just might
make us forget all about McLovin.

The story is that of your prototypical
road trip type of movie filled with what
any teenager would want to experience.

The main character Ian is a senior in
High School whose never had a girlfriend
and is ashamed of his virginity and
works at a donut stand at the mall. His
younger fourteen year old brother sees
more action than he does, and his older
brother also makes his life miserable.

The solution to his woes?

Ian decides to go on a road trip to visit
a girl he met online to hopefully lose his

virginity.

“Romance,
wacky and sexual
humor, awkward
situations, and a
sex Drive AONUL costume that
just might make

Tagging along are his two best friends.
Lance, a playboy with woman to spare,
and Felicia, whose been one of his best
friends since childhood, and his eventual
love interest. Oh yeah, he also steals his
brothers 1969 GTO, “The Judge” to do
s0, a car that his brother loves more than
his own life.

Of course their road trip wouldn’t be
complete without stops and troubles
along the way, including jealous country
ex-boyfriends, a county abstinence fair,
a trip to jail and an Amish settlement
stay are just some of the things the trio
encounters on their
way to Knoxville,
Tennessee.

The trip for all
three friends reveals
much about each
person’s desires and
their relationships to
each other.

Initially, lan and
Lance hide the true
intentions of the trip
from Felicia, instead
telling her that they
have to go visit Ians grandmother.
Due to the fact that Lance believes that
Felicia always tries to get in the way of
Ian when he meets girls.

On the other side, Felicia holds a
grudge against Lance because she
believes Lance is turning Ian into the
guy he shouldn't be.

W h e n
Felicia learns
the truth
about the
trip, the story
becomes a lot
more focused.

The ending
is absolutely
unpredictable
considering how plot and theme of the
movie goes, and makes the movie that

“The story is that
of - what any
teenager would
want to experience”

OSH AMANDA CLARK SETH
CREW
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much better than it already.

The production crew and cast
wasn't star studded aside from Seth
Green, however, it features
manyyoungupand coming
actors and actresses who
have long resumes, just
not on feature films. So
it's not beyond reason that
this film can springboard
some careers. Amanda
Crew (Felicia) has already
landed major roles in two
films slotted to be released in 2009.

Clark  Duke(Lance), also

www.aceshowbiz.com/ Courtesy Photo

best friends with Superbad’s Michael
Cera(Evan), has also already landed roles
in two films slated to be released in 2009,
one starring opposite of Eddie Murphy.

Altogether, the movie is full of well
placed and unpredictable humor that
still keeps the main plot of the story
together, all while keeping the essence of
the friendship of the trio in perspective,
especially that of Ian and Felicia whose
under the rug romance highlights in the
movie.

Sex Drive is definitely the next big
movie that people will be talking about
for years to come.

Seattle exhibit a prehistoric blast from past

‘Lucy offers valuable insight
into the evolution of mankind

Justin Runquist
Staff Writer

Remains of the oldest and most complete
human ancestor ever retrieved from
African soil are on display this month
through March 8 at the Pacific Science
Center in Seattle.

The exhibit, called Lucy’s Legacy, features
the fossilized remains of an extinct species
that lived about 3 million years ago. A team
of scientists found the bones in Ethiopia on
Nov. 24, 1974 and after critical evaluation
realized that they had discovered a species
that no one had ever seen before. Not quite
human and not quite ape, it was something
in-between.

Scientists found the particular bones on
display to be 3.2 million years old. Since
the initial discovery, they have excavated
the remains of others of the same species,
but none are as old as this.

Now, for the first time in Seattle, the
bones are on display for the public to see,
The scientists recovered 47 bones in all,
comprised of pieces of the skull, the left
femur, some ribs, a pelvis, parts of the
spine, a lower jawbone and more. In total,
they managed to recover about 40% of the
body, which is considered an amazing feat
due to how ancient the remains are.

The most surprising fact about the
skeleton is that it only stands at 3’6"
tall, about the average size of a six-year-
old child. It is also estimated that while
alive, it weighed about 60-65 pounds. In
comparison to other remains of the same
species found later on, scientists could tell
that it was a female. It has a much smaller
structure than the others, about half their
size, and the pelvis is shaped differently.

Listening to The Beatles’ “Lucy in the Sky
with Diamonds” throughout the night of
the discovery, and identifying the remains
as female, the group decided to name the
specimen Lucy.

Herlegacynotonly tells her story though,
it tells the story of Ethiopia, the “Cradle of
Mankind?” It tells the story of our humble
beginning as humans, going back to our
very origin. Leading up to Lucy’s bones
is a plethora of artifacts from thousands
of years of history in Ethiopia to modern
times. Visitors walk past displays of old
Korans, crucifixes, hand-made shields and
ancient Ethiopian weapons among many
other puzzle pieces of human history.

Finally, upon sight of Lucys bones,
people can come face to face with a life-
like recreation of exactly how scientists
believe she would have looked when she
was alive.

365 Days of Birth Control.

Plan Now, Pay Later!

Visit us for one short appointment and walk out the door with a year’s
supply of birth control and a convenient low monthly payment plan.

Now you can include any outstanding balances or other
Planned Parenthood health care services and set up automatic
deductions to your credit or debit card without any finance charges.
You’ll only pay for your needs and a $2.00 monthly convenience fee
for the duration of your plan.

ﬂj Planned Parenthood

of Western Washington

WWW.ppWW.0rg

1.800.230.PLAN
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