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KGRG FM’s 
Red & Black 
Benifit Bash

Phoenix Jones, canned food, 
and rock’n’roll. Campus 
radio station puts on a show!

Expensive tastes 
not always 
worth it

Students don’t want 
wholesale prices, just a 
compromise.

College strives 
to increase 
wetland’s 
rainwater 
capacity
Expansion will benefit both 
wildlife and students.

TRiO aims to be 
your ultimate 
academic 
advisor
TRiO Student Support 
Services guide students to 
educational success.
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Men’s 
basketball 
surges at 
Tournament 
Gators walk off Skagit Valley 
courts with 2-1 record.
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Revealing 
Green River’ssex life
Where do 
you fit in?
See sex survey results, pages 8 & 9

Model: Ellice Estrada



Also on the InsideStay Current

Campus Editor: Jean-Pierre Garcia
campus.editor@mail.greenriver.edu

Stay in touch with the community by following 
The Current on Facebook and Twitter:

www.facebook.com/greenrivercurrent
www.twitter.com/thecurrentnetCAMPUS2

Dec 3,
2012

Also on the Inside
“The natural resource program has made a commitment to 
monitor water levels and the impact on trees and plants for 

the next ten years.”
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Quickie
Jobe Himself

12.07.12

Riot in Rhythm
Poorsport

Amadon
$10 a ticket

$8 w/ Canned

6:30 PM
GRCC LSC

Food donation

Phoenix Jones
MC

Ambition drives Chief Justice Nelička Voitešonoka
FEATURE

How long have you at-
tended Green River?

I’ve been at GRCC for two 
years, I came to Washing-
ton because I wanted to go 
to the University of Wash-
ington, they have an intense 
and prestigious medical 
program and I’m studying 
medicine, but I needed to 
go to a two year college to 
help me prepare and gain 
experience. I had many 
friends that went here and 
they recommended Green 
River.
How did you get involved 
in student government?

Last year I knew the 
president of the student 
government and he always 
talked about how much fun 
he had and all the differ-
ent conferences he went on 

and the skills he gathered. 
Also I always wanted to be 
a leader.
What are your duties as 
Chief Justice?

I help the VP run the 
meetings, we put the sched-
ule together and meet every 
week along with the presi-
dent and talk about what’s 
going on. Besides working 
together, I am also the head 
of the Judicial Board. When 
someone wants to create 
a club my board makes 
sure they have filled out 
the proper paperwork and 
makes sure that their cause 
is beneficial to the students 
of the college. We also help 
public relations properly 
run the elections in the 
spring.
What are your plans post 
Green River?

After Green River I plan 
on transferring to UW 
where I want to earn my 

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and then become a 
travel nurse.
Does anything exciting 
ever happen on the job?

You learn a lot about 
everything that happens on 
campus. You have so many 
great experiences and meet 
amazing new people. It’s 

just a great experience, ev-
ery day something awesome 
happens.
Who are some people 
who have had a positive 
influence on your life?

There are a ton of people 
I look up to. My sister is a 
big influence on me. She 
raised me while we lived 
in Latvia, and we are so 
similar and she helps me 
get through days when I am 
stressed. My friend Koen 
Valks, who is also involved 
in student life, is someone I 
look up to as well. He helps 
me out when I am strug-
gling. My best friend Lena 
Sirotinskaya is my favorite 
thing about this college; 
besides always working 
hard, she and I have many 
crazy and fun adventures 
to relieve stress for when 
things get too hard. And of 
course, my parents.
Why should the average 

person get involved in 
student government?

Because it’s something 
different then just going to 
class, doing your homework 
and studying in the library. 
There are so many skills you 
can learn such as, leader-
ship, communication skills 
and problem solving. It’s 
over all just a really great 
experience. I love it, it’s 
my second year being in 
student government and I 
feel so priveledged!
What changes would you 
like to see happen this 
school year?

I would love to have more 
domestic students involved 
in student government so 
their voices can be heard. I 
want to know how we (stu-
dent government) can make 
their time spent at Green 
River not just a transitional 
period, but a time period 
they will remember forever.

Name: Nelička Voitešonoka
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19

Chief Justice Nelička Voitešonoka loves what she does and is awesome at it.
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Transfer to PLU Spring 2013!

There is still time to be admitted, receive financial aid, 
and register for classes to start Spring Semester 

(beginning Feb. 6).

W H Y  T R A N S F E R  T O  P L U ?
•	 PLU	accepts	the	Direct	Transfer	Degree	from	Green	River.

•	 Transfer	Academic	Scholarships	begin	at	a	2.9	GPA	and	range	
from	$10,000-$14,000	per	year.	There	are	no	financial	aid	
deadlines.

•	 36	majors,	and	average	class	size	is	20.		You’ll	have	the	
opportunities	of	a	large	university	and	the	personal	attention	of	
a	small	school.

Now is the time to start your free online 
PLU application.

plu.edu/transfer
Q U E S T I O N S ? 	 Sean	Lacy,	
	 Director	of	Transfer	Admission	

253-535-7138	
sean.lacy@choose.plu.edu

TRiO aims to be your ultimate academic advisor
Group provides students with gateway to success by setting academic plans and assessing future goals

When it comes to the 
balancing act of living one’s 
everyday life and dealing 
with the trials of college, it 
can prove to be both difficult 
and frustrating. This is es-
pecially true when students 
don’t have the answers and 
guidance they need. 

Which classes should they 
take and when? When do 
they need to be filling out 
their financial aid and schol-
arships? What if they want to 
transfer and how do they go 
about that? 

To free students from 
these questions, Green River 
has the TRiO student sup-
port service.

TRiO’s purpose is to 
provide students with the 
assistance and the resources 
needed to graduate, or meet 
their university transfer 

requirements. This group 
takes the time to meet with 
each student one-on-one 
and discuss their future. This 
includes setting up a detailed 
academic plan so students 
enroll in classes that are right 
for them.

“The TRiO students we 
work with are really motivat-
ed to do their best and to try 
to get it right the first time,” 
said Christine McMullin, the 
director of TRiO. “They don’t 
have time to figure every-
thing out themselves or to 
make mistakes.”

As for students who are 
unsure of future plans, TRiO 
provides these students 
with career advising, and 
holds visits to local four year 
universities. TRiO also assists 
its students with potentially 
overwhelming paperwork, 
such as for financial aid and 
scholarships.

“For students that don’t 

have all the answers or aren’t 
sure about what the next 
steps are,” says McMullin. 
“TRiO can be a great re-
source to help them navigate, 
not just Green River’s college 
system, but also that transfer 

piece.”
TRiO connects students 

with private tutors, provides 
a student computer lab, and 
a textbook and calculator 
lending system. All of these 
opportunities combined can 

Nutrition guide for winter

be a great resource to the 
students involved in TRiO, 
especially those who are 
taking on a very challenging 
schedule.

“The sooner a student 
taps into our resources, the 

more they can get out of 
them,” says McMullin. “If 
they wait until their last year 
of Green River, they might 
get less benefit from being in 
the program. So, the sooner 
[they join], the better.”

By: Rachel Sant
Campus Writer

TRiO takes a very personalized approach with the students that they help to ensure that the students succeed in obtaining their education.

FEATURE

Michelle Spencer  |  The Current

Especially during winter, its easy to get sick. Here are some 
rules to keep in mind during the winter to build a stronger 
immune system, and keep the sniffles away naturally!

Drink water 

Water helps regulate the body 
temperature, helps regulate the 
metabolism, and transports oxygen to 
your cells.

Fruits and veggies are your best 
friend

There is a lot of acidic food in your 
diets such as processed, bread, coffee 
and meats. A high acid diet makes it 
hard for your body to absorb nutri-
ents, decreases energy production, 
and decreases your body’s ability to 
naturally detoxify heavy metals. Fruits 
and vegetables are naturally alkaline, 
which balances the negative effects of 
acidic foods.

 
Sleep more than you think

The National Sleep Foundation says 
adults need 7-9 hours of sleep a 
night. Sleep helps your brain func-
tion more properly. As strange as it 
may seem, your brain is actually the 
most active when you’re asleep. Sleep 
helps balance your hormone levels, 
and enhances your mood and overall 
mental health.

Cut the sugar out

Not only the obvious cake and 
candy, but also food high in carbo-
hydrates that turn into sugar. Sugar 
suppresses the immune system, and 
slows your body’s response to bacte-
rial infections.

Sugar also counteracts  your body’s 
absorption of nutrients, so even if you 
are eating healthy, if you eat a lot of 
sugar, you’re not doing much for your 
overall health.

If you feel sick....

•	 Eat a lot of garlic, there is an 
agent in garlic called allicin which 
helps prevent germs’ ability to 
grow and reproduce.

•	 Temporarily eliminate grains, 
dairy, alcohol, and other drugs. 
(This includes high doses of caf-
feine).

•	 Eat a lot of Vitamin C and Zinc 
supplements.

•	 Add herbs to your diet such as 
Echinacea and Goldenseal.

•	 Drink plenty of tea, such as 
chamomile tea, ginger tea, and 
lemon jasmine green tea (use 
honey as sweetener.)
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Man on the Street

What is your 
favorite holiday 

memory?

Every other week, The Current’s editors 
crawl out of their cave to ask the campus 
random questions. Suggest a subject at:

thecurrent@greenriver.edu.

Well, I celebrate the 
Muslim holiday, Eid, and 
my favorite Eid memory 
is eating all of the great 

food my mom cooks. The 
traditional meal is a goat 
or lamb that is sacrificed 

earlier that day.

Nadira Rahman

When all of my family 
was able to get together 

for Christmas three 
years ago, which was 

the first time we were all 
together in eight years. 

We all got to enjoy each 
other’s company which 

was really great.

I remember one time I 
threw a snowball at this 

old man’s car and he 
came out yelling that I 

almost killed his wife. He 
told me that I could have 
given her a heart attack.

Waking up on Christmas 
morning and seeing a 
stack of presents that 

wrapped around my 
seven foot tree. One of 

the presents I remember 
was a stuffed animal 

moose with a sled that I 
played on later that day.

Victoria Seim

Alex Hodgins

Jeffrey Lecompte 

Teacher Spotlight: Marcie Sims
Position:
English Instructor 
Years at Green River: 
About 20 years

What English classes 
do you teach?

I teach all English 
classes … I also teach a lot 
of literature classes such 
as Women’s Literature, 
Shakespeare and Creative 
Writing. Next quarter, there 
will be a brand new class 
that I just created about film 
writing. It will be writing 
analysis essay about films 
that we study.

Were you set on 
teaching English the 
entire time you were in 
college?

Yes, in fact I went to 
college for 9 years full 
time with English as my 
major the whole time. And 
I even went to school in 
England for a while. So, 
I love English literature, 
American literature and I 
also love teaching how to 
write. On top of that, I am a 
professional writer; I write 
textbooks about writing.

What were some other 
career options you were 
considering before being 
a teacher?

I always wanted to be 
a writer too. I have been 
teaching here at Green River 
for about 18 years and in the 
last 10 years I have started 
to do more of my own 
writing. So, I have a second 
career where I am writing 
textbooks that are getting 
used all over the country, 
and some other countries 
too. I also write fiction and 
poetry. Besides having two 
careers, I am also a mom. 
Thus, I really have three 
careers.

Did you have any prior 
teaching experience 
before Green River?

Before I came to Green 
River as a full time tenure 
professor, I taught as an 
adjunct professor. I taught 
part-time at Seattle Central 
Community College and 
at Shoreline Community 
College in the Seattle area. 

And then before that, 
I taught as a graduate 
student at San Diego State 
University. It is my alma 
mater besides Cal Poly.

In what ways is 
teaching different than 
you anticipated prior to 
your profession?

I did not realize how 
much teaching is not just 
about what I know, but 
helping students

find confidence and find 
their own voice. Teaching is 
so much more like being a 
coach.

Besides just being a 
teacher, saying what you 
know, it’s really about being 
a coach helping people to 
build their own skills. Thus, 
teaching surprises me and 
it’s very rewarding because 
of that.

What are some things 
you have learned about 
students over the years?

So many things. I think 
the biggest thing I have 
learned is how I can always 
be surprised. I cannot 
just expect things to be a 
certain way or students 
to be a certain way. They 
are all unique, and I learn 
something from each group 
of students I teach. I have 
learned that when you are a 
teacher, you are really always 
a student.

How were you able to 
develop your teaching 
style?

Lots of practice certainly. 
After these years of 
teaching, I have gotten 
better and better, but I am 
still learning.

I think what makes a 
good teacher is someone 
who does not just stop, but 
continually makes it better. 
It took me years to learn to 
give more and more power 
to my students instead of 
myself. As far as how they 
are learning, I do not always 
feel that I have to make a 
particular agenda each day.

Sometimes, the best 
teaching happens when we 
get excited and learn about 
something that the students 
want to learn, and focus 
on it. I have learned to give 
more power to my students 
(as I am teaching), and to 
challenge them to challenge 
themselves.

What are some 
challenges you face as a 
teacher?

Having enough time 
to grade everything and 
giving as much feedback 
as possible. I want to have 
as much time as possible in 
class to do something. 

For example, when we get 
really excited in discussion, 
and then run out of time. So 
I think the biggest challenge 

is time and making sure 
I get enough sleep.Then 
remembering to always keep 
a sense of humor.

What is the best part of 
your job?

People are the best part. 
Both the students and my 
colleagues. We are like 
a family in my division. 
So much of a job is about 
doing what you like, and 
making money, that is 
what everybody wants to 
do. You do not know until 
you are really in a career for 
a long time, that the most 
important part of your job 
is the people that you work 
with. So, my colleagues and 
my students are what make 
my job very special to me.

What would you say to 
someone who is wanting to 
be a teacher?

I would say don’t go into 
it for the money, but I would 
say that you are going to 
have the happiest career. 

If you love teaching, 
than there is no job on the 
planet more fulfilling than 
teaching. It is rewarding 
both personally and 
intellectually. 

I think it is much more 
important than making a 
whole bunch of money in 
the business, but you want 
to be a writer on the side like 
I am to help supplement 
your habit of being a 
teacher.

English instructure, Marcie Sims, has taught English among other classes at Green River for two decades.  

Michelle Spencer  |  The Current
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“TRiO takes the time to meet with each student one-on-one 
and discuss their future.” 

Rachel Sant Page 3

Makena’s Cooking Corner

4 lbs. sweet potatoes, scrubbed well
1 head garlic, cloves separated, unpeeled
1/2 cup chicken or vegetable broth
1 1/2 tbsp. fresh rosemary leaves, chopped
1/2 tsp. salt
Fresh ground pepper to taste
4 large egg whites
1/2 tsp. cream of tartar
Olive oil cooking spray

Souffléd Sweet Potatoes 

Preheat 400. Using a fork, prick each potato 2-3 
times. Place potatoes on baking sheet, transfer to 
oven and bake 45 minutes to 1 hour or until soft-
ened. Meanwhile loosely wrap garlic in foil, sealing 
tightly. Place on separate baking sheet, transfer to 
oven, and bake for 30 - 35 minutes, until softened 
but not browned.

Remove potatoes and garlic from oven and let 
cool. When cool enough to handle, peel potatoes 
and place in a large bowl. Squeeze garlic cloves 
from their skins and add to bowl. Add broth and 
use a potato masher to mash until smooth; stir in 
rosemary, salt and pepper.

In a separate bowl, combine egg whites and cream 
of tartar. Using an electric mixer, beat on high 
speed until stiff peaks form, 2-3 minutes. With a 
rubber spatula, gently fold half of egg whites into 
potato mixture until just a few white streaks are 
visible. Fold in remaining egg white mixture, allow-
ing a few white streaks to remain visible.

Coat a 9x13 baking dish with cooking spray. Add 
potato mixture, using spatula to smooth top. 
Transfer to oven and bake for 30-35 minutes, until 
top is lightly browned. Serve hot.

4-6 Yellow Delicious apples
1-2 packages red hots

1 tbsp. water

½ c. crushed peppermint candy
½ c. granulated sugar
½ c. shortening
½ c. butter, softened
1 c. sifted powdered sugar
1 egg
1 ½ tsp. almond extract
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tsp. salt
2 ½ c. sifted all-purpose flour
½ tsp. red food dye

Preheat oven to 375°F

Combine crushed peppermint candy and granu-
lated sugar in a bowl and set aside

Beat together shortening, butter and powdered 
sugar until fluffy

Beat eggs and extracts into shortening/butter/
sugar mixture

Sift together flour and salt into a large bowl

Beat flour/salt mixture into shortening/butter/
sugar mixture until just combined.

Divide dough in half and place in separate bowl

Add ½ tsp. red food dye to one half and mix

Start with 2 tsp. each color dough and roll into a 
strip approximately 4 inches long.

Place strips side by side and press lightly together, 
twist like a rope and then gently curve top to 
resemble a candy cane.

Place on ungreased cookie sheet and bake about 
9 minutes

While still warm sprinkle with peppermint candy/
sugar mixture

Forming & Baking

Candy Cane Cookies

3

1
2

Peel, core and cut apples into quarters

In a large saucepan or non-stick skillet, melt red 
hots with water

Place Apples cut side down on medium high until 
apples start to turn translucent. Turn apples over, 
reduce heat and put on life until apples are done 
cooking. The apples will make their own sauce and 
turn red.

Candied
Apples

Design by: Shane Lange & Jeremy Siregar Recipes by: Makena Carey Cayce

Name: Makena Carey Cayce
Years at Green River: 2+ 
Major: Psychology 
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MOVIE REVIEW

Guardians give rise to our ageless imagination

Rise of the Guardians is 
the must see computer ani-
mated movie this holiday 
season, it’s an epic ride that 
will take you on a journey 
through the miracles of 
believing. 

In this heartwarming 
adventure, the Immortal 
Guardians who serve and 
protect the children of 
earth are being threatened 
by an evil spirit named 
Pitch (Jude Law) who wants 
to invade childrens’ dreams 
with nightmares and be 
feared by all. It’s up to the 
Guardians to stop him from 
destroying all hope and 
happiness from the world. 

The Guardians of Earth’s 
children include a tough 
but jolly Santa Claus (Alec 
Baldwin), a cheery talkative 
Tooth Fairy (Isla Fisher), a 
sassy Easter Bunny (Hugh 
Jackman), a silent but 
sweet Sandman, and the 
newcomer to the group of 

Guardians, the mischievous 
Jack Frost (Chris Pine). 

Jack Frost has been 
chosen to join the Immortal 
Guardians by the all know-
ing moon in the sky to help 
save the children of the 
world from Pitch’s demise. 

The source of the Guard-
ians’ powers lies within 
the simple idea of children 
believing they exist. The 
more children that believe 
in the Guardians, the more 
power they have. 

This movie was surpris-
ingly well written and just 
downright adorable. You 
will fall in love with Santa’s 
elves, who cause more 
problems than they fix, and 
the tooth fairy’s lovable 
little baby helpers who 
help her collect teeth from 
all around the world. Even 
though the Sandman has 
no voice, he is one of the 
most lovable characters in 
the story. 

You feel the magic of 
wonder and amazement at 
believing in something so 
far fetched it couldn’t be 
real. It makes you remem-

ber the times when you 
were little and waited up all 
night for the Tooth Fairy to 
leave you money under your 
pillow, or waiting for Santa 
to bring gifts on Christmas. 

This movie will definitely 
bring back nostalgic memo-
ries and bring wonder to 
children. It will bring back 
the meaning of believing 
in something even when its 

not the popular opinion. It 
you might even shed a tear 
or two. 

This movie has some 
great humor and a touch of 
darkness with the very scary 
Pitch to provide some thrill 
to this adventurous colorful 
movie. The movie is one of 
the most visually stunning 
animated movies out there. 
The colors are brighter and 

Rated: PG
Director: Peter Ramsey
Starring: Chris Pine, 
Jude Law, Alec Baldwin

Courtesty Photo  |  thesevensees.com

By: Michelle Spencer
Photography Editor

The Current Picks
MOVIE MUSICWEBSITE/APP

shirts.woot.com The Insider If You Were A Movie Then This 
Would Be Your Soundtrack

By: Thomas Petersen By: Diandra Hassan

Jeffrey Wigand, a former 
research scientist in a major 
tobacco company, must 
decide whether he should 
spill the tobacco company’s 
secret to the world.

 With the help of a news 
producer, Lowell Bergman, 
Wigand must face threats 
from the corporation and 
his own former boss that is 
willing to risk anything to 
keep Wigand from reveal-
ing the bitter reality of 
tobacco companies.

 The movie illustrates 
how truth and ethics 
coincide with each other 
and to what extent pain and 
pleasure can lead a person 
into the state of internal 
delusion and hallucination.

If you enjoy variety, choices 
and a good laugh, shirts.woot.
com will be your ultimate 
paradise.

 The website is a branch 
from a larger electronic com-
merce website.

 shirts.woot.com features 
art in the form of t-shirts. 
They have artists send in 
t-shirt designs and a winner 
is chosen daily. The best part 
about it, the winning shirt is 
sold with free shipping for $12 
if bought the day the shirt is 
declared triumphant.

 For procrastinators, the 
shirts are available through-
out the week except for the 
popular designs that get extra 
time on the shelf. Check it 
out, you won’t regret it.

Breaking through their 
post-hardcore atmosphere, 
Sleeping With Sirens rolled 
the dice and took their 
chances by releasing a five 
song acoustic extended 
play album, If You Were A 
Movie Then This Would Be 
Your Soundtrack. Recogniz-
able by lead singer, Kellin 
Quinn’s high-pitched voice, 
the band explored the softer 
side of music.

 Putting aside their 
screaming, drumming and 
heavily distorted guitars, 
the band picked up acoustic 
guitars, cajons and maracas 
to bring a different vibe. 
Their catchy tone and lyrics 
are key ingredients to this 
rock makeover.

By: Pierson Japit

BOOK
Are You Happy Now?

By: Jeremy Siregar 

Thirty-three year old book 
editor John Lincoln works at a 
publishing house in Chicago. 
Driven by his ambition to 
work for a more suitable 
publisher, Lincoln turns his 
attention to his assistant, 
Amy O’Malley.

 Fresh out of college, 
O’Malley has a story to tell 
and Lincoln hopes that he 
can shape O’malley’s story 
into the bestseller he needs to 
make it in the big time.

 Lincoln’s clever sense of 
humor is the main essence of 
the book. It is also delicately 
balanced by O’Malley’s 
enthusiasm and honesty.

 It is a coming of age story 
that proves people are never 
too old to learn.

Concert Calendar

Dance Gavin Dance
@ El Corazon
(Doors open at 6:30 p.m. all ages, $17-$19)

Lamb Of God
@ Showbox Sodo
(Doors open at 6 p.m. all ages, $37.50-$40)

The Mountain Goats
@ Showbox at the Market
(Doors open at 7 p.m. all ages, $24)

James Wood
@ Studio Seven
(Doors open at 6:30 p.m. all ages, $8-$10)

David Lanz
@ Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley
(Doors open at 5 p.m. all ages, $29.50)18

Deck The Hall Ball 2012
@Key Arena
(Doors open at 3 p.m. all ages, $47.70-$77.70)

Sweet Honey In The Rock
@ The Triple Door
(Doors open at 7:00 p.m. all ages, $35-$40)

106.1 KISS FM’s Jingle Ball
@ WaMu Theater 
(Doors open at 4 p.m. all ages, $40)

4

16

Dec

the characters are more 
detailed than ever. Part of 
the wonder and amaze-
ment in the movie is the 
visually stunning landscape 
and magical castles. The 
castles created for Santa’s 
workshop, the Tooth Fairy’s 
home, and the Easter 
Bunny’s rabbit hole will 
amaze you with their detail 
and creativity. 

This movie is a must see 
this holiday season for the 
whole family. You will find 
yourself reliving your child-
hood all over again.

Jack Frost discovers his icy powers given by the man and moon

8

Dominic Yoxtheimer  |  The Current

17
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Once upon a time, KGRG 
hosted a concert where 
Nirvana once embraced 
Green River’s Lindbloom 
Student Center. Following 
in their footsteps, five local 
bands are stepping into 
Lindbloom’s spotlight.

Under the leadership of 
program director Jean-
Pierre Garcia, Green River’s 
radio station KGRG will 
conduct a concert on the 
Dec. 7, 2012 called KGRG 
FM’s Red & Black Benefit 
Bash.

The concert will feature 
local bands Poorsport, 
Quickie, Riot in Rhythm, 
Amadon and returning to 
the stage, Jobe Himself. The 
benefit concert will also be 
emceed by KGRG’s close 
friend, Phoenix Jones.

KGRG is and always has 
been supportive of Wash-
ington’s local bands since 
their move to the today’s 
rock genre. Their stational-
ity demands it! KGRG, by 

By: Jeremy Siregar
A&E Editor

KGRG FM’s Red & Black Benefit Bash
KGRG to raise funds and promote local bands through benefit concert

Christmas 
Classics 

This holiday season came 
sooner than expected. We 
just passed the national 
turkey feasting day and 
already Christmas is around 
the corner.

 In fact, it’s passing by 
too fast. It’s not Christmas. 
No, it’s still just another 
cold week where I have to 
scrape the ice off my car’s 
windshield. Sure some 
families are already decorat-
ing their houses with green, 
red and yellow lights, but I 
can’t help but find some-
thing is still amiss.

 Things took a turn when 
my close buddy from Min-
nesota took the weekend 
to visit me for Thanksgiv-
ing. We decided to spend 
Saturday morning watching 
Rise of the Guardians. Just 
for the sake of it of course, 
it was the only holiday 
themed movie we could 
find at the moment. That 
day, I walked out of the 
theater a different man.

 How long has it been 
since I believed in the holi-
day spirit? Long enough to 
say that I’ve become numb 
to Christmas’ benevolence. 
Somehow during the years 
I grew, I’ve lost the faith 
that I once had when I was 
a child, the same faith that 
kept me virtuous in my 
morals and ethics. Yes, this 
may be naive in a way. But 
in this life, some naivety 
can do some good.

 Rise of the Guardians 
was only but a spark. From 
then on I embarked on a 
Christmas movie marathon 
to retrieve the faith I lost.

 The following is a list 
of three Christmas movies 
that, if you’re like me and 
lost in the cruel reality and 
mundane routines of ev-
eryday life, should take the 
time to watch the list.

Movie 
Maverick

Jeremy SiregarKGRG FM Staff Ian Hough and Emmalie Francis man a promotional booth hyping up the radio station’s upcoming concert: “Red & Black Benefit Bash” in LSC.

any means, is not a normal 
rock station. The station’s 
playlist consist of less 
familiar bands and their 
main goal is to bring them 
to people’s ears.

“Our main thing is not 
being the mainstream. 
We’re not hipsters by any 
means, but we’re not here 
to play the same bands 
everybody knows. Our job 
is to bring forth bands that 
nobody knows and put 
them on the scene.” Garcia 
explained regarding the sta-
tion’s stationality.

This however, does not 
mean that their playlist has 
less variety in the songs 
they play. Diversity is key 
in their station. Except for 
a select few, KGRG plays all 
types of genre from indie/
alternative to psychobilly to 
just plain rock.

Like many other radio 
stations, KGRG is also 
subject to the costs needed 
to keep the station running. 
KGRG is funded by the 
college, but there are some 
amount of funds that the 

Dominic Yoxtheimer |  The Current

station still needs to raise 
itself. The concert is also a 
means to raise funds for the  
radio station.

“We are very fortunate 
with what we have. As far 
as the grants that we’ve 
earned, the donations we’ve 
received and the pledge 
drive … we are listener and 
locally supported because 
that’s how the radio works,” 
Garcia explained briefly.

Money however, is not 
the focus of the concert. 
KGRG is also trying to give 
back to the community. The 
station is planning to work 
together with the Auburn 
Food Bank. The idea is to 
have the ticket prices at 
$10 and have a two dollar 
discount for anyone who 
brings food for the bank.

The concert is a testa-
ment to the station’s heart. 
When asked for the purpose 
of this benefit concert, Gar-
cia answered, “Ultimately, 
it comes down to ‘Are we 
having fun? Are we kicking 
ass?’ That’s measurements 
that we’re going to have.”

RED & 
BLACK 

LINE-UP

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
Name: Casey Miller

Class: ART 109 with Sara Dillon

This is an original classic 
by Charles Dickens that no 
one can deny is one of the 
most inspiring Christmas 
movies of all time.

Alastair Sim’s Scrooge 
will tell the tale as the most 
dark and adult adaptation 
of Dickens’ novella. 

1A Christmas Carol

I know, this one is a little 
far-fetched, but what’s 
Christmas without some 
laughs? How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas is the per-
fect film for that purpose. 

The plot can be mun-
dane by the time you watch 
it a second time, but the 
Grinch! Oh, the Grinch! Jim 
Carrey carried the whole 
movie on his shoulders with 
his hilarious performance. 

The Grinch2

It’s a Wonderful Life3
Be careful what you wish 

for, because it might just 
come true. 

It’s a Wonderful Life tells 
the tale of  George Bailey 
who wished he never ex-
isted. A visit from an angel, 
however, changed every-
thing for Bailey.

Never have I watched a 
movie that inspired me to 
enjoy life to the fullest.

“I really wanted the audience 
to think, to have a whiff of a 

deeper meaning that they can 
discern for themselves.”

Doors open 6:30 PM

Amadon 
7:00 – 7:30 PM

Jobe 
Himself 

7:45 – 8:15 PM

Quickie 
8:30 – 9:00 PM

Riot in 
Rhythm 

9:15 – 9:55 PM

Poorsport 
10:10 – 11:10 PM

(1951)

(2000)

(1946)
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Sex by the numbers

[
Are you currently in a commited relationship?

Have you ever had sexual intercourse?

Yes 43% No 57%

Yes No

Why have you not had sex?

Lack of opportunity

Other

Health concerns

Not ready

Religious beliefs 44%

23%

3%

19%
11%

{
{

{
{

{

How frequently do you, 
on average, have sex?

25%

7%

11%

20%

27%
7%Daily

Several times  
a week

Once a week

2-3 times  
a month

Monthly

Less than 
monthly

{
{

{
{

{

{

45% 54%

2

3

How old were you when you 

≤14 15 16 17 ≥18

16%

10%

19%

25%
30%

4
How 

many 
sexual 

partners 
have you 

had in 
your 

lifetime?
≥6

4-5

2-3

1 29%

32%

14%

23%

5

6

Always

Usually

Rarely

Never

42%

18% 23%

13%

How frequently 
do you have 
protected sex?

7
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*Not all questions were answered on all surveys

More than half of Green River Com-
munity College students say they have 
not had sexual intercourse. But nearly 
one-third of the 45 percent who say 
they have admit they rarely or never 
use any form of protection.

 Those are some highlights in a 
survey of sexual habits and attitudes 
of college students. The survey, which 

responses from 176 students answer-
ing seven questions.

 Surveys were completed at the 
student center, the library and 
in several classes. Student ages 
ranged from 16-year-old Running 
Start students to anatomy and 
physiology students 23 and older.

Sex by the numbers

Q&A with Dr. Jerry Marshall, Ph.D*

[ [
Male Condoms Female Condoms Injectable Hormonal 

Contraceptives Spermicides Birth Control Pills

20%

How it works: Since 
it’s closed at one end, 

a glove, the male puts 
it over his penis and it 
stops the sperm from 
going inside a female’s 
body.

Success rate: When used 
properly (98%), when 
used improperly (86%).

Advantage: Males can 
actively participate in 
using contraception, 
it’s not just the female’s 
responsibility.

How it works: Worn 
similar to how a male 
condom would be worn, 
but a female condom is 
worn inside the vagina.
 
Success rate: When used 
properly (95%), when 
used improperly (79%).

Advantage: Can be useful 
when the male either will 
not or cannot use a male 
condom.

How it works: Spermi-
cidal chemicals work by 

inside the vagina. Once in 
contact, they are de-
signed to kill the sperm 
before they reach the 
uterus. 

Success rate: When used 
properly (92%), when 
used improperly (74%).

Advantage: Cheaper than 
most contraceptives, 
even male condoms (25 
cents per use), when 
combined with other bar-
rier methods, has only a 
failure rate of 3-10%.

How it works: A female 
usually has to take one 
pill every day for  three 
weeks at a time. The pill 
contains hormones which 
stop the release of an egg 
every month.
 
Success rate: When used 
properly (99%), when 
used improperly (95%).

Advantage: These pills 
can help females regulate 
their menstrual cycle and 
are safe for most women. 

method of contraception 
if taken regularly. 

How it works: The female 
usually has one injection 
once every twelve weeks. 
The injection works the 
same way in the body as a 
pill would.

Success rate:  When used 
properly (99%), when 
used improperly (94%).

Advantage:  These injec-
tions have similar func-
tions to the pills, but you 
don’t need to take it as 
frequently, so you don’t 
need to remember to 
take a pill everyday. 

During your time here, what evi-
dence have you seen that shows 

greater fascination of sex?

I can’t answer that. I don’t have 
the information to answer that 
question because I’m not tied into 
what’s going on among students 
sexually. I could talk about data 
I’ve collected over the years in my 
[human sexuality] class, but that’s 
probably not representative of 
the campus at large or, at least, 
we don’t have reason to believe 
that it is. People don’t discuss their 
sexual interests with me; they 
shouldn’t; and I wouldn’t let them 
if they wanted to. So there is no 
way for me to know what’s hap-
pening on the campus.

How comfortable, do you believe, 
people are in talking about sex in 
our culture?

Why, would you say, the current 
generation is more relaxed in 
talking about sex?

That’s a very good question, for 
which there is not an equally good 
answer. The research has yet to 
be done on your generation; your 
generation is too new. Those of 
us who came of age in the sixties 
thought we were [relaxed] too. 
Think about the hippies in the 
sixties, the “free-love” genera-
tion, and everyone having sex with 

that wasn’t true. What people 
think of the sixties, the hippies, 
was a very small percentage of 
that generation. And most of the 
stories about them are exagger-
ated.  The majority of that genera-

I think your generation is more 
comfortable than generations that 
preceded you, but we still have 
a long way to go for there to be 
open discussion in our culture. 
Your generation is a little more 
relaxed about talking about [sex], 
about accepting people for who 
they are. For each generation it 
gets a little easier but there are 
still cultural prohibitions against 
open discussion.

If two students were dating, how 
would you suggest they approach 
the issue of sex?

I don’t know that you can give a 
prescription for that, because it 
really depends on who the people 
are. You can’t say everybody 
should do “this”, because “this” 
doesn’t work for everybody.  
How people should talk about it 
has to be seen in the context of 
who they are. If you are to engage 

Has this generation become more 
tolerant in the acceptance of 
sexual orientations aside from 
heterosexuality?

Many of us have a lot of hope for 
your generation with respect to 
equal rights, acceptance of gay 
marriage, gay and lesbian issues 
and the like. The gay rights move-
ment started in the late sixties and 
brought the issue to the forefront. 

a long and slow process. So, the 
gay rights movement started 
forty-plus years ago. It’s been a 
long road and we still don’t have 
equal rights or equal acceptance. 
As you keep bringing the issue 
before the public, and teaching 
the public, people start to under-
stand. Younger generations are 

get it. So, as they get it, they say, 
“Yeah! It makes perfect sense to 
me!” And, as the younger genera-
tions grow up, a portion of them 
keep that attitude. Then, another 
generation grows up and you get 
a bigger portion who [retain that 
attitude]. And eventually you see 
the cultural changes we’re seeing 
today.

tion was very conservative, much 
like it is today. So while some in 
that generation were more open 
than their parents, it didn’t change 
the overall culture much.  What 
seemed like it would be a major 
cultural shift didn’t quite turn out 
that way as people in that genera-
tion aged.  For your generation, 
we won’t be able to answer that 
question until you are in midlife 
and have your own families. 
Personality is still developing until 
one’s late 20s and having children 
of your own changes many peo-
ple’s viewpoints.  For most people, 
it’s a lot easier to go against cul-
tural norms when they are young.  

get older.  So the big question is 
will your generation change the 
culture permanently and if so, how 
much? We won’t know that until 
time passes. 

in [sex], it should be a subject of 
discussion. How you approach it 
really depends on who you are as 
people.

QWhy are people so fascinated 
with sex?

AHere’s another way to look at the 
question: why not be fascinated? 
It’s a biological drive. Everyone 
has biological drives. Everyone has 
sexual feelings. So, the question 
might be why not instead of why. 
You could ask the same question 
about other biological drives like 
food and drink. People are fasci-
nated with food and drink, but 
there are no cultural prohibitions 
against openly discussing them as 
there are with sexuality. 

Q

A

Q
A

Q
A

Q
A

Q

A

* Dr. Jerry Marshall is an instructor who has taught psychology courses, including Human Sexuality, here at Green River Communty College since 1998.
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Electronic entertainment 
provides escapism for students

EDITORIAL

Editorial Board:   Dylan Whitcher, Shane Lange, Ellice Estrada, Jeremy Siregar, Logan Sychtysz,
                              Thomas Peterson, Michelle Spencer

Many people believe that 
electronic entertainment 
has become an obsession 
among the current society, 
more specifically though, 
the younger upcoming 
generation.

This hardly comes as a 
shock given the way that 
the younger generations are 
being brought up.

50 years ago, a child 
growing up was often given 
a ball or bike and told to go 
play outside. Yet, compare 
that to the children of today 
and you see small children 
glued to their parents’ 
iPhones and to video games 
and TV.

As we grow up, electronic 
entertainment becomes 
a part of our life; it’s what 
we grew to know and to 
adapt to. We conform to it, 
learn it, and do all we can to 
know all about it.

The big issue that people 
have with electronic en-
tertainment is that it was 
said that students, college 
students especially, are seen 
as addicted and obsessed 
to it.

Students are always seen 
with their cell phones in 
hand or iPod’s beating away 
in the ears. Entire TV series 
are watched over weekends 
in one go, the newest video 

Many people feel that electronic entertainment 
can be harmful to your health; but is it really?

games are beat within the 
first 6 hours of owning 
them, and movie theaters 
buckle under the weight 
of people trying to see the 
newest movie of the month.

Ok, so maybe our culture 
loves electronics. But do 
our intents deem it all to be 
bad?

Ladies and gentlemen, 
I propose the idea that 
electronic entertainment 
is NOT bad for you. What 
makes it bad is the over-
usage of electronics and the 
fixated ways we go about 
constantly immersed in the 
virtual world.

Electronic entertain-
ment itself is not bad for 
students. In fact, I say that 
everyone should have some 
form of electronic enter-
tainment to play with, listen 
to, or watch.

Why? There is one single 
clear concept that explains 
it all.

Escapism.
Electronic entertainment 

allows for students and 
really all people to have a 
form of escapism. Stu-
dents spend the whole day 
working through school, 
part- time jobs, and piles of 
homework.

To relieve stress, elec-
tronics provide a good 

solution.
Music can relax a person 

or make them happy. A 
movie can help someone 
out with whatever mood 
they are in. Video games 
are often a “big hitter” since 
they allow for a person to, 
in a way, take a break from 
this world and get lost in 
another one for fun.

These forms of electronic 
entertainment allow us 
to keep our sanity despite 
all of the hectic mundane 
things that happen all the 
time.

It is true however that 
many people take escapism 
to an extreme and are often 
lost to reality and are then 
trapped in a fake world.

I believe that all people 
should reconsider how 
much time they spend in 
the electronic world. We 
can afford to give up a great 
deal of the time spent on 
movies and games.

However, let us not cut it 
away entirely, for it provides 
the escape we all need.

Without an avenue of 
escape, students would be 
crushed under the work 
loads and sizable tasks that 
pile onto life. Not to men-
tion the addition of all the 
other forms of stress and 
time consuming issues.

Editorial Policy
The Current is a limited public 
forum for student expression, 
in which student editors make 
policy and content decisions. 
Green River Community 
College delegates editorial 
responsibility for the content 
of the publications. The 
college acknowledges the 
dual free purpose of student 
publications as instructional 
tools and as vehicles for free 
inquiry and free expression 
in the academic community. 
The views and opinions 
expressed in The Current do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
the college or student body.

Theft Policy
A person commits the offense 
of publication theft when he 
or she willfully or knowingly 
obtains or exerts unauthorized 
control over more than three 
copies of The Current that is 
distributed on campus (with 
the intent to prevent other 
individuals from reading that 
edition of the publication). 
A “publication” includes any 
periodical that is distributed 
on a complimentary or 
compensatory basis. In 
addition to the imposition of 
other campus disciplinary 
penalties, a person who 
violates this provision is 

responsible for compensating 
the publication for all 
reasonable costs incurred, 
including, where appropriate, 
the refund of advertising fees.

Letters to the 
Editor
The Current encourages all its 
readers to be involved and will 
publish letters. Anonymous 
letters are not accepted and 
the editor reserves the right 
to reject or edit letters on 
the basis of length, libel, or 
propriety. All letters become 
property of The Current.  
Send letters to thecurrent@
greenriver.edu.

In order to be great at 
any particular thing you 
need something, or some-
one, to motivate you.

 For me, my motivation 
came just over two years 
ago when my son Mason 
Robert Whitcher was intro-
duced into this world.

 Before Mason, I was like 
many other 17 year olds; I 
would go to the occasional 
teen party, drink my ass off 
and wake up in the clothes 
I wore the night before 
with a headache I thought 
would never disappear.

 Since Mason however, 
my life has taken a full 180. 
I’m focused, ambitious and 
now if you tell me I can’t 
do something, I will do 
whatever it takes to prove 
you wrong.

I’ve taken this newfound 
maturity as a turning point 
in my life and I’ve brought 
that maturity to the news-
room.

 The quarter is almost 
over and it is unfathomable 
that this is our last issue. 
There have been many 
nights where I just wanted 
to rip my hair out; from 
staying up until three in 
the morning or running 
around campus searching 
for a story. Now, looking 
back it was all worth it. Our 
paper was not perfect and 
will never be perfect, but 
our staff (myself included) 
has made great strides and 
each issue has been better 
than the previous.

 We have covered impor-
tant topics, from student 
government elections all 
the way to sex on campus. 
I have made friendships 
with so many students and 
faculty members in the 
short time that I have been 
Editor-in-Chief. It’s very 
rare to say you love what 
you do, but to be hon-
est I really do love what I 

do. The stress will always 
be there, but the journey 
has taken me to heights 
unimaginable.

 I know it is only the end 
of fall quarter and I still 
have two more left, but I 
feel as if time is moving too 
quickly, but I guess that’s 
life. Life goes too slow dur-
ing the rough times and 
then too fast when things 
are on the up-and-up.

 For right now however, 
I wish I could freeze time 
and stay in this moment. 
Deadlines have been met 
and our hard work dur-
ing this grueling 11 week 
quarter has finally paid 
off. It’s nice being able to 
physically hold something, 
knowing you put your 
heart and soul into it.

We will never be perfect, 
but this is the time to make 
mistakes; if you cannot 
make mistakes in college, 
then where can you make 
them? In the professional 
world mistakes should be 
minimal, but in college life, 
mistakes are welcomed. Go 
out and make mistakes, 
they’re inevitable.

Mason has changed my 
life in so many ways. I am 
not ashamed to admit that 
at first I thought my life 
was over. I am still me, just 
a different me. That 17 year 
old kid who wanted to do 
nothing other than party 
is now maturing into a 20 
year old man and I’m not 
afraid to say that I still have 
a long way to go.

 I was on Facebook the 
other day and there was a 
quote that caught my eye.

 “There comes a point 
in life when fun no longer 
means clubbing, drink-
ing, or being out until four 
a.m., or thinking about 
yourself!”

 Continued: “Fun means 
Disney Movies, family din-
ners, bedtime stories, long 
cuddles, a messy house, 
sleeping by 10 p.m. and 
hearing little voices say ‘I 
love you’, becoming a par-
ent doesn’t change you, it 
makes you realize that the 
little people YOU created 
deserve the very best of 
your time.”

Dylan’s Letter
A message from the EIC

The Chief
Dylan Whitcher



11OP-EDContact OpEd Editor, Logan Sychtysz, with 
story ideas, comments or questions:
oped.editor@mail.greenriver.edu

Other ways to contact us:
Phone: (253) 833-9111 x. 2375

In person: OEB 17

The Current
Dec. 3, 2012

Food prices at the Green 
River campus cafeteria are 
fairly reasonable, but what 
about beverages? Or food 
from the bookstore?

The cuisine offered by 
the cafeteria is certainly not 
fine dining, but it is served 
hot and fresh. (Unless it is a 
salad, then it is just fresh.) 

As such, it is reasonable 
to expect students to pay 
five big ones for a good 
cheeseburger. 

After all, we’re not buying 
some fast food slop that’s 
been sitting around all day, 
oftentimes the burger is 
prepared right before our 
very eyes. 

Expensive tastes not always worth it
Are the prices of food justified in the eye’s of a college student?

The wait is negligible 
considering the quality.

The beef (no pun in-
tended) that many students 
have with the cafeteria 
is the markup on bever-
ages that can be purchased 
cheaper at a local conve-
nience store. 

While I may not be a 
business major, I under-
stand that the college does 
not manufacture Pepsi or 
Gatorade, and that some 
markup must be made in 
order for the sale of these 
products to be logical.

The thing is, the gas sta-
tion down the street also 
doesn’t make these prod-
ucts, yet a bottle of iced tea 
there will cost you consider-
ably less than at the college 
(by a college student’s 
standards). 

So what is there to stop 
students from going off 
campus for their consump-
tion needs?

Convenience is the obvi-

ous stand out factor. 
When the cafeteria is 

within walking distance of 
any classroom, it’s a tough 
situation for a student to 
justify going somewhere 
else to get lunch. 

That would consist of a 
lengthy process of getting 
in the car, driving through 
traffic, finding somewhere 
to eat, having lunch, driving 
back to campus, and then 
fighting for the last parking 
spot around.

 No thank you.
The cafeteria should not 

be exploiting this fact.
 Students are not asking 

to be provided beverages at 
wholesale; that would be 
ridiculous. 

What they do want is 
some sort of compromise.

 Lowering prices to equal 
those of other local busi-
nesses does not seem like 
an unreasonable request to 
this writer.

On a side note, the Paper 

Tree bookstore should do 
the same with their bever-
ages and food. 

The same arguments 
apply to them as to the 
cafeteria, except ALL of the 
food and drink sold there is 
prepackaged. 

Stop extorting hard-
working students who are 
forced to either buy food on 
campus, skip class for food, 
or starve because they can’t 
afford the high food prices.

Of course the cafeteria 
and the bookstore could 
argue that students are buy-
ing the products anyway, so 
why change? 

Well, how about examin-
ing the morality of it?

Both of these stores are 
located on Green River’s 
campus and are thus an 
integral part of our college.

 Last I checked, the 
college is here to provide 
students with opportuni-
ties, not to turn a profit by 
whatever means necessary. 

@thecurrentnet

Follow us!

twitter.com

New laws mean new opinions
Should the new laws be accepted or denied?

As of just a few weeks 
ago, it seemed as though 
the main topics many peo-
ple were talking about were 
the legalization of weed and 
same-sex marriage.

 But, the large amount 
of chatter has dissipated, 
slowly shrinking these is-
sues to a smaller side-topic.

What was it though that 
made them such big topics 
in the first place?

 They were revolutionary 
and symbolized a time of 
great change!

In my opinion, the legal-
ization of marijuana seems 
to be a really smart choice. 

The decriminalization 
of it not only benefits the 
state as a whole, but many 
individuals as well. 

The talk of marijuana 

being a dangerous gateway 
drug may in part be true. 

Ultimately, the abuse of 
marijuana or the switch to a 
dangerous drug is a choice 
that can only be made by 
one person: the user. 

Education then becomes 
very important in insuring 
the safety of the people who 
would use it. 

No one has been truly 
hurt by marijuana and as 
long as it is used conscious-
ly, nothing bad could come 
from it.

The topic of same-sex 
marriage has always been 
a little hushed and on the 
down-low. 

All throughout history, 
same-sex marriage sup-
porters have played parts in 
many revolutions concern-
ing equality between one 
another to gain equal rights. 

But it has never truly 
broken as many barriers as 
it could have, at least, not 
until now. 

Treating someone differ-
ently or looking down upon 
them in any way is no dif-
ferent from being a racist, 

sexist or monomaniac.
 Everyone deserves to be 

with whoever they believe 
will make them truly happy 
in life.

 All people deserve the 
right to be able to live their 
life the way they see fit so 
long as the style of life does 
not harm others.

The way I see it, these 
two great decisions do not 
in any way cause harm, 
nor should they offend any 
person. 

In many ways, the effects 
and changes of these new 
laws will bring more people 
together  resulting in many 
people being happier. 

We all should be allowed 
to live the life we so please.

 Realize that the choices  
we make are our own and 
the future we want to live  
in will be the results of 
those decisions. 

If the choices we make 
decide the future we want, 
then there is no reason we 
should be prevented from 
making the choices we 
feel to be best for  us as a 
people.

Commentary by: 
Benjamin Biernacki

Commentary by: 
James Nguyen

425.352.5000  |  www.uwb.edu 

Join us for a campus tour!
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“Although their first game wasn’t everything they’d hoped, this is 
a Gator team with a lot of potential.”

Jonathan Sigrist Page 15

Green River is continuing 
its mission to provide the 
best to its students, cam-
pus, and the environment 
through the Woodlands 
Detention Project.

The Woodlands Deten-
tion Project takes storm-
water from developed sites 
and controls its release to 
prevent pollution, flooding 
and erosion. Green River’s 
system, located near the 
walking trails on campus, 
is distinctive because it 
includes a wetland.

“It’s taking an existing 
water system that has been 
in its current form since the 
sixties when the college was 
built and enhancing it,” said 
Sam Ball, the director of 
Capital Projects.

The project is a col-
laboration between natural 
resource students and sev-
eral agencies, including the 
Army Corp of Engineers, 
the Muckleshoot Tribe, 
the city of Auburn, the 
department of ecology, and 
the department of natural 
resources.

Construction is now 
complete and in early 
December, natural resource 
students will begin plant-
ing native species. There 
are hopes that some biology 
students will volunteer to 
help with the planting.

“This is very unique 
because normally agencies 
won’t let you do anything 
around a wetland,” Ball 
informed. “The main 
reason we were allowed to 
do it is because we have a 

College strives to increase 
wetland’s rainwater capacity
Woodland Detention Program continues in the expansion Green River’s wetland

very strong natural resource 
program.”

The wetland has been 
expanded, enabling it to re-
tain more water, benefiting 
plants, animals, and insects.

The natural resource 
program has made a com-
mitment to monitor water 
levels and the impact on 
trees and plants for the 
next ten years. Reports 
are conducted by students 
under the supervision of 
a biologist and are sent to 
each endorsing agency.

Each year, faculty selects 
a student intern as a leader 
of the project. The current 
intern, Mary Starr, is in her 
last few quarters at Green 
River and is training Katie 
Hurlburt as her replace-
ment. Next year, Hurlburt 
will train her own successor, 

By: Christin Peter
Staff Writer

The Undercurrent
Director Dani Chang wins award

By: Christin Peter 
Staff Writer

Newsweek discontinues print 

I-502 does not affect college policy
By: Rachel Sant 

Senior Writer

The approval of Initiative 502 will not hold any effect 
over Green River’s drug and tobacco policies, including 
both current and future rules.

With the ratification of I-502, Washington State will 
allow people over 21 years of age to legally carry specific 
quantities of marijuana.

However, due to the fact that marijuana is still illegal on 
the federal level, Green River cannot allow it on campus 
grounds. The college receives and works with federal fund-
ing and therefore must follow federal law. According to the 
Green River website, students, faculty and visitors of the 
campus are to abide by these laws as well. Those who do 
not are subject to discipline.

Dani Chang, the director of student services at Green River, 
was awarded the Shelley K. Bannish Outstanding Advisor’s 
Award in honor of her strong commitment to student develop-
ment and leadership.

Shelley K. Bannish, the director of the student life and 
involvement center at Centralia College, presented the award 
at the annual meeting of the National Association of Campus 
Activities West region, held from Nov. 15 to Nov. 18 in Portland.

According to the NACA website, recipients must have par-
ticipated in NACA activities, made a significant contribution to 
student life, presented commitment to excellent service to stu-
dent leaders, is viewed as an educator by his or her colleagues, 
and shows genuine support and regard for students.

In addition to these criteria, at least three letters must be 
submitted to the NACA with at least one letter written by the 
nominee’s advisor and another from a group of students.

By: Dylan Whitcher
Editor-in-Chief

ensuring that a trained per-
son will always be available 
to lead.

The Woodlands Deten-
tion Project was a dream 
that started seven years ago. 
On Jan. 1, 2008 the city of 
Auburn annexed the Lea 
Hill area and took an inter-
est in the project.

“The city of Auburn is 
very progressive and in-
novative,” Ball said. “They 
became an advocate for us.”

The number of impor-
tant agencies involves 
proves that this is a great 
opportunity for Green River 
and its students. Not only 
does the project help the 
environment, but it also 
provides a great educational 
opportunity.

“This is something that’s 
at a level that you could 

have a bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s program and it would 
still be this intensive,” com-
mented Ball. “The students 
are getting some really 
high-level experience.”

The last three years have 
been very crucial to the 
project. Intensive design-
ing, construction, and 
monitoring began, provid-
ing a few years worth of 
records. However, since it is 
an ongoing project, there is 
always work to be done.

Currently, an instruction 
binder is being compiled for 
the project. It will tell what 
to record, how to record it, 
and how and where to write 
reports.

“To be able to do this is 
a great testament to our 
natural resource depart-
ment,” said Ball.

The college’s wetlands are located off of a pathway originating from parking lot 8, behind Cedar Hall.

Michelle Spencer  |  The Current

Like!
... us on Facebook

facebook.com/greenrivercurrent

On Oct. 18, Newsweek Magazine announced that they 
will discontinuing their weekly print publication on Dec. 31 
of this year. 

Newsweek was founded in 1933 and has ran a print ver-
sion for nearly 80 years. 

The news was a shock to many, especially in the journal-
ism world. However, during an interview with USA Today, 
Tina Brown, Editor-in-Chief of The Newsweek Daily Beast 
Company said the decision to cut the print presence was an 
easy decision to make.

“The journalism business has been increasingly affected 
by the challenging print advertisement environment,” 
Brown said. She also  added that, in a recent poll by Pew 
Research Study, “39% of Americans now get their news 
from an online source.”

Along with Newsweek, the magazine SmartMoney will 
also be cancelling their print edition. 

Despite the magazine’s print edition being cancelled, 
Newsweek will continue to publish on their website and 
mobile application while implementing new ways to im-
prove their digital voice.
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Green River will be in-
stilling a new tobacco policy 
on Jan. 1, 2013, resulting in 
an absolutely tobacco-free 
campus. Staff, students and 
visitors will not be allowed 
to use any kind of tobacco 
products on campus, and 
any person who violates the 
policy can be fined.

Tobacco products include 
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, 
chewing tobacco, snuff, and 
even electronic cigarettes.

The policy applies to all 
people on Green River’s 
sidewalks, parking lots, 
landscaped areas, recre-
ational areas, in buildings 
and in all vehicles owned 
and leased by Green River 
Community College.

Non-compliance with the 
designated smoking areas 
and the constant littering 
on campus from tobacco 
products were the main 
reasons for Green River to 
propose and enter the new 

policy. Furthermore, it is in 
the interest of Green River 
to protect the health of all 
the people on campus.

Because the policy’s goal 
is to ensure a tobacco-free 
environment, people who 
don’t abide can be subject 
to disciplinary action in-
cluding suspension, restitu-
tion, probation or fines.

As for staff members, 
repeated use of tobacco on 
campus can also result in 
an informal discussion with 
their supervisor.

Green River encour-
ages students and staff that 
catch people smoking to 
remind them that cam-
pus is tobacco-free. If the 
person continues to smoke 
or even becomes confron-
tational, students and staff 
are advised to walk away 
and call Campus Safety at 
extension #3350.

According to Green 
River’s website, it is every-
body’s responsibility to sup-
port the policy. Employees 
are encouraged to politely 

remind smokers to leave 
the property. The college 
reminds non-smokers to be 
respectful towards tobacco 
users and encourages them 
to support those who 
choose to quit.

Green River is not the 
first tobacco-free college in 
Washington. Examples of 
other smoke-free colleges 
in Washington are Seattle 
Pacific University, Everett 
Community College, Clark 
College, Lower Columbia 
College and Walla Walla 
University. In fact, Green 
River is the ninth smoke-
free campus in the state.

Smokers who want to 
quit are encouraged to 
contact Julie French, the 
coordinator for prevention 
education. There are also 
resources outside of Green 
River. “Uniform Quit for 
Life Program”, The Auburn 
Regional Medical Center, 
St. Francis Hospital or 
Auburn Valley YMCA are 
further resources that pro-
vide support groups.

College to be smoke-free
New policy bans all tobacco use from college campus

By: Jérôme Chevrolet
Staff Writer

Crime on campus
Date: November 2 
Report time: 10 p.m.

Occupants in a unit of the 
Campus Corner Apartments 
were reported to have been par-
taking in underage drinking; 
not confirmed.

Liquor Law Violation

Date: November 13 
Report time: 12 p.m.

A students was approached by 
a man at the Welcome Center 
and asked to borrow his phone. 
After the student gave him 
permission, the man claimed 
he was going to the parking 
lot to use the phone and never 
returned.

Robbery

Date: November 15 
Report time: 1:45 p.m.

While waiting for a student to 
arrive, an instructor left her 
office to consult with a col-
league and returned to find a 
brochure on “Careers in Educa-
tion Preparation” on her desk 
and her wallet missing from 
her purse.
  

Personal Property Theft
Date: November 15 
Report time: 2:50 a.m.

After hearing a noise, the oc-
cupants of a CCA unit walked 
down stairs and saw a black 
male, approximately 5’9”, 180 
pounds, with short hair and 
a beard, going through the 
fridge. He then ran out the 
door. The occupants found 
that a window screen had been 
taken down and only  a wallet 
had been stolen. 

Burglary



“The big issue that people have with electronic entertainment 
is that it was said that students, college students especially, are 

seen as addicted and obsessed to it. 
Logan Sychtysz Page 10
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Volleyball

Green River finishes seventh at  
NWAACC championships

Game, set, and match! 
The Lady Gators wrapped 
up the volleyball season 
with flying colors after com-
peting in the 2012 NWAACC 
Volleyball Conference 
Championships held in Mt. 
Hood, Ore.

Sixteen teams, four quali-
fying from every region, 
brought their best game 
to contend for the title of 
2012 NWAACC Volleyball 
Champion.

The Gators qualified for 
the championship after 
completing the regular 
season tied for first place in 
the Western region with an 
astounding 25-8 record.

The outcome of the four-
day weekend tournament is 
something the Lady Gators 
can be proud of; Green 
River tied with Highline for 
7th place, the same team 
they tied with for first in the 

regular season.
“For a team that hadn’t 

been to the tournament in a 
couple of years, to finish 7th 
was a very good step in the 
right direction,” said ath-
letic director Bob Kickner.

In this year’s tournament, 
the Gators played a total 
of four games, splitting the 
matches in half with two 
wins and two losses.

Day one - November 15, 
the Gators played against 
Shoreline and won in a 
three set game (25-19, 25-21, 
25-16). The team was off to a 
great start and advanced to 
the next day.

Day two - On Friday 
night, they played Olympic 
College in a highly competi-
tive match of three sets. The 
team managed to overcome 
Olympic with 25-22 on the 
first set, but lost on the 
second set 23-25. In the 
end, the Gators snatched 
the victory with a final score 
of 15-11.

By: Febby Mulia
Staff Writer

The volleyball team at Green River finished with a strong record and looks forward to an improved team next year.

A few pivotal moments 
during the last set were 
decided by sophomore Erin 
Fisher. Fisher scored late in 
the game and had two key 
blocks and two key kills, 
spurring the Gators as a 
momentum shifter late in 
the third set.

After the short win 
streak, the Gators’ second 
game on Friday was against 
the Blue Mountain Timber-
wolves. Unfortunately, the 
Lady Gators lost in all three 

Courtesy photo |  greenriver.edu

Lady Gators 
Volleyball ends 
on a high note 

sets, with scores 25-16, 25-
14, 25-18.

However, this loss wasn’t 
the end of the road. Green 
River was given the op-
portunity to proceed to the 
losers’ bracket, with hopes 
of finishing strong.

“When you get in the 
losers’ bracket, it becomes 
very challenging because 
there’s a lot of pressure for 
the teams,” said Kickner.

Day three - On the Sat-
urday morning, the Gators 

played their first game in 
the losers bracket against 
the Umpqua Riverhawks.

The two set game against 
Umpqua was the last for the 
Lady Gators, ending their 
last game with respectable 
scores of 25-22 and 25-18.

“Umpqua has given us 
fits in the past,” Kickner 
mentioned. “They’re just 
feisty! They’ve got an out-
side hitter that’s very good, 
and they came out on Sat-
urday morning with more 

energy than we did.”
Overall, Kickner was 

pleased with the results of 
the tournament. “The event 
was very solid for us, and 
I think that for the sopho-
mores, Erin, Stephanie, and 
Gwen, it was very emotional 
coming to the end of the 
season.”

As for the years to come, 
the Gators are aiming 
higher and have plans to 
return to the NWAACC 
Championship.
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In the opening game of 
the 2012 season, the What-
com Orcas escaped with 
a 65-58 victory over the 
Gators, despite a late-game 
surge by Green River.

Although Green River 
had the first strike with 
a two-point jump shot, 
Whatcom answered with 
a vengeance, scoring eight 
unanswered points. But af-
ter Kelsey Morgan made the 
Gators’ second shot of the 
day, Christie Kullberg kept 
momentum up by hitting 
consecutive three-pointers 
to regain the lead, 10-8.

The Orcas and Gators 
battled back and forth for 
the rest of the first period, 
ending with the Orcas lead-
ing 29-26.

The Gators again started 
strong, with sophomore 
Brittani Miller scoring the 
first four points of the pe-

riod to regain the lead. But 
midway through the period, 
with the Gators behind 41-
44, the Orcas rallied with a 
devastating 10 point blitz, 
giving them a command-
ing 13 point advantage as 
time began to work against 
Green River.

Carley Kitzman spurred 
the team with back-to-
back shots, and although 
the Gators outscored their 
opponents 17-11 in the final 
minutes, it wasn’t enough 
to claw their way back.

The leading scorer, 
sophomore Miller, looked 
sharp with 12 points overall, 
contributing mostly in the 
first half of the game. In 
the second half, freshman 
Kitzman picked up the 
slack, putting up six of her 
nine points, as well as seven 
rebounds overall.

Although their first game 
wasn’t everything they’d 
hoped, this is a Gator team 
with a lot of potential. Their 

By: Jonathan Sigrist
Staff Writer

In Green River’s first women’s basketball game of the year, a hard fought battle came down to final minutes

Affordable, Flat-Rate Tuition
Our students love our flat-rate tuition because they only pay one 
low rate per six-month term and they can take as many courses 
as their schedules allow. It’s just one of the many reasons WGU 
Washington is the right fit for motivated, busy adults. 

WGU Washington is a state-endorsed, online university that 
offers accredited bachelor’s and master’s degree programs 
in business, IT, teacher education, and healthcare, including 
nursing.

washington.wgu.edu/grcc        1-877-214-7004
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strengths and weaknesses 
were both put on display 
against Whatcom, and 
although the team demon-
strated room for improve-
ment, they also showed 

several stellar attributes.
One of the strengths 

cited by third-year Coach 
Tim Riles is the team’s im-
pressive depth. “I love our 
versatility. We’ve got a solid 

nine, maybe even eleven. 
We’ve got a lot of moving 
parts, girls who can play 
multiple positions.”

This flexibility was shown 
in full force as 10 different 
Gator players saw time on 
the court over the course 
of the game, eight of them 
putting points on the 
board.

Before the game, one 
aspect that Coach Riles 
emphasized was getting 
rebounds. “We’ve got to 
rebound. When it’s all said 
and done, that’s going to be 
our key statistic.” Riles was 
dead on, as the Orcas out-
rebounded the Gators 40-
30 on their way to victory.

The rebound advantage 
turned out to be the dif-
ference on Saturday night, 
because it allowed What-
com to take vastly more 
shots than Green River. 
Although the Gators had 
more accuracy, sinking 48% 
of their shots to the Orcas’ 

43%, Whatcom had a stun-
ning 28 more attempts than 
Green River, 99-71.

Some of this difference 
was caused by free throws, 
which Whatcom took 17 of 
to Green River’s seven. The 
Gators committed 11 fouls 
to the Orca’s eight, and con-
sequently got eight fewer 
points from free throws. In 
a game that was decided by 
a mere seven points, that’s a 
significant amount.

There are certainly 
elements to work on, the 
Gators didn’t look at all 
overmatched as they started 
the season. Coach Riles is 
excited about this team and 
considers postseason play a 
definite possibility.

Although he stressed 
that it’s too early to be sure, 
Riles is very excited about 
his squad. “I think we can 
adjust to any team,” said 
Riles. “And more impor-
tantly teams will have to 
adjust to us.”

Despite a loss against Whatcom, sights are set high for the Lady Gators.
Dominic Yoxtheimer |  The Current

Lady Gators storm into season with nail-biting loss
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
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“The freshmen have stepped up and made a huge impact; they 
define the team’s mentality to win.”

Jonathan Sigrist Page 15

Two thefts were com-
mitted in the month of 
October on Green River’s 
campus, resulting in the 
loss of a laptop, a document 
camera and a classroom 
projector.

On Oct. 23, between 3 
p.m. and 4 p.m., a Cauca-
sian male in his mid-20s en-
tered Salish Hall room 254 
and stole both a document 
camera and the projector of 
the room. At 1:20 p.m. on 
Oct. 24, a student reported 
that she had been robbed of 
her laptop by a Caucasian 
male in a black hoodie in 
his early 20s.

As of now, neither of the 
thieves have been identified 
or caught.

“Both of these [thefts] 
were crimes of opportunity,” 
said Fred Creek, director of 
campus safety and trans-
portation. “The student 
who lost her laptop was 
carrying it in her hands 
and had it snatched by a 
stranger. Some crimes such 
as this can be avoided by 
being careful about display-
ing your property.”

Creek urges students to 

As the construction con-
tinues on the newly named 
Cedar Hall, everything is 
right on schedule.

A great deal of progress 
has been made following 
the building’s hollowing-
out in the spring quarter. 
Soon, the roof and windows 
will be completely installed, 
making the building of-
ficially weather tight.

The wall frames have 
been erected, and the 
plumbing, mechanical and 
electrical systems are done.

“Once it is weather tight, 
they’ll start sheetrocking,” 

Green River faculty and a 
student fall victim to thefts

Construction of Cedar Hall continues

Thieves leave a student without her laptop and a classroom without its projector

The former SMT building is renamed and its renovation stays on track

be aware of their surround-
ings, to be conscious of the 
people around them and 
to be very careful about 
the way they display their 
belongings.

“The theft from the class-
room occurred when the 
room was unoccupied for a 
short period of time,” Creek 
included. “Unfortunately, 
by making classroom access 

says Sam Ball, the director 
of capital projects.

Starting in mid-May, 
occupancy will be taken. 
Equipment such as furni-
ture and computers will 
be installed in the build-
ing, and the temporarily 
displaced classes will be 
moved back.

When the renovation 
created an opportunity to 
rename the building, staff 
and students were asked 
for their opinions. They 
eventually decided upon 
the name Cedar Hall.

“Originally, SMT stood 
for science, math and 
technology because that’s 
what was in the building,” 

By: Jérôme Chevrolet
Staff Writer

By: Christin Peter
Staff Writer

Top three 
stolen items 
on campus

Cellphones

Laptops

Tablets

Ball informed. “There’s no 
science classes in there now. 
So, the acronym doesn’t 
make sense anymore.”

During the late SMT’s 
1974 construction, a natural 
resource instructor con-
tributed by planting cedar 
trees around the original 
building that are still stand-
ing tall today. The cedar 
tree is also very important 
in Native American culture 
as it is considered the tree 
of life. The new name pays 
homage to those who were 
on the land first.

“It’s a nice compliment 
to Salish Hall,” commented 
Ball. “We’re continuing to 
say that we’re honoring the 

first people that were here.”
Construction has been 

sticking to the original 
plan, with the exception 
of a few minor setbacks 
that were tended to as they 
made an appearance.

The renovation will make 
the building safer, modern, 
more energy efficient and 
better accessible for those 
with disabilities. The new 
floor plan will also provide a 
more practical use of space 
and add additional study 
areas for students.

If everything continues 
to go according to plan, 
Cedar Hall will be fully 
operational for classes Fall 
Quarter 2013.

during business hours easy 
for students, it also allows 
for unwanted guests to 
come in.”

Creek reassures that, 
despite these incidents, stu-
dents can trust and rely on 
Green River’s campus safety 
team. Campus safety’s goal 
is to keep the college’s cam-
pus a safe environment for 
both students and faculty. 
To ensure they can achieve 
this, they offer their services 

24 hours a day and seven 
days a week.

“[Campus safety staff 
members] take their job 
seriously and each of them 
really cares about our cus-
tomers,” Creek said.

Along with the staff at 
campus safety, students 
play a crucial role in main-
taining the student and 
faculty-friendly environ-
ment on campus.

“Report! Report! Report!” 
Creek exclaimed. “If you 
see something or someone 
suspicious, let us know 
right away. If you notice 
someone’s behavior deterio-
rating, send a Red Flag. If 
you hear something that’s 
wrong, tell someone.”

Campus safety is located 
behind the Lindbloom 
Student Center on the east 
side of campus. If you were 
the victim of a theft or other 
crime, or witness to such 
an act, you can contact 
campus safety by calling 
253-288-3350 or by sending 
a Red Flag on Green River’s 
website.

“Better safety is in every-
one’s best interest and is re-
ally a community effort, not 
just the Safety department,” 
Creek said.

-- Fred Creek

“Better safety is in 
everyone’s best 
interest and is    

 really a community 
effort, not just the 
safety department,”
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#3
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Do you have questions, comments, story ideas?
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Offering an affordable option for education, the College 
of Business provides a quality undergraduate experience 
that is thoroughly grounded in the practical and ethical 
aspects of business. Outstanding business programs are 
available in accounting, supply chain management, 
sport business, and others.

For more information scan the QR code or go to: 
www.cwu.edu/business/transfer
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Calendar

Go to www.greenriver.edu/athletics for home game locations.

Dec 8
Dec 14
Dec 15

Dec 16             

Dec 19 
Jan 2

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Olympic @ Bremerton, 7 p.m. 
Portland @ GRCC, 4 p.m.*
Wenachee or Everett @ GRCC,  7 or 2:30 
p.m.*
Final Round @ GRCC,  TBA *

NW Indian @ GRCC, 7 p.m.
Highline @ GRCC, 7 p.m.

Dec 7
Dec 8

Dec 9
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16
Dec 19

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Lane @ Lakewood, 2 p.m.*
Wenatchee or Skagit @ Lakewood, 1 or 5 
p.m.*
TBA @ Lakewood, TBA*
Columbia Basin @ Pasco, 6 p.m.*
shorline or SW Oregon@ Pasco, 7 or 3 p.m.*
Final Round @ Pasco, TBA*
Edmonds @ GRCC, 5 p.m.

*Tournaments

The Green River Men’s 
Basketball team opened 
up their season in the 
2012 Skagit Valley Turkey 
Tournament and left with a 
respectable 2-1 record.

In the first game against 
Wenatchee Valley, their de-
fense was stifling, holding 
the Knights to a lousy 26 
percent from the field. 

Green River, on the other 
hand, came out on fire, 
shooting 40 percent from 
the field, in route to the 81-
53 victory.

Unfortunately, the teams 
youth and inexperience 
haunted them in the second 
game.

Green River jumped to a 
13 point halftime lead after 
shooting 54 percent from 
the three point stripe. They 
went a horrific 1-10 behind 
the arc in the second half, 
ultimately costing them the 

By: Dylan Whitcher 
Editor-in-Chief

game. The Gators lost 76-73 
to Skagit Valley, who won 
the tournament. 

Head coach Tim Malroy 
is entering his ninth season 
behind the helm for the 
Men’s Basketball team and 
for a coach who’s seen it 
all, the reason behind the 
loss was obvious.  “We had 
a tendency to get individu-
ally focused when we felt 
comfortable with a lead, 
and that came back to 
haunt us.”

There was no time for 
the Gators to feel sorry for 
themselves; their next test 
was against Clackamas and 
this time the script from 
the previous game was 
reversed. 

Green River trailed by 
eight points at half but 
went on to outscore the 
Cougars by 14 in the final 20 
minutes. The game was won 
at the free throw line.  In 
the first half the Gators shot 
an embarrassing 38 percent 

Behind stellar performances by Kortney Darby, Gators win two of three games at Thanksgiving shootout

MEN’S BASKETBALL

from the foul line. In the 
second half however, Green 
River made 16 of their 21 at-
tempts, ending the tourna-
ment with a 75-69 victory 
and a final record of 2-1. 

The Gators had plenty of 
reasons to leave the tourna-
ment with their heads held 

high. First year player Kort-
ney Darby was a constant 
force, averaging 23 points 
and seven rebounds in the 
teams three games.

At 6’5 Darby is a consis-
tent low post threat who 
isn’t afraid to stretch the 
floor with his ability to 

knock down 15-17 footers 
with regularity. Something 
Green River lacked last 
season.

This team is different in 
many ways in comparison 
to teams of the past, but for 
Malroy, that’s a good thing.

“We compete, we were 

able to elevate our game to 
places we haven’t seen in 
practice yet,” Malroy added. 
“ This squad is a little more 
mature and tougher, they 
don’t mind getting into a 
grinder game … defensively 
we can hold some teams 
down.”

After their 2-1 finish at the tournament, the men’s Gators team gear up for their upcoming away game against Olympic College.

Dominic Yoxtheimer |   The Current
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Gators impress at annual Turkey Tournament
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