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Election Returns Are In, Student Center Approved

Snezhana Stadnik and Megan Borjesson are elected ASGRCC President and Vice President
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SffReprte ~ Goals and Aims of New ASGRCC President
T necles. As the new GRCC student body president, Snezhana Stadnik's main focus is to reach out to students using dif-

news, and everyone ferent and creative approaches, including the popular MySpace website. She plans to get students to join clubs by
is aware who was enhancing communication between representatives of each group. Through such involvement, Stadnik wants stu-
elected student body | dents to know that they are not being singled out in any sense; rather that they have a place in each club. “I want to
Pfs‘de“t- Forl t{ll(JSE let students know that their opinions are valued and that college doesn’t necessarily mean listening to instructors and
been paying atten. | heading back with homework and assignments.” In other words, Stadnik wants to lighten up our college experience
tion, the winner is and fill it with pleasant memories.
Snezhana Stadnik, Stadnik also plans to add more volunteer projects to not only bring students together, but also help make the
a running start stu- community a better place. “The community has done a lot for me, so now I want to give something back to the com-
dent. But one im- | pupity as well to show my gratitude and appreciation.” How exactly does she plan to give back to the community?
E’n(:its :_t “(f# g s:ézﬁyr?; “By adopting a road to clean and other community service which provides immediate aid to the less fortunate.”
Snezhana Stadnik? This is the attitute of our new student body president. She wants to show people that she “isn’t just a cute girl.
Originally from No. There’s more to me than my petite frame.” One thing is for sure, Stadnik did not run for ASGRCC student body
Ukraine, ~ Stadnik | president just to win, or for the title. For her “it’s not people working for me, it is me working for the people to help

is the middle child »
_ ina tanuily of e, ‘make their Green River experience an experience to remember.
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ASGRCC President ter, Zory Stadnik. At Stadnik believes she was made just the way she is. She  Starbucks. Needless to say, she is an avid fan of coffee.
2007-2008 . first glance Stadnik claims that her self esteem was pretty low in high school “My favorite coffee? Latin American,” Stadnik laughs.
looks like a regular despite being involved in student body government. “It As you can see, Snezhana Stadnik is very down to

teen, not much into her surroundings. But if you take the was mainly a popularity contest in high school. I have now earth. President or not, she is an extremely friendly per-
initiative to sit down and chat with her, you realize how come to realize that I am who I am and if others have prob-  son. So next time you see her around campus, don’t be

deceiving looks can be. In reality, Stadnik is very amiable. lems with it then they’ll just have to deal with it.” afraid to give her a smile, for she will definitely return a
She is highly sociable and spontaneous, while at the same Everyone has an area of comfort where we go when we smile to you. Just don’t be surprised if she comes up to
time ambitious and “always ready for the future”. This need to unwind from our everyday hassles. Just like the talk to you!

gives her a good rapport with her peers, rest of us, Stadnik has her personal comfort zone, Star-

In her free time, Stadnik likes to play volleyball, and bucks. She likes it for two reasons: because she works Phote Courtesy of “Vote Snezhana” on MySpace
she used to play volleyball in high school. Aside from vol- there, and because she likes the relaxing atmosphere of
leyball, Stadnik is also an
active participant in her
church, a place of worship
where many Ukrainians
frequent. “It is one place
where I keep in touch S ciii nn e - SRET O
“”l[h m}" hf.'l'i[ilgﬂ.“ Shc‘ . P : iy i . “. o ; ) “ e < Caa N i e - : N . - . ¥ e §5$9»§ . .
says. There she is a wor- ' L - . ‘
ship leader in charge of a
group of girls, perhaps one
place where her leadership
skills have been enhanced.
She also plays the piano at
church and has been play-
ing for years, even playing
by ear.

However, Stadmk is
probably most smitten by
snowboarding, despite
only starting a mere two
years ago. “In winter, |
snowboarded almost ev-
eryday! That’s how much
[ love snowboarding,” she
exclaimed enthusiasti-
cally.

N Once thing Stadnik
believes not many people® §
know about her is that she |
is someone who thinks a

lot and analyzes every- . s
; : s
thing she has to deal with. Nt E = gi&ﬁ
“I'm also someone who g WS S L
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hides my emotions a lot, 5 na e e R o
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L The new Student Center was approved overwhelmingly.

Newly expanded satire
section, featuring more
advice from that guy

Page 4

Student exhibitions at the | iPods and
Holman Library’s Art Gallery | Cheating

Page 10 Page 6




/

Staff

?
Section Editors

Cameron Neblett
Satire Editor

Jeff Price

Opinions Editor
Julian Martin
Entertainment Editor
Kyle Riger
Sports Editor
Rachael Strom
Features Editor

Taylor Gillan

News Editor

Amanda Argyle
Andreas Hill
Bimla Thapa

Cameron Neblett
Greg Washington
Janae Fueston
Kelly Brons
Matt Cannon
Paige McDaniel
Prasan Gurung
Raj Gurung
Tess Pinkney

Alex Fowler

Editor-in-Chief

Contact
The Current

Newsroom
%2375

Advertising
Nicole Swapp
x2376

Email
thecurrent@greentiver.edu

John Knowiton
Newspaper Adviser
x4201

Green River Community College
(253)833-9111

Printed by
King County Journal Newspapers

wCURRENT

Friday | May 25, 2007

Debate continues with diversity, political correctness

The Current responds to Council Meeting

Cameron Neblitt
Satire Editor

In a recent meeting for the
President’s Commission on
Diversity here at Green River,
The Current took fire for its
unabashed support of racism.
Looking out upon a sea of Cau-
casian participants, lightly inter-
spersed with what little ethnicity
could be scrounged up amongst
faculty and staff, The Current
editor defended the paper’s
position. *“Our mission is not to
offend.” he said, but added that
he does “have a responsibility to
make the community think.”

The Current staff members
present at the meeting, a racially
homogenous group consisting of
an Afro-Cuban-Caucasian-Asian
monoculture, foolhardily took to
the defense of the embattled pa-
per. Unfortunately, their every
word was laced with racist over-
tones, leaving the audience un-
moved by their message of hate.
Once it was firmly established
that the image of a Klansman
was a topic of contention, Julian
Martin, Entertainment Editor for
The Current, asked if it would be
acceptable to print such an image
in any context. His warped vision
of the world was sharply rebuked
by the Black Student Union with
the obvious response of “No.”

The BSU also criticized the
paper for its poor awareness of
its audience. After conducting an
informal survey, it presented its
findings that too many students
at Green River are uninformed
about racial insensitivity. After
finding that too many students
were unaware of how obviously
offensive the image is, they spent

hours explaining the appropri-
ate viewpoint to students. It is
regrettable that The Current is
unaware that its readers are too
unintelligent to make their own
decisions about the image. An
apology should be forthcom-
ing once the BSU force-feeds
the correct opinion to the paper.

Political correctness, the sub-
ject of the image in question,
was briefly touched upon at the
beginning of the meeting. Lam-
pooned by the commission over
The Current’s position that po-
litical correctness is farcical and
gone too far, one commission
member pressed that it has not
gone far enough. After voicing
obligatory support for freedom
of the press, the commission con-
tinued its press for censorship of
offensive terminology and imag-
ery. Realizing that all usage of
the “n-word” is unacceptable (we
won’t make that mistake again!)
and images of offensive subjects
such as Klansmen are also in-
appropriate in any context, the
paper plans to provide a list of
words that it will no longer print.
“Irony” is expected to top the list.

Although in the end, the com-
mission succeeded in its goal of
patting itself on the back for a
“commitment to diversity,” the
accomplishments of the evening
were clear. The two groups at the
crux of the matter, the Black Stu-
dent Union and The Current, were
more polarized than at the start.
The commission promoted itself
as an effective tool for support-
ing diversity — an overwhelming
problem at a school with 36% stu-
dents of color located in a city with
only 17.2% people of color — and
successfully rebuked the radical
viewpoints of The Current staff.

President’s Commission responds

3 Dear Editor,

Thank you for the opportunity
to share our perspectives of the
forum conducted during the last
scheduled President’s Commis-
sion on Diversity. There were
definitely some tense moments
at the forum; however, things
needed to be said in order to gain
understanding of the issue. Peo-
ple’s positions were expressed
and strong opinions aired in a
venue that provided openness
and safety for those who chose to
participate. For some, it appeared
uncomfortable as individuals
striiggled to not further offend.
This reflects well to the coura-
geous attempts by students and
staff who spoke at the meeting.

In our opinion the forum
did not result in Commission
members patting themselves
on the back; quite the contrary.
The members listened and
responded respectfully. The
Commission felt that this was
important enough to cancel its
regular Commission meeting and
tackle this issue head-on. Every

Commission member was in
attendance including our College
President and Vice President.
The work of the Commission
is far from being done. We will
remain committed to a culture
of diversity that is reflective
of the community we serve.
We will provide open forums
when necessary in an attempt to
help students, faculty, and staff
dialogue in an environment that
is safe enough to discuss some
of these tough issues. It is our
hope that instead of pointing
fingers®and accusing others of
being racist, we instead work to
educate so that we learn from
these experiences. And isn’t that
why students choose to attend
college?

Sincerely.

Diana Holz
Co-Chair — Faculty

Jorge Ramirez
Co-Chair — Executive Dean of
Student Services

Itis our hope that instead of point-
ing fingers and accusing others of
being racist, we instead work to
educate so that we learn from these

experiences.

Political Correctness At The Heart of Diversity Debate

Thomas Chmura
Guest Reporter

Political correctness has
struck once again! This time it
was in response to this cartoon
above. It came in the form of a
bunch of overzealous group of
kids waving the racist card at the
newspaper.

This entire incident which
was blown out of proportion,
made me laugh hysterically be-
cause they only proved my point
in my previous article about how
political correctness has limited
our right to free speech. The 1st
amendment states that “Congress
shall make no law abridging
the freedom of speech, or of
the press....” So what was their
problem I wonder?

They didn’t want us to write
nigger, and then they said it
was the sheer presence of “the
word” that offended them and
we shouldn’t do it again. Well
this group of passionate gram-
mar-Nazis has quite the task in
front of them as they would need
to silence the school districts
from restricting required read-
ing books such as Tom Sawyer
& Huckleberry Finn and other
books that have mentioned that
word as well as numerous rap
songs. Now, these artists and au-
thors never were persecuted like
The Current was recently.

Granted Mark Twain is not

only dead but was in a time pe-
riod where political correctness
hadn’t plagued the United States
yet. So these rappers can’t be
persecuted for use of that word
because it is freedom of speech
and expression. Though how-
ever, there are a few things that
are not covered in the freedom of
speech such as defamation, con-
tent-based, “fighting words™ or
obscenity. None of which can be
held against us because not only
did Alex, an African-American,
for those groups who use race to
base your decisions to point the
blame, write the cartoon but the
even more hilarious item is this
group that is upset is persecuting
a team that is itself a multicul-
tural group for friends.

For many of us, racial coloer
is blind in our eyes yet it always
seems to be present in those who
do not want to forgive and cling
onto it. Guess what, it is those
very people who don’t move
on and call and yell RACISM!
Every time something comes up,
no matter how small, they are the
ones to blame for keeping racism
alive and strangling the very
society they live in. People seem
to believe that racism is strictly
against African Americans.
These group of people need to
get over themselves. Throughout
history, EVERY race has been
discriminated against one way or
another and to hold grudges and
make one race pay for the other’s
mistreatment, will only continue
racism and keep dragging it

_along into the 21st century. I, for

one, am tired of this and wish
these groups of whistle blow-
ers, grammar Nazis, and racist
accusers drop the subject and
find other means-of attempting to
“save society” from our horrible
problem.

I have friends of nearly every
race, sex and religion but I can
guarantee you this same group
who went after The Current for
simply posting this article will
come and once again accuse me-
of being a racist not because I am
one, but because of what I am
writing. What is shown in that ar-
ticle is not politically correct and
that this group of individuals has

no argument other than the fact
of further proving my point that
political correctness is strangling
this nation and its youth. They
have no other means of telling
me to stop it or saying that I am
bad other than using defamation,
which is against the freedom of
speech, and calling The Current
staff, the cartoonist, and myself
all racist for what was meant to
show that even though you twist
the words of a subject, no matter
how you put it, the true colors
show through. So what is the
point of choking the American
public with this garbage of politi-
cal correctness?
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Disclaimer:"We reprinted the comic simply for a reference point. There was no intent to “push harder” with this subject. This is an offensive message of hate. The Current does not
condone, support, believe in, or hold any positive view of this comic. Please view with an open mind. - The Current Editorial Staff

Abstinence Only Sex Education Misleads and Misuses Taxpayers

Ryan Ggudinier

The Government has been
leading American children down
a dangerous path of ignorance
with biased programs aimed
at keeping children sexually
abstinent until marriage. These
programs need to be disbanded
and replaced with responsible,
medically accurate and unbiased
sexual education programs.

The programs are an inef-
ficient excuse to teach and
indoctrinate the public with the
religious values of the Christian
Right while using tax dollars to
do it. It is not the Government’s
job to be forcing their own Chris-
tian morals down the rest of our
throats. Abstinence only educa-
tion is also incredibly dangerous
because it takes the focus away
from protection and safe sex and
focuses on trying to stop kids
from having sex entirely, an im-
possible and pointless goal.

Abstinence only programs put
such a premium on abstinence
that they fail to properly educate
students about potentially life-
changing and life saving infor-
mation about proper birth control
use, the need for STD tests,
and information about where
to obtain said birth control and
be medically tested for diseases
such as HIV and other STDs.

Well guess what; shockingly
the programs don’t even work. A
congressional study was recently
released that showed no differ-
ence in sexual activity between
students who were enrolled in
abstinent only education and
those not enrolled in the pro-
gram. 54 percent of students
enrolled in these classes were
abstinent in the next 12 months,
while students who took other
forms of sexual education were
abstinent 55 percent of the time.
In other words, students who
were not in
the abstinence
classes were
just a tad more
likely to be
abstinent.

Kids like
having sex. And
who can blame
them? Explor-
ing sexually and
coming to terms
with a sexual
identity is all
part of growing
up, no matter
what the Church
might have to
say about it.

A person’s sexuality is a fun-
damental and important part of
a person’s charcter. So it’s not
surprising in the least that these
programs are ineffective.

So not only are we as Ameri-
can taxpayers wasting $187 mil-
lion dollars a year on a corrupt
and pointless educational system,
we are wasting $187 million

dollars a year on a corrupt and
pointless educational system
that doesn’t even accomplish its
stated mission. As a taxpayer, |
can’t help feeling used.

There are additional prob-
lems with abstinence only
education. For a program to be
legally defined as abstinent only
it must; teach abstinence from
sexual activity outside marriage
as the expected standard for all
school-age children, teach that a
mutually faithful monogamous
relationship in the context of

released last year showed that
over 94 percent of all Americans
engage in sexual activity before
marriage. The other six percent
make up a small minority, not a
standard.-

Also, the idea that a faith-
ful monogamous relationship
in the context of marriage is the
expect standard of sexual activ-
ity is fading into the past. More
and more adults are choosing
to stay unmarried or are choos-
ing alternative relationships and
alternative sex lives. Also, this

Abstinence only programs put such a pre-
mium on abstinence that they fail to prop-
erly educate students about potentially
life-changing and life saving information
about proper birth control use and infor-
mation to obtain said birth control.

marriage is the expected standard
of sexual activity, and teach that
sexual activity outside of the
context of marriage is likely to
have harmful psychological and
physical effects.

Of course, this is all pure
horseshit. First, sexual absti-
nence is not the standard for all
school-age children. A report

definition of marriage fails to in-
corporate an entire sector of the
population, the gay and lesbian
community, as it is still illegal
for homosexual couples to get
married in most states. It is not
the GBLT community’s fault that
society so heavily discriminates
against them and doesn’t allow
them to be incarporated into this

traditional ideal of marriage.

So abstinence only education
is misguided, biased. incorrect
and doesn’t even work. What is
our administration’s response,
well of course it 18 to spend more
money on these programs. White
house officials have determined
that the lesson to be learned from
the congressional study is that
the abstinence message should be
reinforced in the coming years,
in other words, more money
spent on the programs,

This kind of reasoning is the

most backwards response

possible to the situation. The
government is unmoved by
scientific data and reason-

ing, they are going to keep

on demanding that everyone

waits to have sex just like they

did. They are going to keep

on putting millions of dollars

into these programs based on
just the hope that maybe this
program will keep just one

Senator’s daughter’s vagina

untouched.

And it’s not like our Gov-
ernment doesn’t have better
ways to spend this money.
Instead of a crusade against
sexual activity, this money

could be spent on giving our
soldiers who are coming back
from Iraq adequate medical and
psychological treatment, home-
less shelters, or community
outreach programs.

Our government has much
better things to worry about than
horny teenagers.
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ASK THIS GUY!

Need advice? This quy’s got it!

Advice Column By: The Staff Eccentric

“I have a serious problem attracting good guys.
[ always seem to find guys that turn into stalkers,
date other girls, or who lie all the time. How do |
find a good guy?” — PinkLady

Ah yes, good guys are hard to find. 1 hear this all
the time. To my face. What, like I'm not good enough
for any of you?! I'm not a good guy? 1 write an advice
column! If that’s not giving back and being sensitive, |

don't know what is! But nooo...that’s not good enough.
I have to give up alcoholism, deceit, mildly obsessjve fa-
naticism, (its NOT stalking, despite what the restraining
order says) and my polyamorous beliefs.

I'll tell you how to find a good guy. Get a gay friend.
He won' stalk you, he definitely won't date girls, and the
only time he'll lie is when you ask him if you look fat in
those jeans. He probably won' even lie then, he'l just
say “Girl" shake his head, and then you'll know the an-
swer. He'll probably go shopping with you too.

“Dear This Guy,

I'm constantly being told to brush my teeth or
use breathmints, but I don’t think that these su-
perficial elements of culture should be applied
to me. How do I explain my beliefs of not using
products to change my image? People just don't
seem to understand.” — TrendHater

[ never realized how much my dentist must have

| brushed off on me. All that time spent in the chair and

now everyone looks to me for oral hygiene advice.

First off, I recommend discussing this upwind of
whomever you'e talking to. Sometimes little elements
of your image get lodged in your teeth and produce a
scent that people talking to you may find unappealing.
Particularly if you have a strong image and have been
non-conforming for a while.

Second, explain to them the harm that these prod-
ucts cause. Toothpaste can kill you. The tubes tell you
not to let kids brush their teeth unsupervised because
if they swallow it, they'll die. Breathmints are just plain
evil. And remember, gingivitis is a scare tactic conjured
up by the American Dental Association to keep dentists
in business. If people disagree with you on any of these
points, move downwind.

Finally, show them the benefits of retaining your in-

dividuality and bucking fashion and trends. The really
cool kids didn't become cool by being like everybody
else. They became cool by being different and waiting
for someone like them to become cool. Then they be-
come trendsetters.

“What should you do if you wish to rule the
world?” — Megalomaniac
['ve been studying this topic for years. In fact, I've
written a book about it, outlining an eight-step pro-
gram to world domination. (Step 1: Write a book and
sell enough copies to finance your operation) For only
$29.95 you too can find the secrets to taking over the
world. _
“How come you have to turn the bag of popcorn
“This Side Up’ in the microwave?” — [ustriction-
Reader

If your popcorn bag is upside down, your popcorn
will pop inside out. Since popcorn is inside out corn
kernels, inside out popcorn is just corn kernels. So if
you don't turn your popcorn “This Side Up” you'll end
up with just corn kernels. That's not very tasty.

“I met this lady in class and asked her out. We
had a great time. The problem is my daughter is
upset because my girlfriend is closer to her age
than mine. What should I do?” — Nown-Traditional
Student

Look at it this way: all daughters are dependent and
needy. Some girlfriends are dependent and needy. All
daughters will take your money. Most girlfriends will
take your money. Your odds are better with the girl-
friend.

Geeks Banned at Green Rlver

Last week, the Associated Students of
Green River Community College (AS-
GRCC) passed a resolution banning geeks
and geek activity on campus. Opponents of
the measure were expected to overwhelm
the meeting, however no opposition was
presented and the bill passed unanimously.
Critics have attributed the lack of opposi-
tion to the surprise showing of Star Wars in
the room across from the senate chamber.

“l was going to the senate meeting to
complain, but then I heard the opening
theme [to. Star Wars.] 1 tumed and saw
that the movie was just beginning, so [ sat
down to watch. I didn’t think there would
be a problem because I was sure someone
else would complain at the meeting,” said
Norbert Milhouse, 19, who prefers to go by
the nickname “Yoda.”

Unfortunately for Milhouse, the room
showing the film became packed as all the
other opponents to the resolution joined
him. Lured by the surprise showing of the
film, all the students opposed to the measure
chose to watch the film rather than present
their case to the student senate. None of
them were aware of the danger facing them
until the ASGRCC Chief Justice came in
and enforced the new rule.

“She just came in and turned it off.
Right as Obi-Wan was saving Luke from
the Sandpeople. And then she had the
nerve to kick us out. It was really uncool,”
recounted Milhouse, a self-proclaimed Star
Wars fanboy.

*“I have to enforce the rules,” said Chel-
sea Fletcher, ASGRCC Chief Justice.
“Once geeks were banned, that was it. Ob-
viously we couldn’t let them just sit around
and watch Star Wars in the LSC. That’s
a blatant violation of the new code, which
specifically bans Star Wars-related activ-
ity.”

The new rule also bans Star Trek, Dun-
geons & Dragons, and Lord of the Rings.
Anime was originally proposed for the ban,
but after complaints lodged by several in-
ternational students that section of the bill
was removed in committee.
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These guys are no longer allowed on campus.

In order to enforce the rule, Fletcher an-
nounced the formation of two groups em-
powered to break up and punish violators.
The first group, the Resource for Repres-
sion of Dungeons and Dragons (R2D2), is
specifically tasked with disbanding role-
playing games and other group-oriented
gatherings of geeks on campus.

R2D2 is assisted by the Coolness on
Campus Community Policing Organiza-

tion (C3PO), which is tasked with punish-
ing individual students for geeky behav-
ior. Together they form the backbone of
Fletcher’s Design for Antisocial Reform
and Teaching of Healthy Values About De-
veloping Educational Relevance (DARTH-
VADER) plan.

Many geeks have criticized Fletch-
er’s DARTHVADER plan, but she
stands firm in her convictions. “The AS-

GRCC has voted. It is only a small com-
munity that is complaining, and once they
see into the shadows of my plan — the dark
side, if you will — they will surely come
around. It will be better for us all.”

For now, geeks on campus have gone
into hiding. *“No more lightsaber battles in
the commons,” laments Milhouse. “Sadly,
The Force is no longer with us.”
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‘Community Panics as Campus Cults Rise

Freedom of religion is an important
part of American life. The right is secured
to Americans in the First Amendment, and
is considered to be one of the most im-
portant assurances granted to the Ameri-
can people. However, some dangerous
people masquerading under the pretense
of religion have been coercing members
of the campus community to dark and
twisted activities. These new cults are
threatening peace at Green River, as their
leaders prepare to wage war against the
school.

Calling themselves Novus Ordo Sciuri,
they are aggressively recruiting members
to fill the ranks of their anti-college army.
The NOS has dispersed pamphlets around
the school, denouncing the college and
inciting inductees to “help overthrow the
institution that has oppressed so many of
our youths.” Enticing converts with “free
refreshments and live entertainment,”
many fall victim to the swift brainwash-
ing session that occurs at every new re-
cruit meeting.

The Current sent a reporter to inves-
tigate the meetings, but the reporter was
barred from entering. After confronting
the guard about being unfairly rejected,
the bouncer replied: “It’s Novus Ordo
Sciuri. New Squirrel Order. No humans
allowed.” The well-trained guard also did
not fall for the ploy of throwing food in
the opposite direction.

The group is very secretive and the
leaders are notoriously reclusive. Hiding
amongst their extensive network of tree
and brush safe houses, the leadership has
so far eluded discovery. New converts are
trained to react negatively to human ap-
proaches and repeatedly refused to com-
ment on the organization or their beliefs.

- Mr. X¢ a prominent squirrel commu-
nity leader who retains anonymity to pro-
tect himself from reprisal, was the only
source willing to comment on the orga-
nization. “They've fractured the commu-
nity. Not long ago, everyone worshipped
the Almighty Nut, and although people
approached him differently everyone was

able to get along. Now this Holy Leader
impostor has come along, and filled the
youths with this violent propaganda.
Now we've gdt squirrel-on-squirrel
crime, and lost sight of the true goal.”

When asked about the situation,
campus security officials were dismis-
sive. “First, you asked about squirrels
and parking and we looked into it. Then
you came in here blabbing about squirrel
gangs. We looked into that too. Now,
squirrel cults? Seriously?” John the Se-
curity Guy stated before promptly eject-
ing our reporters from his office.

Though the squirrel community re-
mains divided over the issue, it is clear
that changes will have to be made by
the squirrels themselves. Religion is an
important part of fife in any society, but
a twisted ideology can destroy an entire
community. Hopefully the squirrels will
be able to find a resolution to this crisis
before the battle spills over to the campus
as a whole.

At right: A photo of the Holy Leader of Novus Ordo Sciuri

Courtesy of Sugar Bush Squirrel

Random Panic Announcement!!
Run While You Still Can!!

TOTAL CRISIS

s
PANIC BUTTON

START RUNNING

Danger is
Imminent

DON'T THINK

Stay Fearful
And Alert

OBEY ORDERS
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The New Wave of Cheating:
IPods

By Kristin Hart
Guest Reporter

A student sits in class
and anticipates how hard the
history test is going to be. The
teacher says all cell phones need
to be turned off and put away
-- not thinking that the students
have come up with another form
of cheating,

As the teacher passes
out the exams the student takes
out her iPod and tumns it to a

Photo Courtesy
http://topicpoint.com

song called “The Revolutionary
War” by School House Rock
and starts to take the exam. The
teacher returns to his desk and
does not think anything of it.
Now teachers have had
to step it up as students have
come up with other ways to cheat
-- such as using electronics like
iPods. Students are now put-
ting the answers to tests on the
iPods along with voicesactivated
answers. Administrators have
now targeted iPods as cheating
devices. [Pods have been getting
so advanced in their size and
technology it is no surprise that
students have started to use them

to cheat in the classroom.
“Electronic cheating can be so
discreetly done that no one be-
sides the perpetrators knows it’s
happening,” says Nola Wilson,
vice principal at Auburn River-
side High School. “Therefore,
it’s hard to catch them.”

Ryan Gontz, a second
year student at Green River
Community College, said cheat-
ing with iPods has not been a big
deal in his classes.

“In all of my classes here at
Green River I've never seen a
student cheat on a test by using
their iPods,” says Gontz. “It has
never been a big deal. Plus dur-
ing our tests teachers are paying

® close attention to you, anyway.

But some local high
school teachers are now pro-
hibiting the use of iPods in the

- classroom during tests. Instead,

the portable music players
need to be stored in front of
the classroom or in the lockers.
Teachers have realized that the
students have been using the
iPods to get test answers that
they have previously recorded
Casey Wilson, a former senior
at Auburn Riverside, said that
cheating with 1Pods was easy
and quick to do.

“I never used the iPods

= = in class to cheat but my friends

always told me how easy it
was,” said Wilson. “They
would hide them under their
clothing and thread the earpiece
up your sleeve. The teachers
don’t pay that close attention so
it is easy to get away with.”
Students have been known to
record the test answers on their

iPods the night before and then
listen to them during the'test.
With the different programs out
there students can download text
into their iPods then read the
answers right off the screen.

“All you have to do is
wear a long-sleeve shirt, thread
the line under your clothes then
act like you are resting your head
on your hand and you can hear
the answers,” said Ashley Miles,
a junfor at Auburn Riverside
High School.

“My friends have re-
corded their own voices onto the
iPod such as terms for a biology
test then just played it back dur-
ing a test,” Miles says. “How-
ever, for those of us who do not
cheat in the classroom we all
have to pay the price. [ would lis-
ten to music after a test to relax
but since people have cheated we
are all being punished.”
According to King 5 News,
schools in the Seattle area have
started to ban the uses of iPods
during class, but they noted the
problems even extends be-
yond the borders of the U.S. to
Canada.

Students are always
going to come up with ways to
cheat in the classroom. First it
was cell phones, students taking
pietures of the test then sending
them to their friends.

Now it has advanced
to iPods and playing back test
material, As long as technology
advances there will always be
students coming up with differ-
ent ideas on how to use them as
“study guides” in the classroom.

The Security Blotter

Qum&w;

EC - Emergency
Contraception can prevent
pregnancy if started within

It’s safe and effective,
but the sooner you take
it, the better. Is it in your
medicine cabinet?

of Western Washington

visa &

Ask if you qualify for FREE Services,

five days of unprotected sex.

@ Planned Parenthood

www.ppww.org | 1.800.230.PLAN

we'll bill most major insurance companies.
Planned Parenthood® ks a soalcia) not-lor-prafit orgs
© 2007 Planned Parenthood® of Western Washington.

By Mariel Gothmann
Staft Reporter

April 12 - A theft was
reported. The victim
explained that her wallet
was removed from her
purse most likely between
12:00-1:00. She was
made aware that her
wallet was missing at
3:15 when her husband
called and informed her
that money was being
taken from their account.

April 16 - Theft was
reported. A data projector
was stolen from a pile of
surplus equipment outside
the media room door.

April 18 “During a mobile
patrol of C & D parking

lots, officers observed a car pass them in route to the G-
lot. When the vehicle came to a stop they made contact.
The vehicle was on their wheel lock list, and officers
could smell marijuana. Students admitted to smoking

marijuana earlier that day before arriving to camﬁus. The

director of security informed both students that t

ey were

on a 5 day summary suspension.

A student was assaulted outside of the student housing.
The victim was accosted by 4 males, 1 black, 1 white and
2 unknown. The victim dropped his groceries and fled
towards housing. Unable to outdistance his pursuers the
victim turned to fight but received blows to the right eye
and knee. The victim was able to escape, taking refuge in
his apartment. The victim did not wish to contact police
or emergency medical services.

When an officer was attempting to clear a party at student
housing, most students complied with request except 1
Asian male. While the RA was explaining to the resident
why he could not have parties that late and loud, an
intoxicated student kept trying to re-enter the residence
after being told to go home and stay home. While the
officer cleared all students from the K-parking lot the

same Asian student came up to him an

oked him in the

chest and asked “what are you doin%' ’?d fficer told the
e do

student not to touch him and that if

es not go back

to his friends that he was going to call the police. His
friends took him inside and later the officer had to return
when a call was made due to the student. Police were
called and later the student apologized for his behavior.

A student reported that his vehicle had been hit while
he was in class. There was damage to the passenger
side of the rear bumper. It was dented and the paint was
scratched off about a 12 inch area.

Friday | May 25, 2007

Upcoming
vents

Spring Fest Hip Hop Day
May 23
12-1 pm

Spring Fest Featuring
¢ Raining Jane
May 24
12- 1 pm

Night to Shine Talent
Contest
May 25
. 6:30 pm
Students show off their talent

Shop Till You Drop in
Portland, Oregon

7:45 am - 9 pm
Sign up in student programs. $10
breakfast & snack included

Memorial Day
May 28
Campus closed

Annual Culture Fair
May 30
12-2 pm
LSC Commons

Comedy of Errors
June 1 -2; June 8-9
7:30 pm
Performing Arts Center. Presented
by Theatre Extempore $8 admission
$6 seniors

River Rafting
June 2
10:30 am
rafting on the Wenatchee river
$40 students, $55 non- students

[

TRIO Year End Celebration

June 8
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

International Movie Night: “The
Way Home”

June 8
5:30 pm - 8:30
Pizza & a movie. Slgn up in
Student Programs. $1 students $3
non-students

Study Day- No Classes

June 12

Last Day of Spring Quarter

June 15

Commencement
June 15
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THE MANY FACES OF H H PSYCHOLOGY

A multi-faceted curriculum that combines:
mind - body - behavior - spirit - nature

Study for an inspired career at Bastyr University.

BASTYR Changing e ce

O SRS Y _degree.BastyrUniversity.org of Health Education

Reach high

at UW TACOMA

Travel Fellowship to explore the world for a year.

Explore what UW Tacoma can offer you.

Applications are being accepted now for Autumn 2007.

UNIYERSITY OIF

Il WASHINGTON

TACOMA

tacoma.washington.edu/admissions

(253) 692-4742

The University of Washington Tacoma congratulates Arabie Jaloway—
2006 Pierce College graduate and student in UW Tacoma’s Global Honors
and Environmental Science programs—on receiving a $20,000 UW Bonderman

Need to pay for coIIege We can elp!

When scholarships and grants aren't enough
to fund your dreams of higher education,

Call Student Assistance
Foundation’s toll-free number,
(800) 504-7324, to talk to
one of our knowledgeable loan

nonprofit lender Student Assistance
Foundation can bridge the gap.
education counselors about our
exceptional borrower benefits
and for clear, honest advice.

Fill out and submit the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.
ed.gov. Then, if your goals are still out of

reach, let us help! STUDENT

\) ASSISTANCE
We offer a wide array of products, including FOUNDATION
Stafford and PLUS (for parents) loans, to give Qﬂb‘y M ydm’ Smw

you the boost you need to take your future to
he next level.

Nonprofit Student Loan Lender and Servicer
www.safservices.org * (800) 504-7324

THE FACE OF THINGS. T0O

experts.

Become one.

Study at the only school in the U.S. that offers
a Bachelor of Science in Herbal Sciences.

Changing the face
UNIVERSITY degree.BastyrUniversity.org of Health Education
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New villians, captivating characters, and spellbinding special effects
will leave you wrapped up in Spider-Man 3

Photo Couartesy of Yahoo! Movies

Spider-Man, (Tobey Maguire), battles one of the film's many villian's: the tragic Sandman (Thomas Haden Church).

Gregory Washington
Staff Reporter

Spider-Man 3 begins by pick-
ing up were it left off in the first
sequel, college student Peter
Parker finally reveals his alter ego
of Spider-Man and confesses his
love to friend and soul mate Mary
Jane Watson (Kirsten Dunst).

Their companionship as a
couple is very short-lived due
to a series of events that arnise in
Peter’s life. Harry Osborn (James
Franco), best friend from high
school soon becomes Peter’s en-
emy, merely due to the death of
his father the Green Goblin.

Out to avenge his fathers’
death Harry attacks Peter, Spider
Man, in his fathers Green Goblin
ensemble in a high action fight
that leaves Harry injured and with
short-term memory loss.

Harry and Peter soon become
best friends again, yet Peter still
fears the time in which Harry’s
tortured past will return to him,
Meanwhile MJ faces the disap-
pointment of being fired from one

of the lead roles in a Broadway
production and her new found
jealousy of her star struck boy-
friend Spider-Man becomes a
topic of discussion in their fading
relationship.

It wouldn’t be comic book
flick without the villains, and in
this case there are three that Spi-
der-Man faces in his quest to up-
hold justice in his hometown.

Flint Marko (Thomas Haden
Church) an escaped convict, who
wants nothing more than to be
able to financially save his sick
daughter’s life, finds himself in a
quick run in with the police which
steers him into a fenced off mo-
lecular field, where testing would
soon transform him into Sand-
man.

Topher Grace plays Eddie
Brock, an aspiring photographer
who pleads with chiefeditor of the
Daily Bugle Jonah Jameson (J.K.
Simmons) to give him a job after
he lands photos of Spider Man at
work. Brock soon becomes arch
nemesis Venom, after Spider Man
sheds his alien-like matter in the
bell tower and also revealing his

identity to his newfound enemy.

If you all have been thinking
that the plot seems to be quite
complex, the answer is yes. Nev-
ertheless, the over packed sto-
ryline seems to intertwine all of
the major story lines, developing
them while never losing sight of
the overall story and the charac-
ters within.

The movie brings forth many
mesmerizing special effects and
action packed scenes that are
sure to leave viewers on the edge
of their seats. The only aspect of
the movie that is left is that of
Peter, Mary Jane, and Harry who
are all, in this case, trying to find
themselves and the roles they are
meant to play in society.

Yet behind all of this high fly-
ing, action packed fighting of vil-
lains, there still lies the romance
between MJ and Peter, which
over three movies has grown into
something beautiful and unfath-
omable, leaving the audience with
the feeling of love and happiness
as Peter and Mary Jane rekindle
their love for each other looking
off into the sunset. =

GRCC hosts Hip-hop forum discussing the role of
rap in the media and 1ts affect on society

Ryan Gaudinier
7

Rap music and the hip-hop cul-
ture has been both the forefront
of the civil rights movement, the
fight for ‘decency’ in entertain-
ment, and the culture war.

Common Market’s RA Scion
and the founder of Obese Produc-
tions, Meli Darby were at GRCC
on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 to talk
about hip-hop, the media, and the
fight for social change. The panel
was sponsored by Jennifer Wha-
tham, teacher of the hip-hop fun-
damentals class here at GRCC.

Common Market is a Seattle
based rap group signed to Mass
Line Media, a locally ran rap label
focusing on youth outreach and
community building through the
power of music. Popular Seattle
acts, Blue Scholars and Gabriel

Teodros are also on the label.

Much of the discussion fo-
cused on the role hip-hop culture
has played in society and the role
it will continue to play. RA claims
rap music has had a tremendous
social impact.

“Rap music has had a greater
effect on society than Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. or the entire civil
rights movement,” claimed RA.
“There are rappers appearing on
Oprah.‘l‘)

While many would cringe at
the first quote and dismiss it as
over the top, rap music’s influence
has crossed cultural boundries
and has influenced people from
all socioeconomic backgrounds.
Hip hop’s reach has reached all
continents and continues to grow.

Rappers with violent and mi-
sogynistic lyrics were a main
point of contention in the forum.

The role of the rap music in the
community was questioned by
a member of the audience who
asked RA what he thought of the
lyrical content in more ‘main-
stream’ rap music by artists such
as 50 Cent and G-Unit.

RA replied by saying while he
doesn’t condone the use of such
negative and potentially harmful
lyrical content, there is potential
value in the popularity of such
artists. Everyone knows of 50 and
everyone has listened to his mu-
sic. People are forced to hear of
the dangerous conditions of cer-
tain impoverished communities,
and people in turn might be more
apt to build community in order
to turn these conditions around.

Another major area of discus-
sion was the role of the media in
the movement of social change.
RA spoke of needing to build ‘our

own media’, which gives a posi-
tive world outlook and stresses
the need for progressive attitudes
and change.

He also stressed that the com-
munity around him does not
have the necessary tools to fight
the media corporations and that
we can not waste efforts or re-
sources throwing bricks at a tank
(a metaphor for the major media
corporations such as Viacom,
Clear Channel and Fox.) Instead
of wasting our efforts by throw-
ing those bricks, we need to use
those bricks to build something
new entirely.

The forum also featured the
two speakers telling anecdotal
stories and explaining how they
became involved in the hip-hop
culture.

Darby admits she came into
the culture by accident and out

of necessity. She began her ca-
reer in hip-hop by protesting and
speaking against the Teen Dance
Ordinance in the 90s. The Dance
Ordinance made it difficult for
organizers in Seattle to hold legal
events or concerts to an underage
crowd. From there she met mem-
bers of SHOW (Student Hip Hop
Organization of Washington) and
has been involved in rap music
ever since.

RA has traveled all over the
world and was enrolled in college
in Kentucky before moving to the
Northwest where his career has
really shot off. In 2005 he com-
bined with DJ Sabzi to start Com-
mon Market.,

The forum touched on many
different subjects and succeeded
in it’s mission in opening dialog
at Green River about rap music,
the media and societal change.
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28 Weeks Later disappoints with confusi

and laughable plot holes

Julian Martin
Entertainment Editor

Spanish film director Juan Car-
los Fresnadillo could have risen
to the challenge of topping what
may have been the best science
fiction/horror movie of 2002. In-
stead. the sequel to Danny Boyle's
“28 Days Later” narrowly misses
being able to recreate all of the
terrifyingly entertaining elements
that made the first film so enjoy-
able.

Boyle’s film told the tale of
several survivors in an apocalyp-
tic England 28 days after the ma-
‘jority of the country’s population
had become brutally infected by
the “rage™ virus; an infection iron-
ically created to reduce violent
‘tendencies, which overloads the
a person’s adrenaline, and causes
the individual to be overcome
by a homicidal and bloodthirsty
rage. What made the movie stand
out from being simply another
laughable Romero knock-off was
its ability to use all the seemingly
unending amounts of gore of any
typical zombie movie to create
a film that effectively melded
political commentary, suspense-
ful yet jarring action sequences,
developed characters, and jaw-
droppingly memorable scenes of
a London left devoid of civiliza-
tion.

“28 Weeks Later” begins with
an all-too-brief prologue which

Photo Courtesy of Yahoo! Movies

Robert Carlyle, as survivor Don Harris, narrowly escapes the infected in one of the film's openning scenes.

takes place during the height of
the infection, and opens with six
survivors of the outbreak attempt-
ing to hide from the infected. The
survivors’ isolated world comes
crashing down on them when
the house is found and swarmed
by seemingly hundreds of the
infected. The group is attacked
in an emotionally charged and
heart-pounding scene that stands

above the rest of the movie. The
prologue then follows the escape
of Don Harris, played by Robert
Carlyle; the lone survivor of the
attack, who manages to escape
only by leaving his wife, a deci-
sion which becomes a crucial plot
point and haunts him throughout
the film.

The film then jumps to an
England six months in the fu-

ture, where we find that the last
of the infected have died out from
starvation, and the US military is
attempting to repopulate and re-
build the country, starting in Lon-
don’s Isle of Dogs district. Harris
is soon reunited with his two chil-
dren who were outside the country
during the outbreak. After nearly
an hour of character development
and background information, the

Friday |
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ng direction

infection returns, causing the
military to issue their solution,
“Code Red”; the termination of
everyone in the country, infected
or otherwise. The last half an hour
of the film follows a small group
of survivors’, including the Har-
ris” children, and their attempt to
not only escape the infected, but
the devastation wrought from the
military as well.

Unfortunately Fresnadillo
frustratingly leaves the audience
to guess as to which direction he
wanted the film to take; either a
smart horror film filled with char-
acter development, or a fun and
campy zombie-like movie, full
of nonsensical and laughable plot
holes, and characters that die off
moments before the viewer has a
chance to feel connected to them.
For some reason, both are seem-
ingly attempted in the movie, cre-
ating a confusing combination.

The film is however, able to
embody some of the ideas that
made “28 Days Later” such a
success, with several terrifying
scenes and an attempt at political
allegory.

Sadly, the use of two opposing
ideas for a science/fiction/horror
film, combined with an imprac-
tical ending that seemed brought
about only to leave room for a se-
quel, leaves *“28 Weeks Later” to
seem at best, a mediocre copy.
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Smith Gallery |

Ryan Gaudinier

The student art gallery is open in the Holman Library here at Green River Commu-
nity College (GRCC.) The gallery features art pieces created by students on campus
in various art classes on campus,

This gallery is one of the largest draws of the art gallery each year because it fea-
tures students’ work in a variety of pieces in all different styles of art. The exhibit is
a tad more interesting than most because of the various forms of art and the personal
connection to GRCC.

The gallery features paintings, photographs, sculptures, and creations that can only
be referred to as modern art.

One more noticeable piece is a creation of a woman's bust called “Baby Machine.”
The piece and letter from the artist sends a feminine message to viewers.

Other impressive exhibits include a panel of artwork focusing on different faces
and an evil looking sculpture made out of autometive relics such as road turtles and
pedals.

But the most impressive artwork is the wide array of paintings. Paintings include
cool images of things such as octopuses and people screaming. Overall, the paintings
shine and stand out in an all around impressive exhibit.

The exhibit as a whole is a very impressive collection and while the pictures on
this page are all very impressive, the exhibit deserves a look.
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Softball Wraps
Up Season

Janae Fueston
Staff Reporter

Look out Green River community, the
Gators have finally won their first game of
the season. Not only was it their first win
this season but their first win in the last two
years,

Although the season has been passing the
girl’s fastpitch team rather fast they were
hoping to break their losing streak and get

. their first win of the last two seasons, and
they succeeded. With areeord like that this
year’s team was always pushing forward
to exceed the expectations. With their hard
work and determination they did just what
they set out to do, as they got their first win
against Centralia with the final score ending
at 11-3. Centralia managed to defeat the Ga-
tors earlier in the season 4-12, but this time
around it was the lady Gators turn to even
up the score.

What made the victory so sweet was how
the Gators haven’t tasted a victory since May
14, 2005. Though the victory was great for
the Gators in wasn't so pleasant for Centra-
lia's outfielder who mistakenly missed a line
drive hit by Maiko Iwaki. A freak acciden-
tal play hit the outfielder square in the head,
without their outfielder Centralia didn’t have
enough players to continue, which forced
umpires to call the game in favor of the Ga-
tors

Even though it ended in a rather sour
note the fact of the matter is that the GRCC
fastpitch team has finally broke their curse
and succeed in one of their goals. That days
game may have proved that for the lady Ga-
tors hard work and dedication pays off, and

ultimately pushes them much closer to ac-
complishing their goals. In this case they
reached possibly the most important goal in
putting their first win of the season on the
board

As far as the rest of the season is look-
ing the Gators hoped that the win on Friday
against Centralia, but ended up losing a
tough matches by the scores of 7-8 and 7-11.
The Gators finished off the season against
South Puget Sound taking two more unfor-
tunate losses, both with scores of 0-7.

Over the season it’s safe to say that the
Gators have progressed tremendously. Each
individual player has come a long way and
it has only made the team stronger. With a
sport like fastpitch everyone's effort and
strengths make a team. That also means that
any player’s weakness is the team’s weak-
nesses, and there is no doubt that the players
have faced their challenges and they have
definitely struggled this season. Even so,
through thick and thin the have managed to
meet most of their goals this season.

Earlier this season when games had just
started i spoke with Coach Gary Jones about
the up-coming season, and what some of his
goals were? “We hope to help each player
improve their game, win some games and
remain injury free throughout the season,”
said Gary Jones. After talking about their
goals and how the season looked you get
the vibe that these goals were important and
something that the team was going to defi-
nitely strive for success this season, and they
seem to have accomplished that in many as-
pects.

Gator Baseball
Clinches Home

Field for Playoffs

A record setting season continued
to get even better on Saturday after the
Gators defeated Tacoma 6-5 in the tenth
inning to wrap up the home field advan-
tage for the NWAACC Playoff series
this coming weekend at Lea Hill Park.
Dan Regan’s game winning RBI in the
|bottom of the tenth started the celebra-
tion. With a record of 29-13, the Ga-
tors have surpassed every GRCC team
|since 1976 in victories when that squad
posted a 44-3 record.

Sophomore center fielder, Joash Bro-
din has made an assault on the record
|books for GRCC in 2007. He leads the
team in virtually all hitting categories
and maintains a .411 batting average.
Brodin has already committed to con-
tinuing his academic and athletic career
next year at NCAA Division I College
of Charleston. Meanwhile New Mex-
ico State bound Sophomores Bryan

Bob Kickner 4 = MarEuez (£B) and Colin Crouthamel
GRCC Athletic Director (catcher) are also having excellent sea-

sons and share the responsibility for the
team success.

The playoff series will be a best
of three competition between Green
River and Tacoma starting on Saturday
at 1:00 pm with two nine inning con-
tests. If necessary, the two teams will
meet again on Sunday at 1:00 as well
The series winner will advance to the
NWAACC Championships May 24-27
in Longview, WA. Green River has
not been represented in the top eight
tournament since 1999 when Denny
Oughton led the team to a seventh place
finish.

Tickets are free, the Park opens at
noon. Seating is limited, so bring your
chairs and blankets and come out and
watch an exciting weekend of College
baseball.
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Kelly Brons
Staff Reporter

The tennis teams have started
off the season with a win under
their belt. Neither team has won
all of their matches, but that isn’t
the goal. The focus of the season
is to get better each match and to
get ready for the playoffs.

After a successful match
against Skagit Valley, the men’s
team was hoping for another
chance to take on their opponent.
Unfortunately, the men were dis-
appointed when their April 14
match against Shoreline was can-
celled due to rain.

After a disappointing Satur-
day, the men headed to Idaho for
a tournament the following day.
There they took on the Universi-
ty of Idaho. The results? A great
experience for the team although
they ended up without a win in
the tournament

The Gators were exhausted
after a long weekend, but found
the strength to travel again the
following week. That Friday, the
men went on a trip to Pullman to
participate in the Cougar Invita-
tional. The results were not re-
ported in time for press.

The lady Gators on the other
hand, have not had as successful
a season, but hope is not lost. The
women started off with a loss to
Bellevue on April 7, but three
days later bounced back with a 5-
4 win over Skagit Valley.

April 13, the lady Gators took
on Spokane with high hopes af-

Gator
Tennis ends on hlgote

ter their win, but were
disappointed with a 3-
6 defeat. The women
were then rained out
along with the men the
next day in Shoreline.

The women lost two
more matches against
Treasure Valley and
Bellevue, but still have
four more matches to
bounce back before
the NWAACC cham-
pionships. The women
are trying to keep a
positive attitude with
enough time to end the
season on a high note.

The men have won
their last three matches
in a row against Spo-
kane, Treasure Valley
and Shoreline. They
too only have a few
matches left before
the championships, in |
which they hope to add
to their victories.

The men’s team
has high standards
to live up to with the |
men bringing home 35 |
NWAACC Champion- |
ships in 35 years. One
of these 35 champions
is Adam Blackner, a
current player on the
men’s team. He is hop-
ing to help lead the Gators to
another successful season. The
team hopes that their chemistry
will not be affected by a new
head coach, and so far it seems as

The Gator women's tennis team poses for a picture.

if he is doing nothing more than
helping the team to be successful.
The men this year have the abil-
ity and potential to succeed and
live up to the standards set before
them.

Women'’s tennis went to Spo-
kane, WA for the NWAACC
championships this past week-
end; however results have not
yet been recorded. Men’s tennis,
however, finished the season in

mdmﬂ.

Spokane this past weekend with
an 8-1 victory, capping off what
has been a spectacular season.

Raj Gurung
Staff Reporter

Did you know there is a table tennis

Table Tennis at GRCC

club here at GRCC? After opening late last
Fall, the table tennis club consists of over
40 students from around the world. Every
Wednesday, members of the club gather at
the Campus Corner Apartments commu=
nity room from 11 to | pm to enjoy a game.
of table tennis. The club is one of the most
active sports club here on campus. The
equipment is provided by the school and
members of the club are willing to teach
students who are interested in the game for
free.

“Actually there was a table tennis club
back in the year 2000; sadly the club van-
ished slowly as the members transferred
to other schools,” said Julia, president and
founder of the club. Julia. 19, an interna-
tional student from Malaysia has been
playing the game since she was young and
still loves every bit of the game.

Asked how she feels to be part of the
club, she replied “Personally, 1 feel that
this is a great place for members to relax
and bond with people from different coun-
tries. Most clubs probably have members
that mostly come from one country. But in
the Table Tennis Club, this universal sport
attracts students from around the globe. By
having members that share the same hobby,
the regular meetings become really fun.”

Julia and her committee members have
been planning different activities for the
club. One of the memorable events the
club holds every quarter is the one-on-one
competition which has increased student
interest in the game. “The competition is
very intense as the students participating
are really good at the game” added Julia.

There are two different categories that
students can participate in, beginners and
advanced. Prabat Limbu, an international
student from Nepal says that “different

styles of playing by each player have made
the competition even more intense and en-
joyable.” He adds “I have learned different
kinds of playing style as I compete with a
new opponent.”

The competition is still going in search
of the best players who will compete in
the final on May 25. The club has also or-
ganized a pizza party after the final as an
added incentive for players and the specta-

Table Tennis Club members in the middle of a game

tors who attend the final.

Table Tennis, affectionately called Ping
Pong by dozens who are new to the game,
is as simple as the name suggests. It is ex-
actly like tennis albeit downsized to the
length of a huge dinner table. Table tennis
is also fast paced with action happening at
a rate which even a seasoned tennis player
might encounter problems with. Table ten-
nis can be played anywhere on a flat sur-
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face as long as there is a racquet and a ball.
It is usually played as a leisure activity
rather than a competitive sport, and judg-
ing by the turnout at every club meeting,
GRCC has no shortage of students flocking
to be part of the action.

If you are interested in joining the club,
contact Julia at tabletennis@greenriver.
edu




