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Editor: Lindsey Williams

Blood drive on campus needs students to participate

Puget Sound Blood Center is coming back, and they need students and faculty to donate blood and marrow

Graduate student at LW, Dan Gestaut, doating blood at a Puget Sound Blood Center drive last winter.

By: Lindsey Williams

Puget Sound Blood Center (PSBC) is host-
ing another blood drive at Green River. The
last drive only brought in about 40 donors,
hopefully this time there are more volun-
teers.

Students and staff can give blood on a
walk in basis; PSBC will be in the Glacier room
of the LC from 8AM to 5PM on the 18th of No-
vember,

Donating blood takes less than an hour
from check-in to check-out, and past donors
have said the fear of the pain is quite a bit
worse than the actual feeling. Also, they give
free juice and cookies after donating so do-
nors get a free lunch while saving lives,

Analee Dunn, a TRIO advisor, donated for
the first time at Green River’s summer 2009
drive, “it was way easy, and it doesn’t hurt...
You have to look at the big picture, its prob-
ably the easiest thing you've ever done to
help people”

This season, PSBC is also asking students to

join the Be The Match Registry (BTMR). This is
fairly easy to do; giving a swab from a cheek is
all that's required. Be The Match is a national
bone marrow registry that thousands of peo-
ple depend on.

PSBC is teaming up with BTMR because
right now, 70% of people die before finding
a donor. Minoritiy groups have an even lower
rate of donor matches nationally.

Contrary to popular believe, giving bone
marrow is not extremely painful, there is lo-
calized anesthesia that numbs the entire area
(the hip) during the procedure, and no bone
is actually removed. Most donors are back to
their normal routines in just a few days.

Natalie Colyer, supporter of BTMR, stated
that, “For some reason, people seem to think
it involves a spinal tap, that’s not even close
to what happens.”

Colyer goes on to say ,“Being a match for a
donor doesn't necessarily mean that you will
give bone marrow. .. 80-85% of people mere-
ly give stem cells, done with a simple proce-
dure more like donating blood than marrow.”

Courtesy Phota/jakeswar.com
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Harassment
On 10/8/09 at approximately 1200, victim
approached Safety Dispatch to report behavior
by another student that was making her feel
uncomfortable, Statement from student fol-

lows below.

Beginning winter quarter (2008-2009 year) |
noticed another student, ****, started following
me through campus. For example, | was at the
library and he was there; | left HL to go to the
Tech Center to find a friend and he followed;
we returned to HL to study and he followed me
back.

One of my friends approached him and in-
troduced herself in an attempt to get more in-
formation and/or get him to back off : his name
is ***** He js about 5'2"to 53" skinny, always
wears green and khaki, white male, black hair
short, coke-bottle glasses. Always looks clean
(never disheveled).

Now, it’s a little different as he is everywhere-
if | go to the cafateria he shows up, if | go to
the bookstore he comes in, if I'm at the library
or Tech Center he always comes in. He doesn't
approach, just walks by time after time starting
and trying to make eye contact.

As the behavior has escalated beyond
chance encounters, I'm worried that it is more
than social awkwardness or something like
that, and would like to have it clarified with him
what my position is.

Student Code of Conduct Violation

On 10/1/09, student approached Director
of Safety Fred Creek with a flier that had been
left on her vehicle. The flier had a list of sexu-
ally suggestive "requirements” stating that the
author of said list was looking for a “soul mate”
and had the name **** with a phone number of
*ur_WHe¥ listed at the bottom. Creek contacted
#**e* who indicated that he was not a student
of GRCC, however one of his friends was, and
identified ***** as the probable instigator of
the joke.

*¥*#% was contacted and scheduled for a
meeting with Creek on 10/2/09; during the
course of the meeting, *™*** freely admitted
that he had left the flier, with approximately
an additional 20 distributed through campus.
Creek informed ***** that this was in violation
with the Student Code of Conduct and would
be referring to the case to see if additional
sanctions would be pursued.

On 10/21/09 at approximately 1235 5/5
Courtney Cysensky was entering the main din-
ing room, LC building, and noted 5 to 6 people
looking up at the balcony closest to the KGRG
building.

Upon inquiry the group stated that someone
was throwing things onto the lower tables, and
that someone had spit onto the lower tables
as well. Cysensky noted a large puddle of what
appeared to be spit on one of the tables in the
lunch room.

Cysensky proceeded to the upper level of

Courtsey Photo/zindy-zonedk

the LC building and asked several students
seated in teh area whether they had witnesses
the events; one of the students desbribed four
white males as the suspects and indicated they
had run into the KGRG offices.

Cynsensky was able to intercept the four
suspects and returned with them to the AD
building, at which time ***** admitted that he
was the sole perpetrator of the actions.

Director of Campus Safety Fred Creek
allowed the other three individuals to leave
and spoke with ***** who was then placed on
suspension from teh LC building and informed
that there would be a Code of Conduct hearing
on Teusday, 27 October 2009 at 1000.

Medical Aid

On 10/16/09 at approximately 0735 Safety
Dispatch received a phone call reporting that a
student was in need of medical attention. 5/5
Catherine Rose arrived on scene at TC 108 to
discover a ferale student, *****, complaining
of pain in the back of her skull and upper neck
with dizziness and a feeling of "heaviness.”

*%¥%* stated that she had been hurrying to
find a parking space on campus that morning
and had backed into two cement posts at an
undetermined speed and although the posts
remained upright, the impact was sufficient to
cause her injuries.

¥¥%%# stated that her vehicle, a Ford Fo-
cus with WA plate *****#**was taken by her
boyfriend but she had no knowledge of the
location of either ***** or the vehicle.

#**e¥ provided an accident location as park-
ing area P1, east end of Matthews Way close to
the library, and the object struck as two yellow
concrete pilings. S/S Dan Cronk and Director of
Safety were unable to confirm accident loca-
tion.

Valley Regional Fire Department arrived on
scene to provide medical aid and determined
that the injuries and symptoms displayed were
sufficient to require transportation to a hospi-
tal; Auburn Police officer Bernard also arrived
on scene to make a report of vehicular accident
resulting in injury and possible fleeing from the
scene but was also unable to do so based on
the information provided by *****,

As Safety was unable to locate the accident
scene, the vehicle of ***** who is not a cur-
rently registered student, and contact attempts
were not successful, a block was placed on
*#ew¥ for registration.

On 10/2/09 at approximately 1005 Director
of Campus Safety Fred Creek received a call for
medical aid from CCA, unit ****; caller reported
that the student in need of aid was completely
naked and acting strangely. Upon arrival Creek
determined that the victim, *****, was an
international student suffering from diabetes
and was at the time incoherant. Medical aid
was summoned; at 1007 medica arrived to take
over medical aid for ****,

Located in New Season’s Shopping Center
just off 124th, past the fire station
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Editor: Justin Runquist

Why newspapers still matter

Commentary by: Mike Gunderson

The internet has created a forum for people
of all ages to immediately find any informa-
tion they need. Whether it is the latest news or
historical information, almost anyone with an
internet connection can log on and find the in-
formation they need,

However, with the continued advancement
of technology and the expanding role of the in-
ternet in everyday life, society seems to be for-
getting the importance of the newspaper.

The creation of the newspaper, especially the
penny press in the 1830s, helped to launch the
journalism industry.

Much like today, society’s fascination with
news helped fuel the industry to become one of
the most successful of our time.

Yet, the paper news industry is seeing a loss in
profits in large part because advertising, which
makes up the bulk of most newspapers’income,
has been shifting from print to the new media
sources: TV news and the internet. This has led
to a decrease in revenue for print media.

Many argue that the newspaper is now obso-
lete because people want to have current, up-
to-the-minute news.

Most articles in today’s newspapers are usu-
ally from the week prior or days prior depending
on how often it is distributed.

Many newspaper outlets have had to resort
to creating an online version of their paper to
keep up with the times.

Some have even completely stopped pro-
ducing print versions and strictly gone to online
news.

This is very unfortunate for many reasons.
With some news agencies across the country
stopping production of printed news, many

people are left without the daily newspapers
they have enjoyed for so many reasons,

Many that had the time to sit down and enjoy
the op-eds, crossword puzzles, and their favorite
sections or writers now are left without one of
their sources of entertainment or information,

Not only does it leave some people without
their news, many journalists and editors have
lost their jobs as well, further deepening this
country’s unemployment crisis.

While these writers and editors may have op-
tions for employment, the jobs available for on-
line news outlets are limited, therefore leaving a
lot of accomplished and experienced journalists
jobless.

On a larger scale, the loss of so many newspa-
per distributors across the country may lead to
a decrease in literacy rates.

Some families surely take the time to sit down
and read the news, and those who are now left
without newspapers are surely not expanding
their vocabulary as well as they should,

Many people who are not as well off and
don't have a computer or internet connection
have lost their source of news, leaving them in
the dark in regards to world news.

For us here at GRCC, the loss of “The Current”
would be devastating. Although its production
is not in jeopardy, one can only imagine what
would happen if we were to lose it.

No one would have an opportunity to learn
about the many clubs across campus or to keep
up on our beloved sports teams.

We would have an uninformed student body,
with less sources of entertainment because of
the lack of satire articles, We would lose that
uniqueness of having our very own school pa-
per. GRCC would become lame, surely not a
reputation any of us would like to carry.

High pressure and expectations

Do Green River’s Math and English GPA requirements set the bar too high for students?

Commentary by: Kayla Preiss

As if school isn't stressful enough in pursuit of
passing classes with good grades, we also have
to obtain “acceptable” GPA's in math classes to
advance to the next level.

Green River's rule puts so much more added
pressure on us to do well in our core math and
English classes than in any others, which in turn,
increases stress and discourages us more than
it helps.

All that should be required is just passing the
core classes, so we can advance and so it doesn’t
affect how long we will take to graduate.

| understand that there must be a standard to
meet, but a 2.5 GPA for math? That’s a B average,
and for most people
that is hard to do.

So, we have this
pressure to learn
new material in two-
and-a-half months,
but now we also
have to make sure
we receive a B grade
on everything we
turnin.

We know that if we don't, we cannot advance
to the next level, which slows down the process
of graduating.

| asked a couple Green River students about
this and overall they think that the GPA require-
ment needed to pass math classes should be
done away with.

They also said they think that just because we
don't receive a B average in our classes, doesn't
necessarily mean we don't know the material
enough to advance.

ereis somuch
emphasis on the grades
we receive and not the

quality of our work.

I know this from experience, and it is very
frustrating. | also think that with this added
pressure to get a 2.5 GPA, we tend to lose focus
on learning the material, and rather we worry
about whether the test handed back will say
80% or better, because if not we are screwed.

There is another side to this story, the side of
students and/or teachers who think the require-
ment is a positive thing.

| asked Tyler Stake, a student here at Green
River, and he said, * | think kids need that high
standard to look up to for math, because it
shows them they need to pay attention and
take this class seriously”

This is true, but when most students have
two other classes to worry about, it's very hard
to focus all your energy
on just one class.

It becomes especially
hard if you're taking oth-
er classes that require a
certain GPA to move onto
the next level.

This requirement dis-
courages us more than
it helps, because | know
if | receive lower than an
80% on two or tests, I'm likely to not pass the
class, and therefore give up, wasting my mon-
ey.

There is so much emphasis on the grades we
receive and not the quality of our work,

I'm convinced that if this requirement is
done away with or the GPA requirement is low-
ered, students will be more likely to succeed in
classes, learn the material and feel confident in
graduating on time.
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MTV exploits our college lifestyle with its new channel, mtvU

The advent of MTV's new channel represents the end of one of the last remaining snippets of our cultural purity

Commentary by: Stephen Dufendach

mtvU is a Viacom-owned 24-hour television
channel that is available on more than 750 col-
lege and university campuses across the United
States, currently this doesn’t include Green Riv-
er. Their purpose is to provide an alternative to
normal music television that focuses on artists,
issues, news and events that appeal primarily to
college students.

Unlike most channels, mtvU is generally un-
available anywhere besides colleges. Special
mtvU-only TV monitors are set up in student
centers, dining halls, fitness centers, dorm
lounges and common areas, and the channel is
broadcast into dorm rooms.

Because college students are traditionally
one of the hardest groups to market music tele-
vision toward, MTV has taken it upon themselves
to put an end to one of the few remaining pock-
ets of cultural purity, and provide an alternative
to themselves, that reigns in those financially
inconvenient demographics who don't watch
enough MTV, and finally get them to watch as
much MTV as everyone else.

So what's wrong with that? It's a free market,
right? People are offered products and if they
like those products, isn't that a win-win situa-
tion? Well, not really.

There are so few things left in our culture that
haven't been exploited for profit, that the pure,
organic climate of college idealism is one of the
only scenarios it's very realistic to imagine that
a non-manufactured revolution could really de-
velop in anymore,

If only corporations like MTV just had a little
more taste, they would leave a few special parts

of American life untouched, just for the sake of
tact. But alas, that's just not in their financial in-
terest.

mtvU’s disturbing attempt at an “indie”
awards show - ironic considering that a large
part of why indie rock even exists in its current
form is as a reaction to the regional-culture-de-
stroying commercial climate created by MTV in

¥

the first place - is called the "Woodie Awards”.
So far they've featured artists such as Death

Cab for Cutie, Motion City Soundtrack, Mewith-

outYou, and the Subways. You know, bands who

are cool because they're not on MTV.

Quite possibly the most arrogant moment in
music television history could be mtvU's award-
ing their “mtvU Poet Laureate” distinction to the
great and still-living poet John Ashbery.

For such an artistically damaging force as
MTV to flatter themselves into thinking that
they're actually honoring someone of his stat-

Courtesy lllustration/mtvpress.com
ure - for MTV to think that they even have the
artistic credibility to invent their own “"Poet Lau-
reate”award, as if it means anything at all except
to possibly show how even the most sacred of

America’s democracy of misrepresented peoples

Commentary by: Stirling Radliff

American democracy which we affirm to so
patriotically has been diluted to a system barely
recognizable as the thing so treasured by its his-
tory; and this dilution in our democracy is by
way of the powers of the Senate,

There are generally two distinctions to what a
democracy may be.

One being a direct democracy, which is liter-
ally, rule by "the power of the people."The other
being the republican adaptation: representa-
tives elected by the people to make decisions
on behalf of those who elected them.

Both of these styles of democratic govern-
ment enact decisions by majority rule, which
themselves are governed by constitutional law.

The question is whether the representative
democracy we have is a proper one that acts
for the direct benefit of the People, and not for
other reasons that may dilute the purposes of
our democracy.

Recently, the most crucial and newsworthy
topic concerning the United States Government
and its People has been healthcare reform.

Seventy-two percent of the people in a
CBS poll supported a government-sponsored
healthcare plan to compete with private in-
surance. Seventy-two percent of the people
concurrently agreed that it is either "extremely
important” or "quite important” that there be a

public option, in any event.

As of the seventh of November, the House of
Representatives voted in favor of the public op-
tion and other reform issues. Voting concluded
219 Democrats and one Republican for, and 39
Democrats and 176 Republicans against.

Converse to the House of Representatives,
the Senate has expressed very clearly that they
have no intentions of passing a bill with a public
option.

Several occasions
like this have oc-
curred in the past:
environmental pro-
tection acts, for in-
stance.

In contrast to the
American style repre-
sentative democracy,
Britain enacts its gov-
ernance in a much
more direct and extreme way than ours.

While the British have roughly 61 million peo-
ple, altogether they have 1,370 representatives:
646 members in the House of Commons and
724 members in the House of Lords. In America,
we have some 304 million people, and 535 rep-
resentatives: 100 Senators and 435 Representa-
tives.

The British system allows for a more direct
democracy, but granted a less efficient one.

Gur House of Represen-

~ tatives ought to...hold a
stronger governing power
than the Senate,

And while the British have a similar setup to
the one we have:a parliament, like our Congress,
consisting of a House of Commeons and a House
of Lords, whose members are called Members of
Parliament (MP's); like our House of Representa-
tives and Senate.

The House of Lords, relative to our Senate,
has very little power. For instance, the House
of Lords cannot overrule a House of Commons
resolution without a
general vote by the
House of Commons.

Similarly,the House
of Lords cannot force
the resignation of
the Prime Minister
(equivalent to our Ex-
ecutive) whereas the
House of Commons
can, in calling a gen-
eral election.

This is in addition to the large number of
representatives, a more direct approach to en-
abling the popular opinion of the people of the
various constituencies, thus the population as a
whole,

That being recognized, | believe that our
House of Representatives ought to, by the quick
and more direct reference to their constituen-
cies, and the resulting general populace, hold a

honors have lost their exclusivity in today’s so-
ciety - says a lot about how unable they are to
see themselves for what they really are: lowest
common denominator peddlers of mind numb-
ing filler.

The part that is just genuinely not only trou-
blesome, but nauseating about this new strain
of a three-decade-old disease is that with the
amount of money and resources MTV has built
up over the years, it goes without saying that
they can hire enough of the brightest minds in
marketing to seamlessly simulate exactly what
“indie” and “campus” spirit is at any given mo-
ment from now until the end of their reign.

It's not as though other companies can't do
that to a certain degree too, but the physically
intrusive way that they've planted themselves
right into the dorms of the most prominent col-
leges in the country makes it hard to imagine
that in time more students will resist rather than
give in to the pressure,

MTV always does too good a job of convinc-
ing a certain percentage of young people that
their programming is a necessary part of sub-
culture,

Can you imagine the iconic moments in 60
campus rebellion happening in a way that was
so intertwined with the cheapness of meticu-
lous corporate involvement?

mtvU’s insistence on becoming inseparable
from grassroots student activism and indepen-
dent music is going to be a major threat to the
ability of young people to utilize the open, non-
commercial environment of college campuses
to fight the emptiness of the mainstream rather

than support it.
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Have some stud with your espresso

By: Samantha Kootz

Stud Body Espresso, Auburn’s first scantily
clad male espresso stand, is now open for busi-
ness,

All the young and buff baristas at Stud Body
Espresso are members of the student body at
Green River Community College. These men are
paying their way through college wearing only
small gold Speedos, and a dazzling white smile.

Josh Young, the manager of Stud Body
Espresso, says that it was only a matter of time
before someone realized that it wasn't just
women that could combine America’s two great
loves: espresso and nudity,

When asked if autumn was the best time to
open a business where the baristas are mostly
naked, Young assured us that the inside of the
stand is heated and “actually very warm.

Women on campus seem to be interested in
the idea of the tables being turned and the men
being jealous for a while,

“I was against all this nudity in espresso
stands but now | get it” explained 18-year-old
Janet Weiss. | can really enjoy the view while
I'm waiting for my venti iced triple toffee nut soy
latte with light ice and extra whip."

Eddie Mann, 25-year-old science major at
GRCC, seems to be most concerned with the in-
crease in competition around campus.

We men have had it good lately,” Mann rant-
ed angrily. "All we had to do is wash our hair and
wear clean clothes on occasion and the girls
were all over us. Now those super hunks are

showing us up!”

Stud Body Espresso will serve only the fin-
est coffee: freshly roasted and flown in from a
new exotic area of the world every week. Young
hopes the great coffee will bring in males that
are a little uncertain about the attractive male
baristas.

Brad Majors, also a student at GRCC, refuses
to be swayed by Stud Body Espresso’s claim to
the best coffee in town. He insists that there is
no way he would be caught dead ogling at a
mostly naked guy.

“It’s degrading to all men... Real men do not
look like that," Majors added.

Rocky Horror, one of the baristas, insists on
wearing his uniform at all times, even to class.

“These girls can smell fear and uncertainty
so | want to make sure I'm completely comfort-
able” Horror explained. “All | want to smell like
is tanning lotion and high quality espresso;” he
states while flexing his arms.

Horror is hoping that by wearing his uniform
frequently, he will entice women to visit him at
the espresso stand and increase his sales and
tips.

A frequent visitor of the stand and a huge
fan of Horror's, Columbia Groupie, only has
one complaint: they mix the drinks too quickly!
“Usually I'm a black coffee type of girl but | try to
think of the most ridiculous drink possible”

Groupie insists that coffee is too important to
rush and has even been late to class while she
waits for the baristas to make the drinks again
and again, until they are perfect.




A ©

Satire

November 13, 2009

Editor: Kelli Wyatt

Editor’s note: All events and people depicted on this page are fictional. The opinions, descriptions, and stories are not meant to offend, but rather, to entertain.
In addition, all opinions are those of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect those of The Current and its staff. If you are still offended, because you are a
fragile person, then send your complaints to: ALDKHFGIAE@greenriver.edu

Hippies sighted on campus

A very unexpected entrance brings back the 60’

By: Jeanette Helms

On Friday, October 30th, a band of hippies
was discovered living in the trees on and just
outside the GRCC campus. Kirby Hoover was
walking one of the GRCC trails when he noticed
bright, rainbow colors hanging on a nearby
tree.

“When | looked closer, | realized it was a hip-
py, explained Hoover."He was hugging the tree.
Needless to say, | was shocked. That's when | no-
ticed the others hiding up in the branches”

Many people have noticed lately that a lot of
odd trinkets — supposedly lost in the passage of
time — are coming back. Leg warmers are being
sold in malls. 'Bumpits” are giving women 'big
hair' without drowning them in hairspray. The
Beatles are on Rock Band. But hippies?

Afew reporters have established communica-
tion with the hippies, and Mossy Maple agreed
to talk about their existence.

“The times were harshing our vibes, man,” he
explained. “The world just wasn't ready for us.
So we decided it'd be groovy to like... go back
to nature until our time to come back had like...

come.

When asked why they decided to live in
the trees on campus, he said, "My soul partner
Honey Combes and | were living in her parents’
basement by the school, so she, like, knew the
forest here was totally far-out”

Another hippy, Smokey Cloud, proclaimed
his hesitance to leave the trees.”|f we leave now,
the man will try to bring us down, man.”

But the hippies’ time is coming. Even now,
the Super Mall is full of stores sporting rainbow
accessories, peace-signs, and groovy glasses.
"We just gotta wait ‘til the world gives peace a
chance," said Harmony EnLove. “And someone’s
gotta be there for the trees, too!” EnLove ex-
plained the terror she felt when she was forced
from her first secret tree-home by the construc-
tion happening on the campus.

“They took my home and murdered the trees,”
she continued, wiping a tear from her eye. "It’s
tree genocide!”

The construction workers had no comment.

The fate of the hippies rests largely in the
hands of the students at GRCC. While some have
welcomed the hippies into GRCC society, some

These groovy hippies just like to have a good time.
aren’t so amused,

"They're just crazy hippies,’ said student Jen-
nifer Smith. *I can't believe they even got into
the newspaper when there are real problems
facing us, like the popularity of Lady Leashes
among male students. With hippies in the news,
pretty soon we'll be reading about whether or
not marijuana should be legalized.”

Regardless of the controversy, some hippies
are ready to return to the world now. " think
now would be a groovy time to come out of
hiding," said Ziggy Zags. “Especially because
the Spirit Halloween store is gonna have some

Courtesy Photo/mitholyoke edu

groovy hippy-clothes on sale since Halloween
has passed. I'm running out of hemp to make
clothes with

Lennon Johnson, a GRCC forest resident for
thirty years, discussed his experience living in
hiding, including the many uses they'd found for
hemp. "You can make rope with it," he stated.

For now, the hippies are going to remain liv-
ing in peace in the forest outside GRCC. Maple
hopes that any more students who discover
them won't judge or ridicule them. “Your mind
is like a parachute; it doesn't work unless it's
open.”




Do teachers really make enough B

The
article
written below
is from the Presi-
dent of the United
Faculty of Green River
Community College,
Phil Ray Jack. Jack is
also an English teacher
here on campus. This
article is his opinion of
teachers and what
teachers do.

By: Phil Ray Jack

| have to admit that none of the faculty at Green River became teachers
because we thought it would make us rich. We became teachers because we
have a passion for learning and for our areas of expertise, but most of all, we
became teachers because we want to make a positive difference in the lives of
our students.

Of course, most of us did believe that we would be able to earn enough to
support ourselves and our families. We believe that our jobs are a noble calling
that is important to our society, and we expected to receive fair compensation
and at least a littde respect. Unfortunately, the State of Washington has fallen
short in both of these areas. As of 2007, our salaries ranked just below the na-
tional average, and we were at the bottom when compared with the Global

Challenge States.
During last year's budget crisis, faculty Cost of Living Adjustments and In-
crements were the first things to be cut. Two-thirds of the facuity teaching
at Green River are adjuncts contracted on a quarterly basis who earn ap-
proximately 65% of what a full-time instructor makes for each course. If the
highest paid adjunct teaches the maximum number of classes they can,
without becorning full-time faculty, their annual salary would be about
$31,000.
As for respect, too often it seems that we are seen more as a problem
that needs to be addressed than as highly-trained and educated pro-
fessionals. Too many people see us simply as "dispensers of informa-
tion"rather than educators, and too few understand exactly what we
do.
In education, we often rely on numbers to describe and assess
education. For example, according to the Washington State Board
of Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC), more than 460,000
students were enrolled in our system last year. Of those students,
147,721 were either "enrolled in courses funded by grants and
contracts with external organizations,’ Running Start and Con-
tract International students, or "students enrolled in courses
funded entirely through fees charged to the students, Of the
tatal number of students, 36% were "students of color,” 56%
were female, and 4.6% were disabled.
As a community college Instructor, last year | had
more than 180 students enrolled in the nine 5-credit
composition courses taught as part of my regular
load. These courses ranged from pre-college
level (designed for stu-
dents who

aren’t quite ready for college compo-

sition courses) to research-paper courses. On occasion, | may get to teach a
Creative Writing or literature course. The difference is that where the state sees
numbers, we see individuals. Our funding is contralled by individuals who have
not been in a classroom for years, and have probably never had to look a student
in the eye.

Before we become instructors, most of us have completed more than twenty years
of education (K-12, four to five years to earn a bachelor's degree, and three or more
years to earn a master’s degree), while others have taken alternative routes to become
experts in our fields. We are “lifetime learners,” and we are constantly updating and
upgrading our skills by attending conferences, taking courses, and conducting re-
search, We also conduct and participate in workshops here on campus,

To become tenured faculty, we undergo a three-year process that includes men-
toring, observations, and student evaluations. While going through that process, we
are on probation, and if we don't meet the standards set by our colleagues and the
college, we won't become tenured. Adjuncts go through a similar process to be
able to enter a seniority-hire system we call “The Employment File” Even after we
receive tenure or are accepted into the file, we go through reviews to assure that
we are staying current in our fields and, are that we are still effective teachers.

Besides being experts in our fields, we have to be experts in pedagoagy, the
art of teaching. In fact, most of our personal discussions are focused on what
is happening in our classrooms and how we can reach our students most ef-
fectively.

Even though we may be teaching different sections of the same class,
we have to be flexible enough to address the different needs of our stu-
dents, With the rapid advances constantly taking place, we also have to
become experts in technology and deal with the frustrations of work-
ing in a system that doesn't have the resources necessary to keep up
with the trends. We have to be effective in intercultural communi-
cations as well as understanding diverse |earning styles.

As if that weren't enough, we also serve on multiple com-
mittees created to address important campus issues. These
committees range from our tenure and tenure review com-
mittees to planning committees that discuss how our
resources can be used most effectively. Some commit-
tees address issues in instruction while others are
involved in campus governance.

Another important responsibility we have
is that of advising. We not only have to
stay current on what classes will count
toward the multiple degree and cer-
tificate programs offered here,
but also how they will transfer
to multiple institutions

across the country,

$36,000-50,000
4 tenured faculty
$51,000-65,000
26 tenured faculty
$56,000-60,000
H2 tenured faculty
$61,000-65000
¥ Yl tenured facu
" $66,000-69000
18 tenured facu
$70,000 or more
2 tenured faculty
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|leacher Spotlight:

By: Samantha Shockley

Anyone walking into the class would in-
stantly hear music like Lady Gaga’s Paparazzi,
and Black Eyed Peas | Gotta Feeling. Walking
around the corner the vision of students par-
ticipating in some physical activity instructed
by Barb Hansen, who excitedly she works out
with them, demonstrating, helping, and gung-
hoe about exercise the entire time,

For only teaching at Green River Commu-
nity College 10 years, Barb Hansen is positively
influencing students and staff alike. Her joyous
and healthy spirit allows students to relax and
have fun while becoming more physically fit.

While Hansen majored in Psychology and
had many other jobs differing from her ma-
jor, she feels like her degree “has come in a
full circle in trying to help people!” Before she
became a teacher she was a retail manager at
Nordstrom’s, in hotel corporation sales, and a
catering director for the Hilton Hotels. “| didn't
start teaching fitness until | was in my 30

The reason she became a fitness instructor
was because she wanted to spend time with
her kids at home, "l wanted to be a stay at
home mom because | had two small children”

When she finally came to GRCC, 10 years
ago, she made an impact and started helping
the PE Wellness Program offering free noon
classes like yoga, core training, body toning,
and cardio fusion Monday through Thursday,
“All my classes are for beginners, but it's appro-

(3(11-'0()\ Fozrrsert

priate for all levels,” Hansen explains,

it's hard to believe that the energeticand
lively Hansen suffered from severe back
problems and had to undergo invasive
surgery enly 3 years ago. She underwent a
double spinal fusion which means that her
spine was fused together with two steel
rods and screws. *| was in the hospital for
one week and spent three months recuper-
ating.'

As soon as she could she started yoga,
“Yoga saved me Hansen expresses truth-
fully. “I honestly didn't think I'd be able to
teach Physical Fitness again.”

Yoga helped Hansen go from bed rest,
to using a walker to a cane in anly a few
months, And from there she was back to
teaching, "l had my surgery in June and was
back teaching Fall Quarter”

Through everything that Hansen has
done at GRCC, from starting classes like core
training and body toning to offering free
noon classes to students and faculty alike,
her “ultimate goal is to teach a class that of-
fers students the opportunity to learn how
to be fit”

Teaching fitness has been a truly great ex-
perience for Hansen, she loves her helping
people learn more about how to become
fit in a positive way, "l couldn't be happier, |
have the opportunity to work with students
in an uplifting environment every day."
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Bringing back the 20’s, one voice at a time

By: Jadlyn Shorter

Pages turning, notes swaying, voices rising.
This is the sound of Green River Community
College'’s Jazz Voices choir, formerly known as
Rendezvous. _

Jazz has a unique sound that origi-
nated in the 1920s, when it was played ev-
erywhere from street corners to clubs. The
students of Jazz Voices add life to a music style
once popular and.

The Jazz Choir was founded in 1994 by Ron
Bayer. He started the choir after a history of
jazz music had already established itself at
the school. Students came up with the name
on a fall retreat; the word is French for meet-
ing place, “We thought it would be cool to use
the name as a ‘meeting place for jazz!" Bayer
explains.

Several years
before Rendezvous, I
retired, GRCC staff d '
member Pat Thomp-
50N ran  a . group
called Music Com-
pany. The group had
a successful time at
GRCC, putting on 25
years worth of per-
formances and musi-
cal training.

“[Music Company had] a more industrial
focus producing a Vegas-type show, and even
offered atwo-year certificate in the music busi-
ness,” commented Bayer. However, according
to Bayer, it eventually stopped meeting be-
cause It had changed directors many times,

While reminiscing about the past,
Bayer describes his experience with the Jazz
Choir. “The group Rendezvous evolved a bit
over the years and eventually became more
of a chamber choir that still sang jazz. But also
delved into more traditional choral idioms like
classical motets and madrigals and more pop-

- ular styles like spirituals and gospel”

The current director, Kelly Eisenhour, took
over during Fall Quarter of the 2008-2009
school year, Eisenhour previously toured as a
guest soloist with Gladys Knight, participated
in numerous jazz music festivals, and recorded
jazz albums, according to her website kelly-
eisenhour.com.

“l was excited when Kelly came, because
we've never had a professional before, It was

pretty much amazing,” states Ally Manning, a
member of the lazz Choir.

Having a unique musical background,
Eisenhour was excited to both teach and sing.
She held auditions for the Jazz Choir back in
September, and was looking for people who
had "good musicianship, good rhythm, sight
reading skills, good voices, and who like jazz
music”

Sixteen current students are in the Jazz
Choir, with 4 members on each vocal part: so-
pranos, altos, tenors, and basses. The choiralso
hires professional rhythm players from Seattle
to play piano, bass, and drums for the back-
ground accompaniment.

Ruth Sote, a current member of the jazz
choir, tells of her participation in the choir. "I
used to fisten to jazz growing up,” she com-

mented. She'd
always wanted
totry outin high
school but never
did so. "l took a
shot this time, |
didn’t think that
I would make it

7/ explains Soto, a

j look of contem-
plation on her
face.

While the
typical choir class may consist of warming up
and singing sengs in a large group, jazz choir
is much more intimate.

“You don't focus just on your part, but on
yourself and sounding good with the group,’
elaborates Soto,

Jazz music is different from normal choral
music because it involves a lot of “swagger and
emphasis on the notes, you don't just sing to
sing,’ Soto adds.

“It's hard work,’ says Halle Manning, a mem-
ber of the jazz choir. "We all love music and we
all have a passion for jazz"

According to Eisenhour, “The genre has
unique qualities to it, The rhythm is very dis-
tinct including syncopation (singing on the
off-beats) and improvisation (making up
things as you sing).”

“People should check out Jazz Choir be-
cause it's a different music and sound. They
don’t know what they are missing out on,
states Soto. “The music is crisp, beautiful, and
more precise.’
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Motivation behind school for single parents
The real reason single parents strive for a higher education

By: Mallory Lambarena

Along with all the memorable milestones in
a child’s upbringing, comes the stress and re-
sponsibilities that go hand-in-hand with being a
parent. Green River Community College is a wel-
coming environment to students in high school
and to a diverse range of ages.

Among the diversity found at GRCC are single
parent.Every parent wants what's best for their
children, which can sometimes result in going
back to school.

Zak Nash, a 20-year-old receiver for the foot-
ball team comprised of Green River students, is
one of the many single-parents at Green River.
He is not only going back to school for himself,
but rather, to better himself for his son.

Nash's face lights up with pride as he proudly
explained how his son is the main reason be-
hind him going to school. “He gives me more
than just self motivation. If | didn't go to school
before, it only affected me. But now it’s an op-
portunity to positively affect the person | love
and care about the most”

Being an adult college student brings forth
financial burdens, long hours of academic dedi-
cation, and time away from children. Going
back to school with the help from a partner or
spouse can make for a good support system;
but without an immediate shoulder to lean on
the struggles along the way are unimaginable.

Being a single parent is one of the most cha-
otic and challenging jobs in the world. All the
responsibilities rest on their drive for success.

Zac sits with his son, Kingston, on his lap.

Somehow, a balance must be found between
daily activities, work, caring for a child, and now,
classes and homework.

Thinking for a minute, Nash thoughtfully re-
marked on the hardest part of being a father
and going to school is "actually going to school
daily." Everyday he must find a ride and babysit-
ter, go to classes and football, and of course fin-
ish the homewaork that is always assigned. “The
whole school experience is difficult, but defi-
nitely worth while"

Being a parent means sleepless nights, end-
less laundry, constant child care, all the while
trying to maintain sanity, Throw attending class-
es and doing homework on top of that seems
near impossible.

Its common knowledge that a college de-
gree will most likely lead to a better salary than
a high school diploma, Nash agrees saying that
*it gives me a million more opportunities to bet-
ter Kingston's [his son] life by helping me get
to a spot where | am financially stable. With-
out college, the window of opportunity is a lot
smaller”.

Whether single parents are going back to
school while their children are young, old, or
somewhere in between, it is still a difficult task
to balance school and be a parent.

“To be honest, sometimes | can't juggle all
three. Sometimes | have to prioritize,” Nash de-
scribes truthfully. “My son is always first, then
school, and then football. You just have to do
it",

Many parents wonder how to find balance,
but when there’s a will, there’s a way.

Courtesy Photo/ Zac Nash
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Trips on a bus

By: Remco Zwetsloot

A search for adventure and... anything
interesting, really. Take 3.

This time the trip, for the first and last time,
had an actual destination: the guitar store in
Tukwila. Amount of companions: 2.

As always, my journey involved a lot of
people-watching, which is one of my hob-
bies (yes, I'm a creeper - sup ladies!?) and
especially fun to do on the bus. After being
in the 164 to Kent for a mere two minutes
| laid eyes upon a weird fellow who | soon
recognized as the nipple-scooper from my
last trip. Immediately intrigued, | started
eavesdropping on his attempts to seduce
this somewhat, mildly, perhaps attractive
young lady. He didn’t disappoint: a total of
6 awkward silences were counted before the
girl permanently turned her attention to her
iPod. Other than the nipple-scooper, there
was the brush-my-hair-even-though-it's-0.1-
inch-long-guy and a number of other comi-
cal figures who sadly didn't provide enough
laughter to be featured in here.

So, after creeping it up on the 164 and
the 150 for a good 45 minutes, | got out at
the guitar store, Upon arrival, my excitement
grew even further as | spotted the Barnes &
Noble with a Starbucks inside it. The coffee-
obsessed book nerd’s (that would be me)
Valhalla. But first stop, the music store.

Although listening to four people simulta-
neously testing out guitars, on awfully loud
speakers, while looking at instruments you
can't play is bearable for a little while, | soon
retreated into the ‘acoustic room’ where a
friend of mine was eying a used guitar. The
purchase was made and the three of us
made our way to heaven (B&N).

| had to leave most of my book collection
at home in Amsterdam before moving here,
and I've already gone through my measly
stock, so the need for fresh pages was dire.
Restraining myself, being a poor college stu-
dent and all, | only bought 6 books, which is
severely below my average.

For some reason we decided to look for
a non-fast food place for dinner, and to our
surprise, we found one fairly quickly: Zoopa.
It was... disgusting. | literally had to eat rai-
sins for dinner, as apparently despite their
best efforts they hadn't been able to mess
those up. Next time we'll just have a greasy
hamburger, at least that doesn't taste awful,
it just clogs up your arteries.

Determined to experience at least one
exciting thing, we decided to go for a stroll
after 'dinner. When we saw the theater had
IMAX, our determination was put to the
test. We failed the test, and decided to go to
the movies instead. So there we were in the
Westfield mall and bought tickets for ' Where
the wild things are’ It was the first time | had
seen an IMAX movie and it was an awesome
experience. A sound that loud and a screen
that big might have actually made Paranor-
mal Activity somewhat scary to watch.

After the movie we headed home, with-
out any issues and just one weirdo on the
bus this time. The day was fun and the loot
had made it worthwhile (1 guitar, 6 books,
a movie and a pair of jeans), but it hadn't
exactly been adventurous. Perhaps next
time...

ture

Help a family by giving from the Heart

By: Tedmund Hanrahan

Green River, like many other community colleg-

es throughout the country, have always been
a place where parents of families can go to
continue their education, further them-
selves, and give their children new op-
portunities for the future.

However, this sometimes leaves
these families budgets stretched
rather thin as the holiday season
draws near. Fortunately the stu-
dent life department at Green
River has come to their aid with
the Giving from the Heart pro-
gram.

Giving from the Heart has
been matching students with
families that are in need, with
sponsors who are willing to help
provide them with gifts for their
children since 1992, Sponsors can
be as simple as students who want
to donate a little cash to help out a
single child, to school organizations
that can provide multiple families with
gifts for their children.

Natasha Graves, the Clubs and Organiza- : : year because things are so hard”. Since the

tions Coordinator in the student life department,
helps to run the program by matching families with

sponsors, “Basically finical aid sends me a list of families
with the children’s names, their age, and things like their favorite color and

things they really enjoy doing. Then | match them with spon-
sors and make sure they have everything on time to
have a good Christmas”.

Graves currently has around 20 sponsors
with a lot more children under them, but
is always looking for more. “My goal is
to either get the same number of
sponsors as last year, around 40,
or more” says Graves,

Students that wish to be-
come sponsors themselves
should contact Natasha by
stopping by the student
life office, calling the school
and entering the extension
number 2400 or by emailing
Natasha at NGraves@green-
river.edu, November 16th is
the deadline.

“I think that especially in

today’s economy, with as many
families that have been going

from

the heart

without, this year is a really key
year to be helping families that
are in need” added Graves, "And
this year people that may have not
done it before should try extra hard this

number of families that can be helped is de-

pendent on the number of people willing to help,
the opportunity is there for GRCC students to make
this Christmas the best one it can be for families in need.

Gators’ got talent

By: Barbara Thom

As part of the promotional campaign for the
upcoming talent show “Gator Got Talent”, Jamie
Choe of Student Programs asked students about
their talents and did live, impromptu video au-
ditions right on the spot.

When asked why she wanted to sponsor a
talent show, Choe, promoter, coordinator and
audition judge for this event said, “I'm really into
dance and music myself and | really like seeing
others perform.”

First on the stage for auditions was Michael
Batin, a self-taught singer, musician, and com-
poser. He has also sung in concert and church
choirs. Batin chose to open with an acappella
that charmed onlookers. Undecided about the
piece he will perform during the show, Batin
joked casually, “1 will probably just surprise ev-
erybody!” He may even do an original from his
own collection.

In an eye-catching freestyle, De Naja Handy
showed her talent in a hip hop dance routine.
With no apparent nervousness about her rou-
tine, Handy smiled and noted, "I've been danc-
ing now for awhile in front of people” Although
she enjoys ballet and jazz as well, hip hop is the
area she is most comfortable with.

Several other Green River students showed
up for auditions. Some impressive rapping and
a heartfelt rendition of Michael Jackson's “Ben”
were among the contenders.

Behind the scenes is “just” Sal. Sal, an em-
ployee of GRCC's scheduling has been organiz-
ing the sound and lighting for stage events on
campus for years. Working with knowledge and
diligence to be sure that all the performers have
the necessary equipment and technical support
to make their performances the best they can
be.

The “Gator Got Talent” show will premiere
next Friday from 7:30. to 9:30PM at the Lind-
bloom Center’s main dining room.

£ &

your future into a s

Transferring qualifying credits earned from your
community college towards a bachelor’s degree from
DeVry University is a great investment in your future.
In fact, for over 30 years, 90% of all DeVry graduates
in the active job market had careers in their fields
within 6 months.*

2 Seattle area locations
Federal Way | Bellevue

DeVrySeattle.com | 877.518.6486

DeVry \J

University

*Active job market includes those employed prior to graduation.
Program availability varies by location,
© 2009 DeVry University. All rights reserved

047678 » DeVry - Green River CCAd » Resize 5.19"wx6.75"h » K « Ib/bdk = VZ_FINAL » 10/9/09




November 13, 2009 '] 3

Editor: Jean-Pierre Garcia

profit or valunteer organizations to re-
ive exposu reand raise money.
Mag%cal Night of Giving” will be this Sun-
day, the 15th at 6:30 pm.

A halfhour prior to the event, all doors close
3ini '_ 1l be ashedw%eave

s e

mmﬁdal “Magica] ngbt”
. ;mkeg: wiﬁ automatically

es
r two, Supennall shop-
away ; and gift cards to

;}fgifjdifmé e Mag!.cal Night": are
radio statiens. Pauicipafmg this gm

aEEE SEE

06.9, Movin 92.5 and Smooth Jazz 98.9 ga

bringing their own prizes and contests as: well

An “Event Guide” at the mall entrance will list
specials. This one night only holiday extrava-
ganzaisa;hancetogetajumpmnon hoﬁday
shopping while enjoying emmtertamment
“Santa’s grand Para@iéf’ ‘and @s{g activity zones
spread holiday cheémfim aux crafts and spe-
cial appearances. *:

Rene Bochnovich, Supermail Marketing Di-
rector, explained ﬂ:atthemain pomtwastoglve
back to the community.

Bochnovich coordinates this event in hqpés

paﬁpafe i; this iﬁ@%’é
qu catlari»fm:c in
s details

of allowing non-proﬁt organtzattons o raise

T
S

M@%&?ﬁ!@dpﬂm& mmdansandca&iﬁf the

i
e
o o

Bodies are back in Seattle and inspire healthy Iwmg
The Bodies Exhibit hit fifth and pike and take students by surprise

By Jessica Decker

Bodies: The Exhibition, now in Seattle on 5th
avenue sensitively displays whole bodied hu-
mans and individual organs that help uncover
beauty of the human body by explaining how
the body works from the inside out.

The bodies are preserved by a polymer solu-
tion that helps keep even the smallest of veins,
muscles, and tissues intact.

Many people express uneasiness about go-
ing to the exhibit because the bodies are real,
but the Exhibition is structured in a way so that
the bodies are displayed respectfully.

Unlike the last time Bodies hit Seattle, this
year the selection of the exhibits is smaller, and
there are more male bodies than female bod-
ies.

In the Exhibit, there are different displays,
some that the public is probably unaware of.
Sarah Johnson, an 18-year-old Green River stu-
dent was taken by surprise with the diverse se-
lection of anatomical sights within the exhibit.

“My favorite was definitely the embryos and
fetuses, | didn't think | would like because usu-
ally viewing babies at the different stages of de-
velopment makes me a little queasy, but it was
so interesting”.

Elizabeth Sugihara, age 17, found the Exhibi-
tion to be incredibly detailed and educational.
Her favorite display was the comparison be-
tween healthy lungs and smoker lungs.

“It really brought home the fact that people
shouldn't smoke,” Sugihara remarked.

Sugihara is not the first to have walked away
with a firmer resolve against unhealthy living
habits. As the Exhibition has moved across the
nation, viewers have left thousands of com-
ments exclaiming that they would get in better
shape and that they would never smoke again.

After reading startling statistics, like smoking
a pack of cigarettes cuts life short by an average
of 3 hours and 40 minutes, people have dropped
their pack of cigarettes into a box next to the
display and have committed to not smoke.

The Exhibition also displays the advantages
of staying physically fit. There are a few organs
that are taken from an obese body, and view-
ers are able to compare a healthy organ to an
unhealthy organ.

Viewers can also learn about the advantages
of aerobic exercise, and how it affects the heart.

Overall, the presentation of Bodies: The Ex-
hibition, and the knowledge provided from the
displays are priceless.

The displays are very clear and detailed. The
studio is well organized and well-lit. It would
have been nice if more bodies were available,
but what was there made up that difference.

There is an option to get an audio tour for $5
more, It allows viewers to go through the Ex-
hibit, punch in the 3-digit code next to each dis-
play, and learn more about what is being shown
and how it relates to other organs.

As an added bonus, if students bring their
college 1.Ds, the admission is marked down from
$19to $15.

Admission for kids 4-12 is $14, seniors (60+)
are $15, and adults are $19. It is open from
10am-7pm daily, except for Friday and Saturday
nights as it closes at 10pm.

Going to Bodies is incredibly beneficial for
any student taking an anatomy class, as it better
helps illustrate where each component is.

It is also helpful to those going into any
medical field, or for those that are just plain in-
terested in learning more about the body.

Those going will not be disappointed; it is a
5 star event.
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e Annual exam and birth control methods education

s Testing for Chlamydia and Gonorrhea during the
annual exam (for women 25 and younger)

* Emergency contraception

(Fees will apply for services that are not related to family planning.)

Talk to us in confidence, with confidence.

ﬂj Planned Parenthood

of the Great Northwest
800.230.PLAN (7526) www.ppgnw.org

Planned Parenthood® is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit oyganization.
We rely heavily on support from donors who help sustain responsible reproduction.
Flanned Parenthood® is a registered trademark of Planned Parenthood® Federation of America, Inc.
® 2009 Planned Parenthood® of the Great Northwest.
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Paranormal Activity scares and bores world audiences
Bumps in the night turns heads away and shaken in disappointment

By: Nicole Palmer

Audiences around the world have been lin-
ing up to view the “scariest movie” of this year
Paranormal Activity.

During the weekend of October 25th, Para-
normal Activity pulled in a 21.2 million dollars,
topping Saw VI. Are movie-goers getting their
money’s worth, and is Paranormal Activity really
the scariest movie of this year?

Paranormal Activity is filmed in a documenta-
ry style, comparable to Blair Witch Project. This
style leaves audiences with the impression that
they are viewing home-made footage, adding
a sense of realism and mystery. The events are
portrayed as a discovery.

During Paranormal Activity, a couple uses
their own camera to capture odd happenings
during the middle of the night.

As with any "home movie” style of shooting,
expect shaky shots, swift movements, and fast
panning that make people with any kind of mo-
tion sickness want to puke.

This style of filming makes it feel raw, like its
actually happening before your eyes, but made
many spectators turn away to keep their heads
from spinning.

Main Character Katie has been followed by
a "shadow” throughout her entire life. Recently,
boyfriend Micah, and Katie have been hearing
noises in the middle of the night.

To figure things out, Micah decides to investi-
gate. He buys a camera of his own and set it up
in the middle of the night so they can watch the
abnormal occurrences the next day.

The incidents gradually get worse and scar-
ier throughout the movie. What starts out as a
moving door slowly graduates into footsteps
and physical harm.

One of the scariest scenes in the film is when
the couple goes to bed, and viewers are relieved
that the camera is placed on a tripod. As soon as
they crawl into bed the theater goes quiet with
anticipation. Finally, the audience gets what
they paid for: doors that open by themselves,
loud noises, and moving sheets.

However, as for the scariest movie of the year,
spectators have mixed opinions.

“[Paranormal Activity] is one of the most
frightening movies I've ever seen in my lifel” 20-
year-old student Michelle Range exclaimed.

On the other hand, nineteen year old Ashley
Rhamy had braver thoughts.

“The only scary part of the whole movie was
the spider in the bathroom, because | hate spi-
ders,” Rhamy said.

Paranormal Activity was definitely the most
popular movie to see this Halloween. Movie pre-
views that showed audience reactions captured
the attention of many thrill-seekers throughout
the country.

This movie caused many watchers to jump,
and even scream out loud during the screening.
However, it also caused disappointment when
people thought they were going to see the scar-
iest movie of their life.

Altogether, Paranormal Activity was a scary
movie, but definitely not scarier than other
haunted movies. For the same kind of thrill
check-out “The Exorcism of Emily Rose”.

Staying dry and keeping cool with lastest GRCC fashion

By: Kaitlin Stoufer

As the rainy Washington weather begins we
are all faced with smaller scale of a Hamlet-like
dilemma. To be soaked everyday or not to be
soaked, that is the question.

Though some native Washingtonians, like
Cassidy Neal, 18, say using an umbrella is unac-
ceptable because they see it as a clear sign that
the user is not a true Washington native, others
have realized it’s just crazy not to use one as
the rain pours down.

As Neal states, “It's a clear sign that you're not
from Washington when you're walking around
with an umbrella... who cares how cute it is?!"

As you walk through the GRCC campus it
can almost feel like a fashion show, students
put on their trendiest clothing and flaunt it
with runway model confidence. Umbrellas are
no exception this season; instead of letting
plain boring umbrellas bring down their style,
students are finding creative and unigue ones
to show individuality.

While small fold out umbrellas in bright col-
or are always present, there are also the wildly
trendy umbrellas on campus. The bubble um-
brellas, which are large domed umbrellas usu-
ally made of clear plastic, are gaining popu-
larity as are character umbrellas, which range
from having animals on the handle to having
eyes on top or a tail off the back.

Some students are making fashion state-
ments with creative umbrellas, such as a Poké-
mon one complete with ears on top or a fun
one made of clear plastic and a pink trim. Other
students appear to be getting in touch with
their inner child by carrying kid sized umbrel-
las in fun prints like Dora the Explorer.

No rest for the wicked:

a Borderlands review

Respawning bandits and cartoon-realistic shading make a fun game

By: Randall Miller

Based in a post apocalyptic century on a
planet called Pandora, four brave explorers
search for something that holds riches and
fame, they search for what the local inhabit-
ants of the planet call “The Vault”

Tales have been told of this Vault containing
everything fir for a king, these four individuals
must band together and brave the horrors and
the insanity of the wildlife and bandits, also
they must beat others to the vault so they can
claim its contents.

In the wrong hands The Vaults' treasures
could lead to unknown terror and destruction.

The names of these four individuals are
Mordecai as “The Hunter’, Lilith as “The Siren’,
Roland as "The Soldier” and Brick as himself.
These four adventurers have unique abilities
and skills that they bring to the party for their
search for the mythical Vault .

Gearbox studios combined First Person

Characters ‘?"'(

Lilith, Mordecai, Roland, Brick
Versions:

PS3, Xbox 360, PC

Setting /

Pandora :

Objective

Get to the Vault, figh. the Baddies and
Visuals (Greatest feature)

Bright Colors and great cell shading

Wicked[checklist

Shooter (FPS) with Role Playing Game (RPG)
genres creating the role playing shooter (RPS)
in their October 20th release, Borderlands.

The game was exclusively reserved for the
Playstation 3, Xbox 360, and PC.

An amazing combination of cell shading
and bright noticeable colors are used despite
early concepts. Pre-production showed cell
shading combined with duller black, grey and
dark brown colors.

The gameplay itself bolsters 160 quests. 30
quests are storyline driven with remaining side
quests. An added bonus is that there are 87 ba-
zillion (yes, bazillion is now a word) combina-
tions for equipment customization.

The developers of the game focused around
the saying "Ain’t no rest for the wicked" which
they quite literally mean and commonly use, all
the enemies respawn and are sometimes big-
ger and badder than the batch that the player

just wiped out.
X

Rated
M for mature
Storyline
Leads into an expansive exerience
Genre
Role Playing Shooter (FPS/RPG)
Aditional Features
Multiplayer co-op, Up to 4 players,
Xbox Live and system

QVERALL: §Tuilkts cut 10

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON | BOTHELL

BOTHELL

Campus Tours Now Available

Choosing a college or university is all about finding the best
fit for you. Learn firsthand about our academics, campus life,

student programs and more.

Come enjoy an hour long walking tour of campus led by
current students providing you with an “insider's” point of
view. Listen to their perspective of life at UW Bothell while
you stroll throu%h the beautifully landscaped grounds and the

state of the art

uildings of our university.

Daily Tours are available, visit www.uwb.eduftours to learn more.

425.352.5000 | www.uwb.edu
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Winter olympics in Vancouver

just right around the corner
By: Ryan West

Button up those coats the Feb 12, 2010 Vancouver
Olympics are right around the corner.

Winter sports galore, everything from alpine ski-
ing to snowboarding, with the first volley of tickets
already bought up people seem to be desperate,
turning to any available source to purchase their
tickets. Leading to lots of copycat websites selling
tickets to anyone that will purchase them with noth-
ing more than a promise that they will work at the
front gate,

With everything from hockey, to skiing, to ice
skating; the Canadian government promise both in-
door and outdoor faculties. VANOC promises one of
the most extensive Paralympics programs to date.

The Beijing Olympics set a bar of excellence, a bar
that the Canadian government is determined to sur-
pass. The mayor of Vancouver thinks this will be more
than just a two week party; these games will be a de-
fining mark on the history of the city. When they'ra
finished, Vancouver will surely be a better place,

The Vancouver Olympic committee made some
of the most aggressive bids in Olympic history. They
promised over 400 housing units a year for four years.
The city government also promised to cut homeless-
ness as much as possible going as far as passing leg-
islative to help struggling elderly on welfare,

The official release of tickets starts in Canada;
there are some regulations, you must have a current
Canadian mailing address, and have the ability to
have them delivered by private courier.

Everyone outside of Canada has a couple of op-
tions to purchase tickets: online or by phone, the
vanoc only accepts visa cards for payment. The ticket
windows will open the day before each event begins.
There have been announcements for giveaway but
there is very little information.

Roadtrips.com is currently having an injunction
filed against them in the us Supreme Court by the
Vancouver Olympic committee (VANOC); There try-
ing to ban roundtrips from buying and selling Olym-
pic tickets.

As seen in the Beijing Olympics these companies
charge over aggressive rates for their tickets pulling
in the desperate. Some of these sites offer no refund
policy. VANOC has the ability to make any tickets
invalid it's only a matter of time before this dispute
leaves thousands frustrated and ticket less.

There is hope there are two authorized sellers of
Olympic tickets for all those living outside of Canada
at this time tickets.com and jets set sports are selling
tickets. The reselling of tickets is illegal everywhere
except Vancouver BC.

Editors note: Since the last issue of The Current the
Northwest Community College football league recently
decided to expand their league schedule from four
games to six. The Reapers are now 5-0.

By: Sean Kramer

Being put to the test is nothing new for Todd Strots-
chein and his staff. Coach Strotschein assembled his
staff from scratch, built their roster from scratch, and
week by week struggled to just find fields to practice
on.

What hasn't been a test for them, has been on
game days, where the Green River Reapers(5-0) have
dominated league play, winning their last contest
over Tacoma by 28 points. Their lowest margin of
victory, was ten points in the opening week against
Yakima Valley. With a victory over South Puget Seund
on November 14th, the Reapers will finish a perfect
6-0in league play.

But, on November 21st, the Reapers will face their
biggest test yet.

As the grand finale of the inaugural season of
the Northwest Community College football league,
Strotschein and league Commissioner Kory Hill are at-
tempting to set up an exhibition with the Canadian
NAIA power, the Simon-Fraser Clan, based in Vancou-
Ver.

The match-up, Strotschein explains, would be
beneficial for all parties involved, including the entire
NWCCFL which is trying to establish itself among the
High school and major University circles in the state

Sports

Gator

Scoreboard update

Volleyball

Overall record(as of Oct. 26th):
7-24
4-7 in league play
Dorian Harris Tournament results from
Mount Hood
Oct 30 vs Blue Mountain - Loss in three
sets
Oct 30 vs Chemeketa - Loss in three sets
Oct 31vs Bellevue - Loss in two sets
Oct 31 vs Lower Colubmia - Loss in five
sets
Nov 4 vs Pierce - Loss in three sets
Nov 6 at Centralia - Win
Ashley Parries has been honored as an
All-Academic performer in NWAACC

Women’s Soccer

Overall Record:
3-10-1
Last three results:

Oct 28 at Highline /W / 3-2
Nov 4 vs Bellevue /L / 2-4
Nov 7 at Tacoma /
Upcoming matches:

Nov 11 NWAACC Championships begin
Leading scorers: Carli McCrabb - 10 Goals
Erica Kobe - 3 goals
Carli McCrabb ends her Green River career
second all-time in goals scored with 17.
Erica Kobe was honored as an All-FNWAACC
Academic performer

X-Country

2009 Northern Region Champion-
ships in Bellingham, WA
October 31st, 2009

Men'’s 8k meters
Mouhcine Aitounejjar
29:11
Jacob Fullen
29:49
Garrett Kline
31:33
Remco Zwetsloot
Did not compete
Spencer Scott
Did not compete
Brendan Brewer
Did not compete

Women’s 5k meters
Robyn Campbell
23:11
Kelly Svennugsen
Did not compete
Mari Elin Stefjord
Did not compete

Basketball

Check out coverage from the November 10th
“Midnight Madness” from the GRCC
gymnasium at thecurrentonline.net

Green River Reapers to face their biggest challenge yet

of Washington.

For Simon-Fraser, the benefit will be in playing an
American opponent in preparation of their move to
NCAA Division II, and the North Central Conference,
which also features the Central Washington Wildcats,
As well as be able to scout the many prospects that
the Reapers boast, and hope to be able to move on
to the next level.

The excitement of the potential match-up was
amplified for the Reaper players when Simon-Fra-
ser brought their coaching staff, led by Head coach
Doug Johnson, down to Franklin Pierce High school
to watch Green River’s November 8th victory over Ta-
coma.

*They'd talk to me and say, ‘hey, how'd you get that
guy? We were trying to get him,” Strotschein said of
the Simon-Fraser coaching staff inquiring about the
Reaper's talent. “| told them, this is one of the few
times they'll be able to walk across the field and offer
a kid a scholarship

If the Reapers are able to come out and be com-
petitive, it could be a statement for the league.

“It would be like an exclamation point for the qual-
ity of talent we have," said Strotschein. “It would de-
fine us as being a good league, and really keeping the
talent in this state. That's the key, to come out and be
really competitive”

"That would be something that adds a lot of integ-
rity to our league and what we're doing,” said Kory Hill.
"Just the exposure, getting somebody outside of our
league to play us, and somebody who is going to be

affiliated with the NCAA, that gives us instant cred-
ibility;"

The challenge for Hill, however, was how to inte-
grate the entire league in what would be the NWCCFLs
banner event to end the season. The solution was, the
second place team, to be determined between Taco-
ma and South Puget Sound, would be integrated with
the Reapers as they take on Simon-Fraser.

There is also the concern, that for reasons outside
of Strotschein and Hill's control, that Simon-Fraser
could pull out of the game. In which case, Hill is al-
ready looking at "plan B" which involves merging the
four teams in the league into two, and having a show-
case game which he would hope to hold at one of
the major college stadiums in the Pacific Northwest,
looking at Idaho, Washington and Washington State's
facilities.

The game against Simon-Frase will be held at Se-
attle Center’s Seattle Memorial Stadium if everything
goes according to plan.

What:

Green River Reapers vs.
Simon-Fraser Clan
When:
November 21st
Where:

Seattle Memorial Stadium

November 13, 2009

Editor: Sean Kramer
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By: Charles Renwick

Cannabis has been illegal in the United
States for almost 100 years and for almost
100 years the law has gone virtually unchal-
lenged. However, in more recent years there
have been talks of political action to change
this law to something more beneficial for the
United States and its citizens. While trying to
be fair, | would like to share a few facts and
some of my thoughts te open this topic for
discussion. In an attempt to break this issue
down | am going to focus around four main
points, but there are far more complex an-
gles this argument can lead to. And remem-
ber, just because the law seems like ancient
history does not make the law self-justified

Qur History: First, we should review
the brief history of marijuana in the US. Per-
fectly paralleling the timeline of the Great
Depression, individual Southern states were
the first to ban the herb. In the early 1930s,
cheap Mexican labor was no longer welcome
to work on farms so law makers got to work.
Their thought processes were somewhere
along the lines of: ban marijuana - Mexicans
leave - more available jobs.

Not long after these racist laws were put
to work the federal government decided it
was appropriate to step in, Despite what the
Tenth Amendment says about regulation of

state government, federal powers were still
able to create and fund the Federal Bu
reau of Narcotics (FBN), which mainly
campaigned against the use of mari
juana.
The campaign proved success-
ful after releasing powerful public
advertisements of
(the common Mexican slang)
as a highly addictive, powerful,
murderous, insane and deadly
“narcotic” with no medical
use, Seven years later, these
beliefs became popular
enough for the federal
government to issue
the ban across
the nation
through
loop-

lion yearly.

“Marihuana”

issues
$10.7 billion to criminalize these actions
In 2008 alone there were 847,863 total arrests re

holes of licensing.

Thirty-three years later, the Comprehensive
Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act was
born. The act declared reasoning behind the
fight against the herb because of its alleged
high potential of addictiveness, and lack of
medical use and accepted safety.

Today, 39 years later, numerous scientific
advancements have been made and pub-
lished on the drug, yet there has been very lit-
tle political progress. Pity statewide decimal-
izing laws have been voted upon, and mostly
denied; and people have attended various
rallies and yearly traditions, like the Seattle
Hempfest, but none have made any notable
impact.

Our Health: Weed does contain irritants,
so it does not leave the body completely
unharmed. However, when compared to to-
bacco, marijuana has no lethal compound
and because of its proven non-addictive traits
marijuana smokers inhale much less smoke
over time,

In 2006, a published study showed that
even heavy smokers had absolutely no in-
creased risk of lung cancer: but these harms
from smoking can be completely eliminated
with a vaporizer or by ingesting the drug in-
stead.

University of Washington researcher Sunil
Aggarwal spent 38 years documenting 33
controlled trials when he was finally able to
publish a monumental article in the Journal

of Opioid Management that proves and vali-

“safe, effective medicine
medical conditions” When Ag-
garwal addressed the federal government's
safety concern he stated that withdraw symp-
toms were almost completely absent in all his
published trails.

Now, with the myth of the solely harmful
nature of marijuana, it should come as a slight
shock that medical marijuana is no delusion,

Weed has been found to

reduce—-and in some rare

cases, prévent--some very

serious illnesses. The drug

helps reduce the chance

of lung and breast cancer

growth and is known to

even kill brain cancer cells.

The active ingredient in mari-

juana, THC, is also proven to

prevent the acceleration of an
Alzheimer's disease.

Our Mongy: Keeping the pro-

hibition going is one of our country’s

largest expenses, Instead, the judicial

branch could redirect their time, effort

and money from prosecuting marijuana

users to much more relevant and important

Every year, taxpayers spend almost

dates marijuana as a
for specific

lating to marijuana.

CNN Money recently released an

article projecting state revenue
increase if marijuana were legal-

ized and taxed similar to alcohol.

In the article, CNN Money claims

that the state of California would

gain $105.4 million in annual rev-

enue and Washington State, placing

eighth highest on the list, would gain $22 mil-

Our 5ocial Studies: One main argument for its prohibition is that use

of marijuana among youth will increase if it is legalized. There is no point

to this argument. Marijuana usage, regardless of age, would rise dramati-

cally across the nation because the drug would be much more obtainable.

S0 somewhere here my argument rests, somewhere between the lies and

truth of politics. Somewhere between expenses and savings one campaign can
develop. Somewhere between these lines, you should find yours.
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